The Oakland Unified School District (OUSD) of California, in collaboration with the Music

in Schools Today (MuST) and the Music-in-Education National Consortium (MIENC) and

building on previous NEA funded projects, proposes the Music Integrated Learning Environment

(MILE) Project. To improve teacher instruction and student performance in both the arts and

other core academic areas, the MILE project will pilot a cross-school collaborative process for

developing and implementing standards based, music integrated curricula, thereby meeting the

Absolute Priority. In line with district priorities the proposed model school partnerships will

involve first one high performing laboratory school as the professional development center of the

project in collaboration with three of Oakland Unified School District’s high poverty elementary

schools. Dissemination project results will begin with ten other high poverty schools in the final

year of the project.

A unique feature of the MILE program is the cross-sectional design that include both the

development of MILE early music integration literacy and drum circle interventions in grades K-2)and music integrate social understanding and school climate interventions in grades 3-5) thuscreating an entire K-5 program in the three implementation years of the project. Also unique is\the guidance and support each group will receive from content area external partners from localarts learning organizations (MuST) and national organization (MIENC) that will provide an

ongoing professional development targeted to teachers’ needs as the MILE grade level cohorts

progress over time. Evidence of the impact of arts integrated learning on music learning,

academic performance, social-emotional development, and school climate of randomly selected

participating schools will be compared against levels of conventional music learning, academic

performance, social development and school climate three demographically matched control

group high poverty schools.

Each participating MILE school will form a collaborative team with representative school

administrative staff, arts and classroom teachers, and arts learning mentors and consultants from

external partnering organizations. These teams will plan and implement the two-phase integrated

curriculum as a three-school cluster. A comprehensive professional development program,

directed by a collaborating team of OUSD, MIENC and MuST staff, will prepare a team of

administrators, classroom teachers, music specialists and/or teaching artists for their roles in each ofthe schools participating in theMILE program. A documentation, assessment, and research

component—using and building upon the MIENC’s field-tested instruments and tools developed

in collaboration with OUSD district staff—will help the schools, and ultimately the larger arts

learning community, to understand better the impact of the arts on learning and social

development, and how cross-school partnerships increase capacity to offer music integration

projects that meet arts learning, social development and school climate goals as high poverty

schools in a large urban school district.

The project evaluation, led by outside evaluator David Reider, OOUSD evaluator Wes

Watkins and Principal Investigator Larry Scripp, Ed.D., meets the Competitive Preference

Priority by using rigorous scientifically based research methods, including intensive data

collection from a random assignment of student populations for the formative and summative

evaluation in each of the three treatment schools and assessment of the dissemination of the

MILE program to ten high poverty schools in the Oakland Unified Schools District.
