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Streetside Stories, in partnership with the San Francisco Unified School District, (SFUSD) proposes to implement Partnership for Arts and Literacy (PAL), a high-quality, research-tested project that will use arts integration and intensive teacher coaching to support 1,800 3rd-5th graders at six low-performing SFUSD schools. Project elements include:

· Intensive coaching professional development for classroom teachers, and

· Standards-based, sequential arts integration program for 3rd-5th graders

· A wraparound after school program that further supports learners

Teachers will learn to integrate the arts into language arts lessons through intensive coaching. Through storytelling, theater, literary and visual arts integration, Streetside Teaching Artists and classroom teachers will engage students in learning, increase achievement on standardized literacy tests, impact the achievement gap, and build schools’ capacity to use quality arts integration to foster academic success. The project will expand its impact through a sustainability plan and a dissemination plan that focuses on scalable, modifiable and adaptable products.  Respected evaluation and research nonprofit WestEd will lead a scientifically based evaluation. 

The project will use successful, tested models to meet the following outcomes: Participating students will improve test scores, and score higher than comparison students on California standardized reading tests; English learners will score higher on reading and English language development standardized tests; Students will demonstrate increased achievement on writing standards; Students will demonstrate increased oral communication skills; Participation in PAL will support a narrowing of the achievement gap, in relation to comparable students; Students who participate in wraparound programming will demonstrate higher achievement than those who participate only during school; Students will demonstrate increased knowledge of arts standards; Teachers will become more prepared and confident in integration arts into the language arts curriculum; Increases in teacher capacity to use arts integration will lead to increases in student achievement; Materials produced during PAL will enable effective replication; School sustainability plans will result in ongoing arts integration.

WestEd will conduct a summative and formative evaluation of the PAL project examining the impact of arts integrated programming at the 3rd, 4th, and 5th grade levels. The summative evaluation will examine 1) impact on student achievement, knowledge, and attitudes; 2) added value of an after school wraparound program (Story Train); 3) impact on teachers’ capacity to deliver arts integrated instruction; and 4) and necessary components for replication of an elementary school arts integrated program. The evaluation will assess impact by examining students' standardized test scores, arts knowledge, attitudes, and work samples; teacher and principal feedback; and observation data.

PAL will serve 1,800 3rd-5th-grade students. A core group of 33 teachers will be trained; additional educators will be impacted via dissemination
