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CBAI will partner with local American Indian artists to infuse culturally responsive American Indian visual and performing arts activities into K-8 arts education into language arts, math, and science education; (b) ensure that this American Indian arts-based curriculum is aligned with state and national benchmarks and content standards in visual and performing arts, language arts, math, and science; (d) research the effectiveness of the American Indian culture-based arts integration model in improving student academic performance in language arts, math, and science; and (e) disseminate program results and outcomes for national and statewide replication.

Project CBAI is designed to enhance, expand, document, evaluate, and disseminate innovative, cohesive models that are based on research and have demonstrated their effectiveness in: (1) integrating standards-based arts education into the core elementary or middle school curriculum of nine schools; (2) strengthening standards-based arts instruction in both the elementary and middle school grades in two school districts; and (3) improving the academic performance and skills in creating, performing, and responding to the arts of students in nine elementary and middle school grades in St. Louis and Carlton Counties.

CBAI proposes a research design with random assignment to one of two treatment conditions. In Condition 1, grades Kindergarten, 2, 4, 6 and 8 will receive training as developed by the Project Intersect model in Year 1 of the project, along with access to resources needed for implementation (community artists, material, etc.). The remaining grades (1, 3, 5 and 7) will serve as controls during this year. Condition 2 is the reverse: Grades 1, 3, 5 and 7 will receive the treatment intervention; grades Kindergarten, 2, 4, 6 and 8 will serve as controls. There will be an equal number of classrooms (36) in each condition and an equal number of schools (4) measuring achievement in mathematics and reading based on the Minnesota Comprehensive Assessment II (MCAII). In addition to the MCAIIs, standardized and grade-specific pre and post-tests will be given annually. Gain scores in these tests will reflect the outcome of interest. Mean differences in these gain scores between the treatment and control groups will reflect differences in treatment effect.

Student outcomes are: (1) increased opportunities to experience and appreciate the arts and Ojibwe culture within the integrated curriculum; (2) increased scores on the Minnesota Comprehensive Assessment testing in mathematics and reading; and (3) increased interest, ability, and willingness to attend to content tasks, thereby maintaining a more consistent pattern of skill attainment. Teacher outcomes are to develop an understanding and ability to incorporate knowledge of traditional Ojibwe art into content and collaborate to support ongoing teaching strategies and techniques developed.

