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The Tennessee Arts Commission’s Arts360° initiative brings teachers full-circle, as learners,

collaborators, facilitators, and reflectors, in order to improve instruction and impact student

achievement by making arts-based and arts integrated learning a critical component of every

child’s educational experience. Informed by lessons learned from the innovative Artist to Artist

model pioneered in 2002 by the Perpich Center for Arts Education, the North Dakota Council on the Arts, and the Minnesota State Arts Board, Arts360° includes year-round professional development and mentoring structured around inquiry-based reflection strategies to deepen and improve collaboration among generalist teachers, arts specialists, and teaching artists.

Arts360° will be implemented in the Knox County School District located in Knoxville,

Tennessee. Four Pre K-5th grade elementary treatment schools with approximately 1,055 students and 62 teachers will participate. Participating schools have free and reduced meal percentages ranging from 50%-91%.

Project goals include impacting the academic performance of students by improving standards-based arts education; authentic integration of standards-based arts education into the core elementary curriculum; and nurturing collaboration within schools and across the Knox County district.

