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The Center for Community Arts Partnerships (CCAP) at Columbia College Chicago, in partnership with Chicago Public Schools, will implement the Transforming Education through the Arts and Media Initiative, or TEAM. TEAM is a research-based arts integration program that will effectively integrate and strengthen standards-based arts education into the core elementary and middle school curriculum, and improve the academic performance of at-risk students, especially in reading and mathematics.

TEAM offers an innovative approach to arts integration by focusing on integration of digital technology and media arts into other content areas to increase student achievement in the arts, math, reading, and writing. TEAM addresses the need for today’s students to bridge the digital divide and develop essential 21st century skills such as creativity, innovation, critical thinking, problem solving, communication and collaboration. TEAM builds upon CCAP’s 10-year history of arts integration programming and is a model that will expand, document, evaluate, and disseminate innovative research-based practices in media arts integration throughout the nation. TEAM will provide professional development for teachers and teaching artists, and 10-14 week arts integrated curriculum units in 7th and 8th grade classrooms in four public schools that are part of the Chicago Public Schools’ Technology Magnet Cluster Program. The project will follow three cohorts of approximately 350 students over four years: 7th grade only in year 1, 7th and 8th grades in years 2 and 3, and 8th grade only in year 4. All participating students will thus receive arts integrated instruction in both their 7th and 8th grades; improvements in achievement after their second year will be compared to improvements in their first year. Over 4 years, TEAM will serve 22 classroom teachers, 10 art, math and technology specialists, 16 teaching artists and assistants, and 1,050 public school students.

TEAM’s objectives and outcomes are: 1) To create a partnership infrastructure that accesses the resources of Columbia College Chicago, an arts and media college, for sustained improvement in K-12 teaching and learning. By September 2014, Steering Committees composed of school administrators, teachers, teaching artists, and CCAP staff will have been established at each school, and meet quarterly; and the number of Columbia College faculty and students working as teaching artists and assistants will have increased by 50% each year from a baseline established the first year. 2) To increase the capacity of public school teachers to deliver instruction that integrates the arts and technology across language arts, math and other content areas in alignment with state and national standards. By September 2014, 100% of 22 project teachers will have participated in professional development sessions; 90% of teachers will demonstrate how they have integrated media arts and technology into their curricula; 90% of teachers will have increased professional skills that enable them to collaborate with teaching artists; 90% of teachers will have increased their capacity to continue integrated arts instruction in their classrooms. 3) To increase student engagement and academic achievement in reading, writing, math and the arts through inquiry-based learning that integrates the arts and technology. By the end of each year, at least 80% of project students will have made significant gains (at .05 level) in reading, mathematics and writing Illinois Student Achievement Test scores; at least 80% of students who are English Language Learners will have made significant gains in reading, mathematics and writing ISAT scores; at least 80% of students will have improved motivation and engagement in learning; at least 80% of students will have increased skills and understanding in media arts and media literacy; the percent of project students with daily attendance rates of 75% or above will be at least 10 percentage points higher than the percent of matched comparison students; at least 80% of students will document and share their work through portfolios, performances and exhibits. 

