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Dance Art, in partnership with the Chicago Public Schools (CPS) and Northwestern University (NWU), and 10 teaching artists, proposes a four-year Cultural Arts of the Americas Transforming Education (CAATE) project for the Cluster 5 District in the CPS, which is on the southwest side of the city. CAATE is an innovative systems-based model designed to strengthen standards-based arts education in dance, music, drama and the visual arts through professional development serving 45 teachers who will collaborate with 10 teaching artists in implementing the project design to improve the achievement of 1,344 students in five project schools.

The Cultural Arts in the Americas Transforming Education (CAATE) model will implement the following objectives: (1) the development of a system of collaboration among CAATE’s partners, teaching artists and staff to support the creation of capacity to integrate the arts in curricula; (2) increasing teachers’ professional skills in integrating the arts into the core curricula, including offering programs that celebrate the arts through a comprehensive system of professional development; (3) increasing students academic performance in reading, mathematics, and the social sciences through authentic and inquiry-based arts curricula; and (4) disseminating the CAATE model locally and nationally. 

This project will integrate the above arts into transformed 4th and 5th grade literacy in the academic content arts reading, mathematics, and the social sciences to improve the achievement of the 1,344 at-risk students by immersing them in the thinking, meaning, and perspectives of the arts from the cultures of Mexico, Brazil, the Caribbean, Haiti, Peru, and the United States, all of which support the CPS 4th and 5th grade curricular requirements focused on the Americas. The major activities of the project include: (1) two arts teams will be established: (a) a 9 member school-based teams – composed of 4 classroom teachers (two each from grades 4 and 5), 1 physical education teacher, 1 arts education teacher, 1 lead literacy teacher, 1 lead math teacher, and 1 curriculum coordinator – which will be called the School Collaborative Team (SCT). Cross-school teams will be composed of all of the SCT teachers plus the 10 professional teaching artists; (2) principals and parents from the five treatment schools will support the project through their involvement in monthly meetings and workshops to effectively implement the integration of the arts into the above core curricular areas; (3) the 45 teachers will participate in over 50 hours of professional development and school follow-up activities each project year, which will include demonstrations, coaching, and reflection sessions; (4) the first year will be focused on capacity building for teachers in offering arts integrated curricula and in piloting those curricula in their classrooms from January through June; (5) the second through fourth years will provide each trimester immersion in the arts forms of Huayano of Peru, the Carnaval (Spanish spelling) of the Caribbean, and the Samba of Brazil for fourth graders and for the fifth graders the Folklórico of Mexico, the Charleston and the Lindy of the United States, and the African-influenced dances of Haiti; and (6) students will also participate in artistic performances each year at their school and others in the district. 

CAATE outcomes include: (a) the establishment of a system of collaboration to support the integration of the arts into core curricula and to celebrate the arts of the Americas; (b) increasing the professional skills of 45 teachers so that they can effectively integrate the arts into curricula; (c) increasing the academic achievement of 1,344 students in reading, mathematics, and the social sciences; and (d) disseminating the products and model of CAATE to at least 40 schools locally and nationally.

