Grantee Name: Birmingham City Schools

Project Name: Straight A’s: Arts Advance Academic Achievement

Project Director: John H. McAphee

Telephone: (205) 231-4658

Email: jmcaphee@bhamcityschools.org 

Total Four Year Funding: $1,165,658.00

Schools Served: 9

Number of Students: 2,205

STRAIGHT A’S: Arts Advance Academic Achievement, a program of the Birmingham(Alabama) City Schools with community partner the Cultural Alliance of Greater Birmingham will develop and support and assess reciprocal teacher/artist partnerships to address school specific academic gaps of 4th grade student to increase and sustain academic achievement through infusion of the arts. The project will assess the impact of arts-integration teaching partnerships between the classroom teacher and guest artists-in-residence on fourth grade literacy (reading, vocabulary, writing and comprehension) and numeracy (mathematics) skills at nine at risk schools. The participating schools are Avondale, Central Park, Council, Glen Iris, Hemphill, North Roebuck, Robinson, South Hampton, and Whatley Targeting 4th grade students at nine elementary schools will provide integrated arts instruction for 2,205 students for the duration of the grant.

 Proposed Project Outcomes: outcomes to be measured include: 1) Teachers will have an increased awareness of how arts can enhance academics, increased confidence to infuse arts education into daily academic programming, satisfaction with the artists in residence program at their school; 2) Students who receive the arts integrated lessons will demonstrate greater gains on ARMT tests longitudinally than students in matched schools, evidence of improvements in areas of weakness on the ARMT that were targeted by artists in residence, greater improvement on ADAW scores for 5th grade students in years 2 and 3 in the target schools than in the matched comparison schools, improved attendance, decreased disciplinary referrals, improved sense of self-efficacy; 3) Parents will develop mover support for arts programs and gain an awareness for the value of arts in the schools; 4) In the participating schools, there will be improvements in school climate from baseline to year 3 (using a school climate instrument).

The evaluation of the STRAIGHT A’S project will be conducted by the external evaluator, Dr. Scott Synder; he will collect ARMT data when released each year. Context evaluation will be based on a traditional CIPP Model (Context, Input, Process, Product). CIPP Model will consist of the description of participating and comparison schools, Teaching Artist participants, teachers, administrators, and students in participating and comparison schools.

