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Chicago Arts Partnerships in Education (CAPE), in collaboration with the Chicago Public Schools Office of Academic Enhancement’s Fine and Performing Arts Magnet Cluster Program (FPAMCP), proposes the Portfolio Design Project (PDP). To improve student performance in the visual arts, music and literacy, PDP will pilot a collaborative process for creating portfolios of individual students’ work in standards-based, arts-integrated curricula.

Goals of PDP are as follows; to improve educators' arts integrated instructional practices through the collaborative development and utilization of portfolios of individual student’s work, to develop principals' strategic planning and support for the arts as a key factor in improving student achievement and building teacher capacity, to improve students' self analytical capacities, literacy and artistic achievement through the development and maintenance of portfolios of individual student growth.

 Proposed outcomes of PDP are as follows; educators (classroom teachers, arts specialists and teaching artists) will improve their abilities to:

• Collaborate

• Design and implement arts integrated curriculum

• Design and collect individual portfolios of students’ arts and academic work

• Analyze and assess student arts and literacy learning through portfolios

• Use data from portfolio analysis to improve instruction\

Principals will improve their ability to:

• Utilize data on arts learning derived from portfolios to inform school improvement planning processes

• Design and implement grade-level and cross-grade school planning structures to implement arts integrated curriculum

• Support the role of arts teachers and external arts partners in overall school improvement efforts

Students will improve their:

• Abilities to document and reflect on their growth through portfolios

• Achievement in the visual arts and music

• Achievement in literacy

The project evaluation plan includes use of instruments designed to capture evidence of adherence to state, national and established professional standards.

