April 2, 2014


Ms. Pamela Moran

US Department of Education

Office of Postsecondary Education

1990 K Street, NW

Washington, DC 20006
Dear Ms. Moran,

A subgroup was formed at the March 26-28 meetings to discuss the issue of the billing of books and supplies as described in §668.164 (c ) (2).  In that subsection, the Department proposes the following language:

· An institution may not include the cost of books and supplies as part of tuition and fees under paragraph (c )(1)(i).

The members of the subgroup, and surely the entire committee, understand and support the Department’s goal of transparency and clarity for the students and families we serve.  We must consider, however, some recent trends in the way course content and materials are presented and made available to students.  There are schools and programs in which students are provided with materials and content uniquely created for, and requisite to, the courses and program in which they are enrolled.   These materials, even if used in ways mirroring textbooks, are not intended to be available for purchase elsewhere, nor are they created as individually priced retail goods.  We believe that as the Department’s intent of §668.164 (c )(2) is to give students the information they would need to make a well informed decision about textbook purchases, such as finding less expensive copies, that intent does not apply to materials unavailable elsewhere.  We therefore suggest changing the verbiage in §668.164 (c ) (2) to read as follows:
· An institution may not include the cost of books and supplies as part of tuition and fees under paragraph (c )(1)(i) unless those books and supplies are not readily available for purchase elsewhere.

The subgroup thanks the Department for their consideration and would be happy to answer any questions or discuss the matter further.

Respectfully submitted,

David Sheridan

Negotiator

Financial Aid Administrators

Director of Financial Aid

Columbia University

School of International and Public Affairs

420 West 118th Street

New York, NY 10027

