Grantee Name: Pontiac (School District of the City of )

Project Name: Growing Arts Integration Network for Students
Project Director: TBA

Total Three Year Funding: $823,802.00

Schools Served: 5

Number of Students: 2,300

School District of the City of Pontiac, Pontiac School District (PSD), in partnership with Oakland University Department of Music, Theatre and Dance (OU), Progression, Inc. (PI), Detroit Institute of Arts (DIA) and Oakland County Intermediate School District (ISD) will provide research-based, arts-integration programming for K-8 students in four elementary schools and one middle school. This approach, collectively called Pontiac GAINS – Growing Arts Integration Network for Students will use Visual Thinking Strategies (VTS) and Art Connections (AC) as the curricular framework promoting arts integration across core subject areas. 

Pontiac GAINS will serve five low-performing schools in Pontiac, Michigan, whose 2,300 students average an 85% free/reduced lunch rate. Nearly one of every four students at these schools is not proficient in the English language. In addition, special education students number nearly 10%.

Through implementation of GAINS, PSD seeks to meet and exceed the following project goals; Increase student achievement in core academic subjects through arts integration, enhance teacher content knowledge of the arts, implement research-based arts in education model programs, and provide students with supplementary arts learning experiences.
