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Project objectives and activities

The Performing Arts Workshop, Inc. (the Workshop) will partner with the San Francisco Unified

School District (SFUSD) over a four-year period to build on the body of scientific research and evaluation we have conducted in Bay Area schools. The program will deliver a 30-week series of classes (residencies) conducted by skilled, Workshop-trained teaching artists in Creative Writing,

Theatre Arts, Dance, or Music to five San Francisco Title I elementary schools.

The project’s overall goals are:

1) to build teacher, school and district capacity to meet 21st century learning goals through the Workshop’s artist residency model; and 2) to improve overall performance for the lowest performing students to close the achievement gap.

The project’s objectives are:

1) to increase students’ math proficiency;

2) to increase students’ reading proficiency;

3) to increase students’ 21st century skills.

We propose to achieve these by 1) Conducting artist residencies, through our Artists-in-Schools

program, at five Title I elementary schools serving socio-economically disadvantaged children in grades three, four and five; 2) Developing a replicable performance-based assessment that maps to 21st century learning skills; 3) Provide professional development to participating teachers and

principals to build their capacity to establish Professional Learning Communities focused on arts-integrated 21st century education and 4) Document the implementation and achievements of the model and disseminate findings, resources and tools for educators so that the program and the performance-based assessment can be replicated in other school communities.

Applicable priorities

PACT 21 will address the program’s absolute priority by improving the academic performance of students in elementary or middle school grades, including their skills in creating, performing, and responding to the arts; the competitive priority (rigorous, scientific evaluation); and invitational priorities 1, 2, and 5 as described in separate narratives for each.

Proposed project outcomes

The project is designed to achieve numerous outcomes and impacts at the student level, school level and system-level (district-wide capacity-building) for integrating arts learning across the curriculum, demonstrating that the skills acquired through arts learning are aligned with skills defined as necessary and essential to 21st century citizenship (critical thinking and problem solving, communication, collaboration, and creativity and innovation) and disseminating project finding across the broadest variety of contexts and audiences.

Number of participants to be served; Number and location of proposed sites

The proposed project, Performing Arts Create Tools for 21st Century Learning (PACT 21), will target 1,575 economically and educationally disadvantaged students in 21 classrooms over three implementation years at five Title I elementary schools in the San Francisco Unified School

District: Mission Education Center (100% English learners, 100% low- or very low-income students); R.L. Stevenson Elementary School. 54.7% of students free/reduced lunch eligible;

74% are Asian (primarily Chinese), and 43.5% are English learners. Charles Drew College Prep Academy. 76% of students at Charles Drew are African American; 79.4% qualify for free/reduced lunch. E.R. Taylor Elementary School. 59.7% Asian, 26.5% Latino and 4.7% African American. Francis Scott Key Elementary School. 56.5% of Key students are eligible for free/reduced lunch; 73% of its students are Asian; 44% are English learners.

