Dear Governor:
I am writing to advise you of an important upcoming deadline for postsecondary institutions to come into compliance with State authorization requirements in order for their students to receive Federal student aid to pay for their college costs. 
Because so many students depend on Federal student aid, I want to bring your attention to the attached Dear Colleague Letter (DCL) that reminds postsecondary institutions and States that postsecondary institutions are required to have certain types of State oversight and approval to participate in the Title IV Federal Student Aid programs.  The previous stay of enforcement of the State authorization regulations, intended to provide time for appropriate State authorization procedures to be developed and implemented, will end on July 1, 2013.  Postsecondary institutions not compliant with the State authorization regulations by that date could lose their eligibility to participate in Title IV Federal Student Aid programs.  
The DCL has been posted on the Department’s website for postsecondary institutions and e-mailed to State education agencies.  States anticipating difficulty meeting the deadline date are asked to contact the Department with a description of the issue and their plan for meeting the regulatory requirements.  I encourage you to review the DCL.   If you need further information, please contact Sophia McArdle by telephone at (202) 219-7078 or by e-mail at sophia.mcardle@ed.gov.





Sincerely,






David A. Bergeron





Acting Assistant Secretary for





Postsecondary Education
Attachment
