ABSTRACT

The Imagine ARTS project will serve four diverse high needs Milwaukee schools with 1,770

students. These four Milwaukee Public Schools have a large number of students that are considered high poverty and a large number of students with special needs. 

The Milwaukee Public Schools, the largest district in Wisconsin, will partner with Arts@Large to provide arts integration services that will be implemented, evaluated and disseminated. The goal of this school-wide program is to develop an effective model of quality standards-based arts integration that is replicable with practical applications inurbane classrooms and sustainable in districts with limited resources. 

The objectives include: 1) increase student academic achievement in reading and mathematics through standards based integrated arts; 2) increase students’ access to and participating in high quality arts education activities and programs; 3) increase frequency of collaboration among stakeholders to foster a sustainable standards-based arts integration model.

Professional development will be provided for the entire faculty of each participating school, providing specific strategies and research based techniques to integrate visual and performing arts into non-arts disciplines to increase academic achievement in the area of reading and mathematics. Artist educators will provide artist in residencies designed to integrate various arts disciplines with reading and mathematics. Integration specialists will model art integration strategies and team-teach with classroom teachers. Each school will be linked with arts partners who will provide direct services to students through standards based integrated arts activities.

Imagine ARTS will: increase student achievement in literacy and mathematics through arts education: increase cross-curricular integration of the arts curriculum into core curricular subject matter; increase and improve collaborative planning among core subject teachers with art teachers; improve balanced arts/literacy/mathematics instruction in targeted schools; increase opportunities for the sequential study of the arts in a K-8 setting; increase parental and family learning opportunities in the arts and literacy; strengthen arts partnerships in the community. 

Each school site is unique and this model allows teachers and staff to shape the arts/literacy/mathematics initiatives for their program based on the educational needs of their students. The arts will be integrated into each school educational plan to support learning goals, increase student engagement and increase student achievement. The evaluation of the pilot project will measure the impact of integrated arts learning strategies in individual student development and achievement over time. This will guide the district in the expansion of this project. The methods and results of the project will be published via the internet and will be presented in professional journals and conferences to allow the results to be replicated by urban schools across the country.
