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The Art in Action project is a partnership between ArtsErie, Union City Elementary School, Second District Elementary School, Cambridge Springs Elementary School and Edinboro University of Pennsylvania.  Through Art in Action, ArtsErie and its partner agencies propose to develop, document and evaluate a model that will enhance both the quality of teaching in the classroom as well as student academic achievement and engagement in the learning process by 1.) integrating the arts into existing curriculum, and strengthening in-school art experiences for approximately 900 elementary students living in rural northwestern Pennsylvania, and 2.) strengthening quality relationships between teaching artists and classroom teachers.

Art in Action proposes to engage 900 students annually in arts-infused classroom-based learning through the implementation of an Artist in Residence program in each of the partnering schools.  Pennsylvania Council on the Arts-approved residency artists will be randomly-assigned to up to thirty-six classrooms of students in grades PK-6 each project year.  Residencies will be nine weeks in duration, and designed to infuse arts-based instruction into the broad curriculum in ways that boost student achievement and student engagement in the learning process.

Art in Action proposes to improve lesson planning and develop a more active, engaging style of teaching by using professional development and ongoing art lessons to improve the quality of the relationship between the classroom teacher and the teaching artist. More than 60 elementary education professionals will participate in the following training programs.

· Language, Movement and Music in the Elementary Classroom is a 3-credit graduate course offered through Edinboro University of Pennsylvania.

· Art in Action artist/teacher retreats are 3-hour trainings scheduled for the first and last quarter of every school year of every project year.

· Art in Action “In-Art” trainings are 3-hour sessions instructed by art specialists representing each of the four major art disciplines, music, dance, drama and visual arts.

The program evaluation plan is based on a logic model that recognizes the power of arts-infused instructional methods and artist-teacher teams to improve the effectiveness of classroom instruction as well as student academic achievement and engagement in the learning process.  This evaluation will examine outcomes that are intended to measure the quality of teaching in addition to the impact of instruction on student achievement and student engagement.  Because the data collected will be specific to each residency in each classroom and will include both participating and non-participating classrooms based on the random-assignment methodology, the methods of evaluation to be used will be able to provide periodic assessment by academic quarter on the progress the program is making toward achieving intended outcomes. The evaluation plan will be designed, implemented, and managed by KeyStone Research Corporation of Erie, PA.

