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Project CREATE! is a comprehensive arts education model that provides sequential, standards-based lessons in music, visual art, dance, theatre and digital filmmaking to second through sixth grade at-risk students in Title I schools in the Fullerton School District. This replicable model also delivers an in-depth and ongoing professional development component for classroom teachers to implement powerful integrated arts lessons via strong collaboration with expert artist/educators and curriculum experts through a dynamic partnership between Fullerton School District and California State University, Fullerton. Additionally an experimental study will be conducted to explore how Project CREATE!’s arts and integration model strengthens arts instruction and impacts student academic performance, specifically in reading, mathematics and the arts.

Project Outcomes: It is hypothesized that students of teachers trained through the arts and integration model will: 

· demonstrate improvement in the national arts standards as measured by the National Arts Standards Test; 

· have higher grade achievement in math and reading than those students from a similar school with teachers who are not trained in the arts and integration model;

· show increased levels of motivation in the learning environment as measured by a child motivation scale than those students from the control group;

· have increased self-perceptions as learner as measured by the child as learner scale (to be developed for this study) than those students in the control group;

· have increased measures of creativity as measured by the child creativity instrument than those students in the control group; 

· and experience a reduction in school absenteeism on arts days and overall than those students in the control group.

CREATE! will collaborate Dr. Dawn Person and the Center for Research on Educational Access and Leadership (C-REAL).This formative-and-summative-program evaluation design consists of the following elements: the Evaluation Questions; Data Collection Plan; and the Continuous Feedback and Reporting Plan. Quantitative and qualitative data will be used to assess program effectiveness specific to the program’s progress towards meeting expected objectives, tracking students’ academic progress and participation and providing feedback for program improvements, as well as assessing systematic change for program sustainability beyond the funding period.

