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Dear Sir or Madam,

T s unable to attend any of the recent public hearings held in advance of the upcoming
negotiated rulemaking sessions. | respectfully submit the attached written testimony regarding Title IV of HEOA on
behalf of INGTNRGEGGGW o csident, Association of American Colleges and Universities.

I have also faxed a copy of the attached document to Wendy Macias as instructed.
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Written Testimony on Negotiated Rulemaking for HEOA Title 1V
Submitted bvh, Assoclation of American Colleges and Universities

| am pleased to offer the following testimony in support of the Department of Education’s announced
negotlated rulemaking on Title IV of the Higher Education Opportunity Act. My remarks are informed by
our extensive work on the quality of student learning with the Association of American Colleges and
Universities’ {AAC&U’s) 1200 member colleges and universities. AAC&U's members are half public, half
private, and represent the full spectrum of American higher education, two-year, four-year, research
universlties, and many state systems. '

It is heartening to see that Secretary Duncan and his colleagues are moving quickly and aggressively to
implement the provisions of the HEOA and leverage departmental resources to increase access for more
students to the advantages provided by an excellent college education. My remarks below focus on
how we can build the capacity of our system of education—elementary, secondary and postsecondary—
not just to accelerate college enrollment and completion, but to ensure that every student graduates
from high school ready for success at college-level work and that every college student earns a
postsecondary credential that will have lasting value.

Research sponsored by AAC&U, as part of its initiative, Liberal Education and America’s Promise (LEAP):
Excellence for Everyone as a Nation Goes to College, underscores the direct connection between '
America’s future prosperity and raising the leveis of achievement for all students. This is why the
department’s increased focus on college students’ persistence and completion Is so important. OQur
conception of persistence and completion needs, however, to be expanded to focus directly on the
capabilities that students work to develop through their combined school and college studies. Our
definition of successful educational “completion,” in other words, should encompass students’
achievement of essential learning outcomes at each level of education. Completion defined in terms of
courses and credit hours alone will leave many college students seriously underprepared.

AACRU’s research shows that more than 70 percent of employers want our colleges and universities to
place more empbhasis on high-levels of achievement in the following specific areas: science and
technology, teamwork skills in diverse settings, complex written and oral communication skills, critical
and analytic reasoning, global and intercultural knowledge, information literacy and applied knowledge
in real-world settings (see attached). New research from the Georgetown Center on Education and the
Workforce confirms with robust economic data the direct connection between these higher level skills
and knowledge and career success. These capabilities or learning outcomes are needed for the jobs of
the future; they are the forms of learning that are rewarded in the marketplace. These learning
outcomes also contribute directly to Americans’ readiness to participate in our democracy as active and
knowledgeable citizens.

The implication of these data, however, is that graduating more students from college is important, but
insufficient as a national goal for postsecondary learning and achievement. The skills and knowledge
graduates gain from both high school and college must be robust enough and flexible enough for
graduates to thrive in a competitive global environment or those increased numbers of degrees won't
actually fuel our economic recovery and our long-term economic and societal vitality. As Georgetown
labor economist and director of the Center on Education and the Workforce, Anthony Carnevale has put
it, "what matters to career success is students’ development of a broad set of cross-cutting capacities.”


























