Distance Education Enrollment Statistics as Compiled by WCET


U.S. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION  IPEDS FALL ENROLLMENT 2012 SURVEY

	% Exclusively DE Course
	% Some but not all DE Courses
	% at Least ONE DE Course
	% No DE Courses
	Total
Higher Ed
Enrollments

	13% 
	14% 
	26% 
	74% 
	20,642,819 


	Students Enrolled…
	Institutions
	Students

	In Another U.S. State 
	2,129 
	1,176,009 

	In Another Country 
	940 
	33,561 

	In U.S. State, State Unknown 
	
	36,779 

	Location Unknown, Unreported 
	
	55,431 


U.S. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION  IPEDS FALL ENROLLMENT 2012 SURVEY

	
	Total higher ed
enrollments
	Sector enrollment
as % of total
enrollments
	Students enrolled exclusively in distance education courses
(percentage of all students taking all their courses at a distance)
	Students enrolled in some but not all distance education courses 
(percentage of all students taking some but not all distance courses)

	Public
	15,085,798
	71.4%
	1,251,398 
	47.2% 
	2,409,595
	84.8% 

	Private, Non-Profit
	4,118,688
	19.5%
	473,941 
	17.9% 
	291,144
	10.2% 

	Private, For-Profit
	1,932,857
	9.1%
	928,087
	35.0% 
	141,870
	5.0% 

	Totals 
	21,137,343 
	  
	2,653,426 
	
	2,842,609 
	


Note:  The Fall Enrollment 2012 survey results were released in December 2013.  This is the most recent data that IPEDS has released on distance education enrollments.  Prior to the 2012 survey, the U.S. Department of Education did not collect distance education enrollment statistics for more than a decade.  Compiled by WCET.  Contact:  Russ Poulin, rpoulin@wiche.edu.
See WCET Frontiers blog post on distance education enrollments:  
http://wcetblog.wordpress.com/2014/03/19/misconceptions-in-distance-ed-by-sector/

FROM YET-TO-BE PUBLISHED WCET/UPCEA/SARA SURVEY
Preliminary Results
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We have applied and/or 

received approval from all of 

the states in which we plan 

to serve students.

We have formally applied to 

one or more states.

We have formally contacted 

some or all states, but have 

not applied to any state.

We have undertaken some 

initial steps.

We have yet to address any 

state authorization 

requirements.

Institutions Have Been Making 

Steady Progress Since 2011

About one-quarter of colleges have 

applied and/or received approval 

from all states of interest, compared 

with just 5% in 2011 and 15% in 

2012.

Another 44% have formally applied 

to at least one state. All but 3% have 

taken at least some steps towards 

state authorizations.

While 25% have all the needed 

approvals, just under one-third 

(31%) have not applied to any state.  


	State
	State Total of IHEs reporting students who are exclusively DE & OUTSIDE their state
	State Total of IHEs reporting students who are exclusively DE & OUTSIDE the U.S.

	AK
	7
	4

	AL
	40
	8

	AR
	33
	8

	AZ
	45
	15

	CA
	115
	125

	CO
	49
	25

	CT
	27
	9

	DC
	11
	6

	DE
	8
	0

	FL
	87
	35

	GA
	66
	23

	HI
	14
	9

	IA
	43
	14

	ID
	8
	6

	IL
	92
	44

	IN
	42
	20

	KS
	44
	18

	KY
	47
	15

	LA
	25
	8

	MA
	61
	27

	MD
	39
	19

	ME
	13
	9

	MI
	64
	28

	MN
	74
	18

	MO
	68
	28

	MS
	27
	7

	MT
	12
	6

	NC
	68
	24

	ND
	14
	10

	NE
	25
	15

	NH
	17
	4

	NJ
	35
	11

	NM
	25
	10

	NV
	11
	4

	NY
	110
	57

	OH
	87
	25

	OK
	43
	24

	OR
	36
	18

	PA
	98
	42

	RI
	7
	3

	SC
	33
	16

	SD
	19
	7

	TN
	40
	13

	TX
	114
	54

	UT
	21
	5

	VA
	57
	36

	VT
	11
	6

	WA
	22
	5

	WI
	44
	9

	WV
	23
	5

	WY
	8
	3

	Total # IHEs reporting
	2,129
	940


Contrary to popular belief, only about one-third of exclusively distance enrollments are enrolled at for-profit institutions.





One-out-of-eight students (12.5%) are enrolled exclusively at a distance. 





31%





25%
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Progress in addressing the state authorization regulations

Institutions Have Been Making Steady Progress Since 2011

About one-quarter of colleges have applied and/or received approval from all states of interest, compared with just 5% in 2011 and 15% in 2012.



Another 44% have formally applied to at least one state. All but 3% have taken at least some steps towards state authorizations.



While 25% have all the needed approvals, just under one-third (31%) have not applied to any state.  





We have yet to address any state authorization requirements.	

2011	2012	2014	3.0000000000000016E-2	5.0000000000000031E-2	3.3000000000000002E-2	We have undertaken some initial steps.	

2011	2012	2014	0.38000000000000034	0.18000000000000013	0.15900000000000014	We have formally contacted some or all states, but have not applied to any state.	

2011	2012	2014	0.26	9.0000000000000066E-2	0.12200000000000007	We have formally applied to one or more states.	

2011	2012	2014	0.28000000000000008	0.52	0.44000000000000011	We have applied and/or received approval from all of the states in which we plan to serve students.	

2011	2012	2014	5.0000000000000031E-2	0.15000000000000013	0.24600000000000014	
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			 			We have yet to address any state authorization requirements.			We have undertaken some initial steps.			We have formally contacted some or all states, but have not applied to any state.			We have formally applied to one or more states.			We have applied and/or received approval from all of the states in which we plan to serve students.


			2011			3%			38%			26%			28%			5%


			2012			5%			18%			9%			52%			15%


			2014			3%			16%			12%			44%			25%
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