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The School District of Palm Beach County (SDPBC), Florida, proposes to implement the Arts Integration Dissemination Project (AIDP) to promote student achievement by integrating arts skills and knowledge into the core curriculum for students in kindergarten through fifth grade enrolled in two Title I public elementary schools – Belvedere Elementary and South Grade Elementary. It is estimated that over the four-year grant period, this project will serve over 2,000 elementary school students in kindergarten through fifth grade. The high quality arts integrated core curriculum, strengthened with research-based instructional strategies, incorporated with English Language Learner (ELL) strategies, and sustained with effective professional development protocol, will develop a replicable AIDP model. This model will be based on the Florida's K - 5 Sunshine State Standards for visual arts, drama, music, dance, science, math, language arts, and the National Standards for Arts Education developed by the Consortium of National Arts Education Associations.

This project plans to synergistically combine ELL strategies with arts integrated strategies and infuse them throughout the core curriculum. The underserved, at-risk students stand to benefit the most from this project. Standards-based arts and ELL education will be embedded in reading/language arts, math, and science curricula for all students in the target schools. Students will learn in cooperative arts-enhanced academic activities and projects, and will benefit from the talents and expertise of arts specialty teachers and arts-integration-trained classroom teachers. Teachers will learn to engage students in specific arts skill development. The standard-based arts integrated ELL curriculum will become embedded within the teaching and learning for all students. All students will engage in artistic learning through integrated activities to create, perform and respond to the arts. The arts integrated core curriculum will strengthen the student’s learning in the arts and in the core academics. In addition this “new” curriculum will allow all students to benefit from a meaningful and aesthetic experience in specific art forms, including visual arts, theatre, music, and dance. 

The project will promote a continuous flow of information, analyzing, creating, performing, responding, and experiencing arts forms. In this project, teachers will integrate ELL strategies such as: Use of Visuals, Total Physical Response, and Task Specific Instruction, Learning by Doing, and Cooperative/Collaborative Learning, and Readers Theatre to promote understanding that will lead to gains in student achievement.

