Advanced Placement Incentive (API) Program

 FY 2011 Competition

Frequently Asked Questions

Included In the Application Package 

Grants.gov
1) What is a DUNS number?  

The DUNS number is a unique nine-character number that identifies your organization. It is a tool of the federal government to track how federal money is distributed. Most large organizations, libraries, colleges and research universities already have DUNS numbers. Ask your grant administrator or chief financial officer to provide your organization’s DUNS number.  You may obtain a DUNS number at no cost.  If you do not have a DUNS number, please see the “Frequently Asked Questions” for applicants on Grants.gov at the link below:

http://www.grants.gov/applicants/applicant_faqs.jsp#obtaining
Eligibility
2) Who is eligible to receive a grant?

The API program allows the following entities to submit applications:  

· State educational agencies (SEAs);

· Local educational agencies (LEAs), including charter schools that are considered LEAs under state law; or

· National nonprofit educational entities with expertise in advanced placement services.

Note:  In the case of an eligible entity that is an SEA, the SEA may use API grant funds to award subgrants to LEAs to enable those LEAs to carry out authorized activities that support the absolute priority for this competition.  Other entities may not award subgrants under this program.

3) What is the definition of a “State educational agency?”

The term “State educational agency” means the State board of education or other agency or officer primarily responsible for the supervision of public elementary and secondary schools in a State.  In the absence of this officer or agency, it is an officer or agency designated by the Governor or State law.

4) What is the definition of a “local educational agency?”

The term “local educational agency” means a public board of education or other public authority legally constituted within a State for either administrative control or direction of, or to perform a service function for, public elementary schools or secondary schools in a city, county, township, school district, or other political subdivision of a State, or of or for a combination of school districts or counties that is recognized in a State as an administrative agency for its public elementary schools or secondary schools.  The term also includes:

· Any other public institution or agency having administrative control and direction of a public elementary school or secondary school;

· An elementary school or secondary school funded by the Bureau of Indian Affairs but only to the extent that including the school makes the school eligible for programs for which specific eligibility is not provided to the school in another provision of law and the school does not have a student population that is smaller than the student population of the local educational agency receiving assistance under the Elementary and Secondary Education Act with the smallest student population, except that the school shall not be subject to the jurisdiction of any State educational agency other than the Bureau of Indian Affairs; 

· Educational service agencies and consortia of those agencies; 

· A charter school that is considered an LEA under State law; and 

· The State educational agency in a State in which the State educational agency is the sole educational agency for all public schools.

5) What is the definition of a “national nonprofit educational entity with expertise in advanced placement services?”

We determine whether an entity is a “national nonprofit educational entity with expertise in advanced placement services” on a case-by-case basis.   If an organization wishes to apply under the program as a national nonprofit educational entity, its application must provide documentation that establishes its status as a national nonprofit educational entity and its expertise in advanced placement services. 

In determining whether an organization is a national nonprofit educational entity, a number of factors are considered.  These factors include, but are not necessarily limited to: 

· Whether the organization's charter, articles of incorporation, or other documents creating/establishing the organization, define the organization as a national organization and describe the organization's mission as being national in scope; and 

· Whether the organization has a national presence as is indicated in the scope of its work.  

6) If my State department of education is applying for an API grant, is my LEA still eligible to submit an application independently?  

Yes.  Both your SEA and your LEA may submit applications independently.  If your SEA is applying, you also may still apply.

7) Is a public school eligible to apply?
No.  Only LEAs, SEAs, and national nonprofit educational entities with expertise in advanced placement services are eligible to apply.  Unless it is considered an LEA under a State law, an individual school is not an eligible entity.  

8) Do I have to serve high schools?

Yes.  In order to meet the absolute priority, applicants must serve high schools.  Applicants can also provide services to the feeder middle or junior high schools of the high schools named in the application.

9) We use the term middle grades to describe students in grades 6-8, whether in distinct middle schools or not.  Can we serve students in these grades even if they do not attend a middle school?   

Yes.  A project may serve students in the middle grades who do not attend middle schools (such as students at a K-8 school) so long as the school in which they are enrolled has a high concentration of low-income students.

10) Do feeder middle schools have to be included in a project?  

No.  The absolute priority requires applicants to serve high schools with a high concentration of low-income students. Applicants also may serve the feeder middle or junior high schools for these high schools, but are not required to do so. 

11) What is the definition of “high-concentration of low-income students?”

When used with respect to a school, “high concentration” means a school that serves a student population of which 40 percent or more are low-income individuals.  The term “low-income individual” means an individual who is determined by an SEA or LEA to be a child, ages 5 through 19, from a low-income family on the basis (five options available) of:

· Data used by the Secretary to determine allocations under section 1124 of the ESEA; or

· Data on children eligible for free or reduced-price lunches under the National School Lunch Act; or

· Data on children in families receiving assistance under Part A of Title IV of the Social Security Act; or 

· Data on children eligible to receive medical assistance under the Medicaid program under Title XIX of the Social Security Act; or 

· An alternate method that combines or extrapolates from those data.  

12) Must all of the schools named in the application serve a high-concentration of low-income students?

Yes.   All schools (both middle and high schools) named in the application must serve a high- concentration of low-income students.

13) What qualifies as evidence that schools identified in an application have a high concentration of low-income students? What kind of documentation is necessary?  

An applicant that uses data on eligibility for free- and reduced-priced meals under the National School Lunch program may submit as evidence:

· A chart on district or state letterhead signed by the superintendent that indicates the total percentage of students eligible for free- or reduced-price lunches for each school (both middle and high schools) named in the application.   

· A report generated by a district's or state's management information system indicating the percentage of students that receive free- or reduced-price lunches.  Please note:  the report must indicate the name of the applicant, the date the report was produced and the time the report was created.   

In all cases, data must be for the 2010-11 school year.  
14) Can feeder-patterns be used to establish eligibility?

Yes.  Eligible entities can project the number of low-income students in a middle or high school based on the average poverty rate of the elementary school attendance areas that feed into the middle or high school.   Applicants should review the Title I non-regulatory guidance at http://www.ed.gov/programs/titleiparta/wdag.doc, especially question 10, for specific guidance on how to calculate the projected rates.  

15) What type of evidence is needed if we used elementary school feeder patterns to establish that a school has a high concentration of low-income students?  

If you use elementary school feeder patterns to establish a high concentration of low-income students, you must provide the documentation described in the response to question 13 for each of the schools named in your application and the data necessary to verify the accuracy of your calculations.  These data include: (1) the number of low-income individuals at each of the feeder elementary schools; and (2) the total enrollment at each of the feeder elementary schools.  Please see the tables on pages 13-15 of the Department’s August 2003 non-regulatory guidance document, “Local Educational Agency Identification and Selection of School Attendance Areas and Schools and Allocation of Title I Funds to Those Areas and Schools,” which is available at:

http://www.ed.gov/programs/titleiparta/wdag.doc
In addition, you must indicate which of the five options you selected to determine students’ low-income status.    

16) One of six of our elementary schools that feed into our comprehensive high school meets the 40 percent low-income criteria.  Is this sufficient to show that our high school has a high concentration of low-income students?  
No.  If you choose to use feeder patterns to establish that a high school has a high concentration of low-income students, you must include in your calculations all of the feeder schools.  

17) How do you establish eligibility using elementary school feeder patterns for a district-wide high or middle school of choice?  

A school of choice, in theory, services all schools in the LEA.  In order to calculate eligibility, you will have to determine the average poverty rate for all of the elementary schools in the LEA.  For a choice high or middle school that only serve a geographic region within the LEA, you will first need to determine the elementary schools in that geographic region and then calculate the average poverty rate for these elementary schools.

18) Can some activities be provided to students and/or schools not identified in the application?  
No.  In your application, you must name all of the schools that you will serve and provide evidence that each has a high concentration of low-income students.

19) May a consortium of eligible entities apply as a group?

Yes.  A consortium of eligible entities can submit an application, but must submit a consortium agreement with its application.  The relevant regulations from 34 CFR Part 75, Subsection C appear below:

Sec. 75.127--Eligible parties may apply as a group.

a) Eligible parties may apply as a group for a grant.

b) Depending on the program under which a group of eligible parties seeks assistance, the term used to refer to the group may vary. The list that follows contains some of the terms used to identify a group of eligible parties:

(1) Combination of institutions of higher education.

(2) Consortium.

(3) Joint applicants.

(4) Cooperative arrangements.

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1221e-3 and 3474)

Sec. 75.128--Who acts as applicant; the group agreement.

(a) If a group of eligible parties applies for a grant, the members of the group shall either:

(1) Designate one member of the group to apply for the grant; or

(2) Establish a separate, eligible legal entity to apply for the grant.

(b) The members of the group shall enter into an agreement that:

(1) Details the activities that each member of the group plans to perform; and

(2) Binds each member of the group to every statement and assurance made by the applicant in the application.

(c) The applicant shall submit the agreement with its application.

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1221e-3 and 3474)

Sec. 75.129--Legal responsibilities of each member of the group.

(a) If the Secretary makes a grant to a group of eligible applicants, the applicant for the group is the grantee and is legally responsible for:

(1) The use of all grant funds;

(2) Ensuring that the project is carried out by the group in accordance with Federal requirements; and

(3) Ensuring that indirect cost funds are determined as required under Sec. 75.564(e).

(b) Each member of the group is legally responsible to:

(1) Carry out the activities it agrees to perform; and

(2) Use the funds that it receives under the agreement in accordance with Federal requirements that apply to the grant.

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1221e-3 and 3474)

20) We currently have an API grant, are we eligible to apply for another API grant under this competition?

Yes.  Eligible entities that currently have an active grant can apply for another API grant.  

Note:  If the schools identified in the application submitted for the fiscal year 2011 competition are the same schools identified in the active grant, applicants must clearly outline the new services and programs that will be provided under the new award.  If sufficient documentation is not provided that clearly differentiates the services and programs funded under the active award from the new award, we may reduce the requested funding amount.

Priorities

21) Are there any absolute priorities that must be addressed in the application?

Yes.  There are two absolute priorities in the FY 2011 competition.  We will only consider applications that address these priorities.  

•  Absolute Priority 1:  Promoting Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics (STEM) Education

This priority supports projects that provide students with increased access to rigorous and engaging coursework in STEM. 
Note:  The Advanced Placement Incentive program is designed to increase successful participation of low-income students in advanced placement courses and tests.  Consequently, in responding to this priority, applicants must demonstrate how the project is designed to increase the access of low-income students to rigorous and engaging pre-advanced placement and advanced placement coursework in STEM.
•   Absolute Priority 2:  Expanding Access for Low-Income Individuals to Advanced Placement Program 

This priority supports projects that expand access for low-income individuals to advanced placement programs by:
1) Demonstrating an intent to carry out activities that target schools with a high concentration of   low-income students (as defined in the notice) or local educational agencies (LEAs) serving schools with a high concentration of low-income students;

2) Demonstrating a pervasive need for access to advanced placement incentive programs;
3) Demonstrating a focus on developing or expanding advanced placement programs and participation in the core academic areas of English, mathematics, and science;

4) Involving business and community organizations in the activities to be assisted;

5) Assuring the availability of matching funds from State, local, or other sources to pay for the costs of activities to be assisted; and  

6) Demonstrating an intent to carry out activities to increase the availability of, and participation in, on-line advanced placement courses.


Note:  In responding to this absolute priority, an application must:
· Identify the specific schools (both middle and high schools) that would receive project services, and provide evidence that each school currently (i.e., during the 2010-11 school year) has a high concentration of low-income students during the 2010-11 school year; and

· Identify the amount and sources of matching funds.  Consistent with 20 U.S.C. 6536, matching contributions under the API program must be resources that add “new monies” to an applicant’s current level of funding for advanced placement activities.
22) Must a project develop, enhance, or expand AP courses in all three subject matters—English, mathematics, and science—in all of the high schools served by the project?

No.  The project as a whole must develop, enhance or expand AP courses in English, mathematics, and science in high schools with a high concentration of low-income students and a pervasive need for access to advanced placement programs.  It is not required to address all three subject areas in every eligible high school it serves so long as the overall project addresses these three subject areas across all of the eligible high schools that will be served. 

23) If a project focused only on pre-AP courses in English, mathematics, and science, would it meet the absolute priority’s requirement that projects develop, enhance, or expand advanced placement programs in English, mathematics, and science? 

No.  Advanced placement program includes, at a minimum, advanced placement courses.  While a project may use grant funds to develop, enhance, or expand pre-AP courses and strategies, a project that focused exclusively on pre-AP courses would not meet the absolute priority.

24) What kinds of entities qualify as a “business?”  What kinds of organizations qualify as “community organizations?”

Since the terms “business and community organizations” are not defined in the notice inviting applications or in the statute authorizing the API program, applicants are free to adopt their own reasonable definition of these terms.  An applicant should articulate briefly in its application why it considers a particular entity to be a business or a community organization.

25) Must we involve both business and community organizations in the activities that will be assisted, or can we select either a business or community organizations?

To meet the absolute priority, the application must involve both business and community organizations.

26) Are we required to contribute a specific percentage of matching funds?

No.  We require applicants to provide matching funds, but do not prescribe the specific amount or percentage of funds that must be contributed.  

27) What funds can we use to satisfy the match? Do in-kind contributions count?

This matching requirement may be satisfied by either or both of the following:

· Allowable costs incurred by the applicant (and, in the case of a State educational agency, subgrantee).  This includes allowable costs borne by non-Federal grants or by others and by cash donations from non-Federal third parties; and

· The value of third party in-kind contributions applicable to the project period.

Note:  You may not include any costs or contributions that have been or will be counted towards satisfying a cost sharing or matching requirement of another Federal grant agreement, a Federal procurement contract, or any other award of Federal funds.

For additional information on matching:

State and local educational agencies should review 34 CFR 80.24 at the link below:

http://www2.ed.gov/policy/fund/reg/edgarReg/edgar.pdf
Non-profit organizations should review 34 CFR 74.23 at the link below:

http://www2.ed.gov/policy/fund/reg/edgarReg/edgar.pdf
28) Can we count the funds we receive through the Federal AP Test Fee program as matching funds?  What about funds we receive through competitive Federal grants, such as the Foreign Language Assistance Program?

No.  Your matching contribution must be provided from non-Federal funds. 

29) Can we count the funds we receive through the Title I and Title II Teacher Quality programs as matching funds?  Although these programs are Federal, we receive the funds from our SEA.

No.  Your matching contribution must be provided from non-Federal funds.  Federal grant monies that are distributed by SEAs to LEAs are Federal funds. 

30) May we count in-kind services donated by a third-party as a matching contribution?

Yes.   Applicants may count in-kind services donated by a third-party as a matching contribution provided that these services are:

· Not included as contributions for any other Federally-assisted project or program; 

· Necessary and reasonable for proper and efficient accomplishment of project or program objectives; and

· Allowable under the API program and the applicable cost principles. 

The values of third-party contributions of services and property must be established in accordance with the applicable cost principles.  

For additional information on third-party contributions of services and property:

State and local educational agencies should review 34 CFR 80.24 at the link below:

http://www2.ed.gov/policy/fund/reg/edgarReg/edgar.pdf
Non-profit organizations should review 34 CFR 74.23 at the link below:

http://www2.ed.gov/policy/fund/reg/edgarReg/edgar.pdf
31) Can we use the funds we are currently spending on our AP programs (such as teacher salaries) to provide the required match?

Probably not.  The statute's prohibition against supplanting non-Federal funds also applies to resources contributed by an applicant as a match.  Matching contributions must supplement the resources that would otherwise have been available in the absence of API grant funds.  In most cases, this means that the matching requirement must be met with “new money.”   

There are limited circumstances, however, where the matching requirement could be met with existing costs.  An applicant would have to demonstrate that these existing funds would not have continued in the absence of API grant funds.  Determinations about whether the use of existing costs to meet the match are truly supplementary and do not supplant have to made on a case-by-case basis.  

32) Our API project proposes to establish new AP courses at two of our high schools and hire three new teachers to teach these courses.  If we paid the salary of one of these teachers, could we count this as part of our match?

Determinations about whether the use of existing costs to meet the match are truly supplementary and do not supplant must be made on a case-by-case basis.  Based on the limited facts provided, however, it is possible that the non-Federal funds used to pay one teacher’s salary could be applied to meet the matching requirement.  If your organization would not have hired this teacher in the absence of API grant funds, its payment of the teacher’s salary probably could be considered a matching contribution.  Remember also that only the portion of the teacher’s salary that is allocable to the project may count toward the match.  For example, if the teacher will only spend 40 percent of his or her time teaching AP courses and performing other activities related to the project, your organization may count only 40 percent of his or her salary as a matching contribution.  

33) If a computer lab is currently in place, could we count the use of the lab for online courses as part of the match?

Matching contributions must supplement the resources that would otherwise have been available in the absence of API grant funds.   While determinations about whether the use of existing costs to meet the match are truly supplementary and do not supplant must be made on a case-by-case basis, it is unlikely that the costs of equipment you purchased for an existing computer lab would be considered supplementary.   

34) The notice indicates that we may charge indirect costs to the grant, though at the restricted rate.  If we decide not to charge the grant for any indirect costs, could we count these costs as an in-kind match?

Yes.  Your organization has the option to waive all or a portion of its claims for indirect costs at the restricted rate.  Your organization may consider any amount it waives as an in-kind matching contribution because these are costs that it would not have incurred in the absence of the API grant award.  Like all other grant expenditures, your organization must maintain proper records accounting for the use of these grant funds.

35) Are we allowed to purchase computers, software, and Internet service in order to ensure access for low-income students to online AP courses?  

Yes.  API grant funds can be used to purchase equipment and software under some circumstances.  These costs must be clearly related to the goals of your project and be necessary for the proper and efficient performance and administration of your grant award.  The costs must be reasonable, allocable, and meet other requirements set out in the appropriate OMB Circular for your type of organization (see links included below for more information).

For example, if the computers purchased will only be used 25 percent of the time for project-related activities, only 25 percent of the costs are allocable to the grant.  Finally, API grant funds may be used for this purpose only if these funds supplement and do not supplant non-Federal funds available for this purpose.

Applicants should outline clearly how the equipment is going to be utilized in the project narrative section of the application and describe costs associated with purchasing the equipment and software in detail in the budget narrative. 

(1) State, local, and Indian tribal governments should consult OMB Circular A-87, which can be found at the link below:

http://www.whitehouse.gov/omb/circulars/a087/a87_2004.html
(2) Non-profit entities should consult OMB Circular A-122, which can be found at the link below:

http://www.whitehouse.gov/omb/circulars/a122/a122_2004.html
36) Are there any competitive preference priorities that will be used to score applications?

Yes.  There is one competitive preference priority in the FY 2011 competition.  Applicants can select to address or not address the competitive preference priority.  We award an additional five points to an application that meets this priority.  
This priority supports projects that provide services to students enrolled in persistently lowest-achieving schools. 

Note:  To meet this competitive preference priority, the applicant must provide evidence in its application (Project Abstract section) that its proposed project will serve one or more persistently lowest-achieving schools.
37) What is the definition of “persistently lowest-achieving schools?”
“Persistently lowest-achieving schools” means, as determined by the State:  (i) Any Title I school in improvement, corrective action, or restructuring that (a) is among the lowest-achieving five percent of Title I schools in improvement, corrective action, or restructuring or the lowest-achieving five Title I schools in improvement, corrective action, or restructuring in the State, whichever number of schools is greater; or (b) is a high school that has had a graduation rate as defined in 34 CFR 200.19(b) that is less than 60 percent over a number of years; and (ii) any secondary school that is eligible for, but does not receive, Title I funds that:  (a) is among the lowest-achieving five percent of secondary schools or the lowest-achieving five secondary schools in the State that are eligible for, but do not receive, Title I funds, whichever number of schools is greater; or (b) is a high school that has had a graduation rate as defined in 34 CFR 200.19(b) that is less than 60 percent over a number of years. 

To identify the persistently lowest achieving schools, a State must take into account both: (i)  The academic achievement of the all students group in a school in terms of proficiency on the State’s assessments under section 1111(b)(3) of the ESEA in reading/language arts and mathematics combined; and (ii)  the school’s lack of progress on those assessments over a number of years in the all students group
38) Where can I find the list of the persistently low-achieving schools in my State?

Each State's list of approved persistently low-achieving schools can be found in the School Improvement Grant (SIG) application that was submitted by the State and approved by the U.S. Department of Education in 2010.  Approved State applications can be found on the Department's website at the link below:

http://www2.ed.gov/programs/sif/summary2010/index.html
39) The approved State application includes a list of schools with different classifications. Which schools on the list are eligible for the additional 5 competitive preference priority points?
Competitive preference priority points will be awarded for applications that include one or more schools that are identified as “Tier I” and “Tier II” on the approved 2010 State list.  Competitive preference points will NOT be awarded to applications that include schools identified as “Tier III or Newly Eligible.”

40) Who will award the competitive priority points?

The API program staff will award the competitive preference priority points.

41) Will an applicant receive more competitive priority points if it includes more than one persistently lowest-achieving school in its application?

No. Applicants will be awarded 5 points regardless of whether they propose to serve 1, 2, or 3 persistently lowest-achieving schools. As long as one persistently lowest-achieving school is included, the full 5 points will be awarded. 
Note: In order to receive the 5 points, it is very important that applicants clearly list the school(s) that will be served by the project in the project abstract.
42) What should an applicant consider if it wants to include a persistently lowest-achieving school in its application?

Some schools identified as persistently lowest-achieving will receive SIG funding and will be required to adopt one of four school intervention models (turnaround, restart, school closure, or transformation). If an applicant proposes to serve a school that it anticipates will receive SIG funds, it should ensure that the project services are consistent with the school intervention model selected. So, for example, if an applicant wishes to include a school it anticipates will receive SIG funding, it should consider the fact that the school will be required to undergo major changes that may impact staffing, administration, and possible closure. Additionally, the school will receive a large amount of funding under SIG – up to $2 million per year for three years.

The applicant should carefully consider these factors in its proposal. It should not propose services that cannot be implemented because they are inconsistent with the SIG reform models. For more information on the reform models and SIG requirements, see the SIG Web site at: http://www.ed.gov/programs/sif/index.html.
Grant Award Amount and Duration

43) How much funding is available for awards in FY 2011?

Approximately $11.5 million dollars are available in FY 2011 for awards.  The Department anticipates awarding 17 new grant awards.  

44) Is there a maximum amount that eligible entities can request?

Yes.  The maximum allowed for any 12-month budget period is $650,000.  The total 12-month maximum award amount includes both direct and indirect costs.  We will REJECT any application that proposes a budget exceeding $650,000 for a single budget period of 12 months.  

	Budget Period
	Maximum Award Amount 

(includes direct and indirect costs)

	Budget Period 1:  August 2011 – July 2012
	$650,000

	Budget Period 2:  August 2012 – July 2013
	$650,000

	Budget Period 3:  August 2013 – July 2014
	$650,000


45) Can we request funds for more than one year?

Yes.  Projects under the API program may be funded for up to 36 months.  Funding is awarded on a yearly basis and is contingent upon the demonstration of substantial progress toward meeting project goals and objectives each year and the availability of future funding.  

Deadlines

46) What is the deadline for the notice of intent to apply?

We ask prospective applicants to inform us by e-mail if they intend to apply by April 15, 2011.  Submitting a notice of intent to apply is optional.  We ask for this information only so that we can determine how many peer reviewers we will need to evaluate applications.  

47) Where do I send my notice of intent to apply?

Please email your notice of intent to apply to AdvancedPlacementProgram@ed.gov.  Please put “Notice of Intent to Apply” in the subject header of your message.

48) Am I required to submit a notice of intent to apply?  

No.  Applicants are not required to submit a notice of intent to apply.  If you do not submit a notice of intent to apply, you may still submit an application for funding. 

49) What should I use as the project start date?

You may use August 2011 as your project start date for purposes of the application.  Should you receive an award and this date is different, you will be asked to adjust your timeline according to the actual start date.

50) What is the deadline for submitting applications?

Your application must be fully uploaded and submitted, and must be date/time stamped by the Grants.gov system no later than 4:30:00 p.m., Washington, DC time, on May 16, 2011.

Budget

51) How can funds be used under this grant program?

The primary purpose of the API program is to increase the successful participation of low-income students in advanced placement courses and tests.  Funds must be used to expand access for low-income individuals to advanced placement incentive programs that involve:

· Teacher training; 

· Pre-advanced placement course development;

· Coordination and articulation between grade levels to prepare students for academic achievement in advanced placement courses; 

· Books and supplies; 

· Activities to increase the availability of, and participation in, on-line advanced placement courses; or 

· Any other activity directly related to expanding access to and participation in advanced placement incentive programs, particularly for low-income individuals.

52) How does the Supplement-Not-Supplant provision impact the program?

Funds provided under the API program must be used only to supplement, and not to supplant, other non-Federal funds that are available to expand access to advanced placement or pre-advanced placement courses and tests.

53) Which indirect cost rate should we use?  Should we use the restricted or the unrestricted rate?

Because the API program includes a supplement-not-supplant provision, applicants must use the restricted indirect cost rate.  It is up to each applicant to decide whether it will charge indirect costs.  If an applicant receives an award under the API program, it will have to provide a copy of its approved indirect cost rate agreement prior to receiving funding.  While not required as an attachment to the application, applicants are highly encouraged to submit a copy of their agreement.  (Part 6:  Other Attachment Forms). 

54) What happens if I do not have an agreement in place?

If an applicant decides to charge indirect costs to this program and there is a no restricted, indirect cost rate in place, the applicant must follow the instructions found in the Important Information Regarding Restricted Indirect Cost Rates section of this application package.

Performance Goals and Reporting

55) Do we need to establish yearly targets for each project objective?   

Applicants must include in their application the goals and objectives to be achieved by the proposed project.  For each objective, please provide yearly targets.  These targets will be used to measure your progress in meeting the goals and objectives outlined in your application.  

You will be required to report annually on your success in meeting your goals, objectives, and yearly targets. We will make continuation awards only to those grantees that have made substantial progress in achieving their project goals and objectives.   

56) Are there specific Government Performance and Results Act (GPRA) measures for this grant program?
Yes.  In addition to the statutory [section 1705(f) of the ESEA] data requirements, the Department has established two GPRA indicators for the API program as follows: 

(1) The ratio of Advanced Placement (AP), International Baccalaureate (IB), and other advanced placement tests recognized by the Secretary taken in public high schools served by API grants to the number of seniors enrolled at those high schools.

(2) The ratio of AP, IB, and other approved advanced placement tests passed (AP tests receiving scores of 3 or higher, IB tests receiving scores of 4 or higher, or other advanced placement tests receiving equivalent scores) by low-income students in public high schools served by API grants to the number of low-income seniors enrolled at those schools.

If funded, applicants will be asked to collect and report data in their performance and final reports about progress toward this measure.
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