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The Eastern Suffolk Board of Cooperative Educational Services (NY), an LEA, proposes Creative Classroom Collaboratives (C3) with the following four Goals: 1) To build the capacity of teachers and teaching artists in the target schools to incorporate collaborative practice in their instruction and to encourage creative expression in their students; 2)  To increase student engagement in critical thinking processes and improve their achievement in critical 21st Century Skills, art, and core academic areas; 3)  To reform school planning in order to better integrate essential 21st Century Skills across the curriculum.; and 4) To share the tools and lessons learned through the project with NYS and the larger education community.  Managed by ESBOCES Arts in Education Program, project partners include Tilles Center for the Performing Arts, a recognized Arts Education consultant, and METIS Associates (evaluation).

Creative Classroom Collaboratives (C3)  will: 1) Annually conduct a 5-day Summer Aesthetic Education Seminar to engage Teaching Artists, Classroom Teachers and specialists as peer teachers and learners of aesthetic education practices that will enhance instruction; 2) Provide sustained professional development, coaching and collegial support in the school sites 3) Develop and implement School-Year Units of Study (five weeks) with students in targeted classrooms; 4) Document and disseminate effective materials, practices, and processes.

Creative Classroom Collaboratives (C3)  will allow for : 1) all participating teachers and teaching artists will develop lesson plans for their collaborative units of study for the year ahead that are based on NYS and national ELA and Arts standards and incorporate essential skills from the 21st century frameworks; 2) at least 75% of participating teachers and teaching artists will (a) report increased use and skill in instructional practices including cooperative instruction, and use of common vocabulary and skills for description, analysis, and synthesis (b) demonstrate improved attitudes about collaborative practices as a method for instruction, (c) extend and enrich their collaboration through ongoing conversations via a blog on the Eastern Suffolk BOCES Arts –in-Education website; 3) treatment students in tested grades will demonstrate (a) significantly greater gains in ELA and mathematics achievement than students in the control schools (b) greater increases than students in the control schools in their 21st century and National Standards for the Arts K4 skill for creativity and communication, 4) treatment schools will (a) demonstrate greater increases in allocation of resources for arts integration than control schools (b)increase inclusion of 21st Century Skills across the School Improvement Plan, By the end of Year 4, a web-based “toolkit” comprised of model lessons, assessment tools and protocols, images, and video clips will be publicly accessible for download along via the Eastern Suffolk BOCES website. In Years 3 and 4, the project and evaluation team will submit proposals to present at conferences to share the successes and challenges of this project.

