U.S. Department of Education

Title IV Loans

Meeting Summary

March 31, 2015

Welcome

Gail McLarnon, the federal negotiator, welcomed Committee members to the second negotiated rulemaking session. 
Review Agenda 

Susan Podziba, one of the facilitators, reviewed the meeting agenda, including the addition of the item, “changes to committee membership.”
Changes to Committee Membership

The primary negotiator for the community of interest, minority serving institutions, Theresa Montaňo of the California State University-Northridge, has resigned due to scheduling conflicts.  The alternate for this community of interest, Patricia Hurley, will serve as the primary negotiator.  

The alternate for the community of interest, groups representing U.S. military servicemembers or veterans, D. Wayne Robinson, Student Veterans of America, has resigned from the Committee due to time constraints.  In accordance with the Committee’s organizational protocols, the Committee approved Chris Cate, Student Veterans of America, as his replacement.  The organizational protocols will be revised to reflect these changes in committee membership.
Review of Meeting Summary for Session One
The meeting summary was approved with no changes.

Finalize Scope of Issues to be Negotiated
The Committee finalized its scope of issues to be negotiated. It is composed of the following: 

1. Pay As You Earn (PAYE); 

2. Service Members Civil Relief Act (SCRA); 

3. Easing the Transition of Borrowers from Rehabilitation to Servicing

4. Participation Rate Index Appeal

5. Technical Correction for FFEL Rehabilitated Loans

6. Application of Department of Defense Lump Sum Payments for Public Service Loan Forgiveness

Discuss Issues and Proposed Regulatory Language

The Committee discussed and reviewed draft regulatory language for each issue in great detail. Multiple proposals were offered, and many were reflected in revised proposals. A tentative agreement was reached on the issue, Technical Correction for FFEL Rehabilitated Loans. The Department will prepare revised regulatory language for the other five issues.

Data Discussion 

Matt Sessa, Deputy Chief Operating Officer at Federal Student Aid, U.S. Department of Education, discussed data concerning the tax filing status of borrowers who applied for income-driven repayment (IDR) plans and provided tax information.  Ian Foss, Policy Liaison & Implementation Staff at Federal Student Aid, U.S. Department of Education, discussed data concerning IDR income recertification and described the IDR Notification Pilots.
Public Comment

There were no public comments.

Next Meeting

The next Committee session will be held on April 28-30, 2015 at the U.S. Department of Education in the 8th Floor Conference Center located at 1990 K Street, N.W. in Washington, D.C.  Sessions will begin at 9:00 a.m. and conclude at 5:00 p.m. each day.

Next Steps

The facilitators will distribute the revised organizational protocols, approved summary of meeting one, draft summary of meeting two, and a draft agenda for meeting three.  In addition, they will distribute revised draft regulatory text provided by the Department for all issues one week prior to the next meeting. Committee members will communicate with others within their communities of interest to inform and get feedback from them. Nonfederal negotiators will provide proposals to the Department for its internal consideration.
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