From: Ron Hager [mailto:ron.hager@ndrn.org] 
Sent: Tuesday, January 05, 2010 9:40 AM
To: Miller, Tony
Subject: Greenfield Wisconsin SD plans to use stimulus funds to build seclusion rooms

Dear Deputy Secretary Miller,

I am writing to you concerning the Greenfield School District’s plans to use some of its stimulus money to build seclusion rooms.  I am the special education expert at the National Disability Rights Network, and our organization has been working with Congress and the Administration to put an end to seclusion, evidenced by a bill introduced by Chairman Miller last month.  The National Disability Rights Network applauds the position Secretary Duncan took in his July 31, 2009 letter to chief school officers and his December 8, 2009 letter to Chairman Miller regarding seclusion and restraints.  We would like to see a clear and consistent message that federal stimulus funds should not be used to build or alter seclusion rooms, and hope the Department will follow up with this school district. The Greenfield School District could better address the needs of students and staff by investing their stimulus funds in staff training on safe and appropriate de-escalation techniques and other alternatives to seclusion.

I have included a link to an article which explains the district’s decision to use stimulus funds for seclusion rooms: http://www.greenfieldnow.com/news/79322582.html
Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions.  
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