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Miami-Dade County Public Schools (M-DCPS) will fully implement HeARTS & Minds, a standards-based, arts-integrated curriculum to 444 low-income, minority students at Robert Russa Moton (R. R. Moton) Elementary, a Pre-K through 5th grade Title I school located in the low socio-economic, urban community of West Perrine, FL. 

The project incorporates best practices from four successful arts-integration models and contains five fundamental components: (1) standards-based, arts-integrated curricula that incorporate object-based learning strategies; (2) collaborative planning and teaching between classroom teachers, the four arts specialists (dance, music, theater, visual arts), and visiting artists; (3) literature as springboards for arts-integrated units of study; (4) extended learning experiences to cultural institutions, performances, and literary venues; and (5) ongoing professional development in arts-integration with artists and experts in the field. The Smithsonian Early Enrichment Center (SEEC) will provide comprehensive and sustained professional development focusing on arts-integration, object-based learning, and project approach that will provide teachers with a foundation and framework for developing interactive standard-based, arts-integrated lessons for students at the school.

The evaluation will address two overarching research questions: (1) Do teachers in the treatment group school incorporate standards-based arts education into their teaching practices? (2) Do students in a treatment group who experience the integration of standards-based arts education demonstrate significantly greater educational gains in reading and mathematics as measured by the Florida Comprehensive Assessment Test (FCAT) than students in a comparison group who are engaged in the District’s standard curriculum? In conjunction with these research questions, the following research questions will be addressed: (1) Do students with more exposure to standards-based arts education in the treatment group demonstrate greater achievement in mathematics and reading than students in the treatment group with less exposure to standards-based arts education? (2) Do students in the treatment group improve skills in creating, performing, and responding to the arts?

