ABSTRACT

The Chicago Public Schools (CPS), in collaboration with the Chicago Arts Partnerships in

Education (CAPE), proposes the International Baccalaureate –Teaching Arts Project (IB-TAP).

To improve teacher instruction and student performance in the arts and other core academic

areas, IB-TAP will pilot a collaborative process for developing and implementing standards based,arts-integrated curricula in grades 6 through 8, thereby meeting the Absolute Priority.

The proposed project builds on CPS’ International Baccalaureate Middle Years Program (IBMYP) as well as on CPS’ ongoing work with CAPE.

The six treatment and three matched control group schools will be randomly selected from

the International Baccalaureate Middle Years Program in CPS. Artist partners will be chosen

from CAPE’s experienced team of teaching artists who are expert at collaborating with teachers

in challenged schools. Each group will form a collaborative team with each school’s IB

coordinator and arts teacher. These teams will plan and implement arts integrated curriculum

through a partnership structure. A comprehensive professional development program and

mentoring by experienced arts integration practitioners, directed by CPS and CAPE, will prepare

team members, classroom teachers, and teaching artists for their roles. 

A documentation, assessment, and research component—using and building upon CAPE’s field-tested instruments—will help the schools, and ultimately the larger educational community, understand the impact of the arts on learning and how arts partnerships build capacity. The independent project evaluation, led by Louanne Smolin, Ed.D. and Larry Scripp, Ed.D.,

meets the Competitive Preference Priority by using rigorous scientifically based research

methods, including random selection of schools and students.
