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Century College, a public community and technical college serving the East Metro of Minneapolis – St. Paul, Minnesota, will implement a five-year project to improve the Career and Technical Education (CTE) enrollment, retention, and graduation rates of Asian, Pacific Islander, and other disadvantaged students. The college serves large populations of students from Southeast Asian refugee communities.
The project will implement three activities to realize its goals:
Activity One:  CTE Program and Curriculum Development – CTE programs that support career pathways into high-demand careers for target population students will be further developed. Researchers will inventory and evaluate CTE-related career pathways in the East Metro. CTE faculty will receive training in culturally-relevant pedagogy and English for Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL) strategies to better engage students in learning.
Activity Two:  Outreach to Asian, Pacific Islander, other immigrant/refugee, and low-income communities will build new partnerships to serve students while encouraging younger students’ interest in higher education. Collaborations with refugee-serving community based and workforce organizations will help build support networks around students.
Activity Three:  Student support in CTE programs – Supplemental education tutoring, career navigation, financial literacy education, and augmented ESOL learning will lead to greater enrollment, retention and graduation rates.
Funding:  $299,942
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