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Quest: Arts for Everyone, Inc. is an arts and arts education company based in Maryland, will focus the proposed project (TheatreBridge) on the use of visual theatre to enhance the literacy skills and theatre skills of deaf and hard of hearing elementary and middle school students. The goals of TheatreBridge are to: increase opportunities to for deaf and hard of hearing elementary and middle school students to engage in standards-based arts education in the core curriculum, strengthen standards-based arts instruction for deaf and hard of hearing students in elementary and middle grades, and improve the academic performance and literacy skills for deaf and hard of hearing children in those grades. 

TheatreBridge will lay a lasting foundation for arts integration at project participating schools and in classrooms of teachers who utilize the OER materials on the Quest website. Deaf and hard of hearing students will have increased opportunities to participate in theatre related activities. Consequently, the participating students will acquire academic, artistic, and communication skills that will benefit them beyond the period of the grant. 

TheatreBridge will use an empirical, experimental model to assess the impact of the program activities on students’ academic development, literacy skills, and theatre skills. The evaluation process will also provide data on teacher effectiveness for incorporating TIE activities in the core curriculum.

