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Arts Impact Dissemination and Expansion (AIDE) will build capacity and systematically increase and strengthen arts education across Washington State.  The AIDE project will: raise student achievement in math and reading; expand and replicate the innovative, cohesive Arts Impact model in three regions of Washington state; strengthen K-5 standards-based arts education; improve student academic performance associated with the arts, including the achievement of rural students and those in groups traditionally identified as low performing and; develop disseminate grant products and results.

Project goals are to:  (1) Integrate standards-based arts education into the core elementary curriculum in diverse geographical regions statewide including a large city, remote town, and rural regions. 2) Strengthen standards-based arts instruction in the elementary grades across the state by providing intense and sustained professional development in the arts. (3) Improve academic performance of students in elementary grades including their skills in creating, performing and responding to the arts including students from groups traditionally identified as low-performing and from rural schools; and (4) Develop and disseminate grant products, evaluation tools and project results through Open Educational Resources to facilitate further replication statewide and nationally.

The AIDE project has planned an experimental evaluation design. In each of the three target districts, project staff will identify a pool of eligible K-5 schools to participate. For the local expansion district, four schools will be randomly selected from the pool, and two schools assigned to the Treatment Group and two schools to the No Treatment Controls.

The following outcomes are expected from the AIDE project: increased student achievement in math and reading; a replicable Arts Impact model expanded in three regions of Washington state; strengthened K-5 standards-based arts education; increased student academic performance associated with the arts, including the achievement of rural students and those in groups traditionally identified as low performing and; grant products and project results used free of charge by other interested sites.

