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OMB Number: 4040-0004
Expiration Date: 01/31/2009

Application for Federal Assistance SF-424 X Version 02

* 1. Type of Submission: * 2. Type of Application: " If Revision, select appraer'me letter{s}:

o New I ————

O Continuation * Other (Specify)

— ]

O Preapplication
@ Application

O Changed/Comrected Application O Revision

4., Applicant Identifier:

S399A080337

* Sb. Federal Award ldentifier:

6.Date Received by State: [ ]
8. APPLICANT INFORMATION: . |

Province:
* Country:

*Zp  Postal Coce:

e. Organizational Unit:

Tracking Number: GRANT00472926 Funding Oppa'tunl? Number: ED-GRANTS-050708-002 Recsived Date: 2008-06-09 14:49:17.000-04:00 Time Zone: GMT-5

PR/Award # S3598080017 e



OMB Number: 4040-0004
Expiration Date: 01/31/2009

Application for Federal Assistance SF-424 Version 02

9. Type of Applicant 1: Select Applicant Type:

iH: Public/State Controlled Institution of Higher Education
Type of Appiicant 2: Select Applicant Type:

—— — — 0 0 0 0V V ]

Type of Applicant 3: Select Applicant Type:

S

* Other (specify):

* 10. Name of Federal Agency:
%].S. Department of Education

11. Cataleg of Federal Domestic Assistance Number:
|

g S
>
%

Farly Reading First

* 12. Funding Opportunity Number:
[ED-GRANTS-050708-00

ii

[Early Reading First 84.352A and B: Full Application

13. Competition ldentification Number:

34-35882008-1

Tite:

S —

14. Areas Affected by Project (Cities, Counties, States, etc.):

* 15. Descriptive Title of Applicant’s Project:

Attach supporting documents as specified in agency instructions.

Tracking Number: GRANT00472926 Funding Oppu‘h.m? Number: ED-GRANTS-050708-002 Recoived Date: 2008-08-09 14:48:17.000-04:00 Time Zone: GMT-5
PR/Award # S3538080017 e



OMEB Number: 4040-0004
Expiration Date: 01/31/2008

Application for Federal Assistance SF-424 Version 02

16. Congressional Districts Of:
*a. Applcant
Attach an additional list of Program/Project Congressional Districts if needed.

17. Proposed Project:

* a. Start Date: M0/04/2008

* 19. Is Application Subject to Review By State Under Executive Order 12372 Process?
O a. This application was made available to the State under the Executive Order 12372 Process for review on :[
O 5. Program is subject to E.©. 12372 but has not been selected by the State for review,

@ c¢. Program is not covered by E.Q. 12372,

* 20. Is the Applicant Delinquent On Any Federal Debt? (If "Yes", provide explanation.)
O Yes & No

21. "By signing this application, ) certify (1) to the statements contained in the list of certifications™ and (2) that the statements
herein are true, complete and accurate 1o the best of my knowledge. ] also provide the required assurances™ and agree to com-
ply with any resulting terms if | accept an award. | am aware that any false, fictitious, or fraudulent statements or claims may
subject me to criminal, civil, or administrative penalties. (U.S. Code, Titie 218, Section 1001)

4 ~1AGREE

* The iist of certifications and assurances, or an intemnet site where you may obtain this list, is contained in the announcement or agency
specific instructions.

Autherized for Local Reproduction Standard Form 424 (Revised 10/2005)
Prescribed by OMB Circular A-102
Tracking Number: GRANTO0472926 Funding oppmg Number: ED-GRANTS-050708-002 Received Date: 2008-06-09 14:45:17.000-04:00 Time Zone: GMT-5
PR/Award # S359B080017 e



OMB Number: 4040-0004
Expiration Date: 01/31/2C09

Application for Federal Assistance SF-424 Version 02

* Appiicant Federal Debt Delinquency Explanation

The following field should contain an explanation if the Applicant organization is delinguent on any Federal Debt. Maximum number of
characters that can be entered is 4,000. Try and avoid extra spaces and carriage retums to maximize the avaitability of space.

S

Tracking Number: GRANT00472926 Funding Oppcnﬁﬁ Number: ED-GRANTS-050703-002 Raceived Date: 2008-06-03 14:48:17.000-04:00 Time Zone: GMT-5
PR/Award # S3598080017



Attachments

AdditionalCongressionalDistricts

File Name Mime Type
AdditionalProjectTitle

File Name Mime Type

Tracking Number: GRANTDD472926 Funding Opportlngliumhr ED-GRANTS-050708.002 Received Date; 2008-06-09 14:49:17.000-04:00 Time Zone: GMT-5
PR/Award # 3598080017 e



U.S. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

OMB Control Number: 1890-0004

BUDGET INFORMATION
Expiration Date: 06/30/20035

NON-CONSTRUCTION PROGRAMS

[ —_—mm

Applicants requesting funding for only one year should compiete the
Name of Institution/Organization: column under "Project Year 1." Applicants requesting funding for mulu-
Western Michigan University year grants should complete all applicable columns. Please read all
instructions before completing form.

SECTION A - BUDGET SUMMARY
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION FUNDS

D) (c) (d) e)

1. Pesommel _ |$ 418598 |$ 431156 | 4440011s o s o |s 12933845
. Fringe Benefits 1S 183827 |8 18934215 195022]s o 4s o Js  sesio1
3. Trvel S 24000 |s 14000 |s 18000 s o fs o Js 56000
4. Equipmemt IS 0 J$ o0 s o s o |8 o s o
S. Supplies IS 235812 s 135000 |s  135000]s o |8 o s 505812
6. Conmacmal IS 464000 |$ 474200 |s  4sasso|s o s o |8 1423179
7. Copswucion . IS o0 s o s o s o s o s o
8. Oer  |s 10344 s 10860 |s 11403 |s o Is o s 32607
S. Total Direct Costs  |$ 1,336,581 |8 1254648 |$ 1,288,405 -- $§ 3,879,634
(lines 1-8) |

10. Indirect Costs* __ |$ 84659 S 75360 |s 77203 [s o s o s 237312 |
11. TraimingStpends |8 0 s o0 s o |s o Is o s o
$  1421240|$  1,330,008|3 1,365,698 -- 4,116,946
11)

*Indirect Cost Information (To Be Completed by Your Business Office):

If you are requesting reimbursement for indirect costs on line 10, please answer the following questions:

(1) Do you have an Indirect Cost Rate Agreement approved by the Federal government? X1 yes [1 No
(2) If yes, please provide the following information:
Period Covered by the Indirect Cost Rate Agreement: From: 8/29/2006 To: 6/30/2009 (mm/dd/yyyy)

Approving Federal agency: I1 ep Xl Other (please specify): Department of Health and Human Services
(3) For Restricted Rate Programs (check one) — Are you using a restricted indirect cost rate that:

{1 Is included in your approved Indirect Cost Rate Agreement? or, [] Complies with 34 CFR 76.564(c)(2)?

ED Form No. 524

PR/Award # S3598080017 eb



U.S. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

OMB Control Number: 1390-0004

BUDGET INFORMATION

NON-CONSTRUCTION PROGRAMS Expiration Date: 06/30/2005

Applicants requesting funding for only one year should compiete the
Narmne of Institution/Organization: column under "Project Year 1." Applicants requesting funding for multi-
Western Michigan University year grants should complete all applicable columns. Please read all
instructions before completing form.

SECTION B - BUDGET SUMMARY
NON-FEDERAL FUNDS

) (c) d) (e

L Personmel s o s o s o Is o s o s o |
2. Fringe Benefits s o s o s o s o s o s o
R el S L N N N
(lines 1-8)

10. Indirect Costs s o [s o Is o Is o s o ¥s o |
11, TrainingStipends s 0 s o0 Is o s o s o s o
11)

PRIAward # S3598080017 e’



ASSURANCES - NON-CONSTRUCTION PROGRAMS

OMB Approval No. 4040-0007
Expiration Date 04/30/2008

Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to average 15 minutes per response, including time for reviewing
instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and cornpleting and reviewing the collection of
information. Send comments regarding the burden estimate or any other aspect of this collection of information, inciuding suggestions for

reducing this burden, to the Office of Management and Budget, Paperwork Reduction Project (0348-0040), Washington, DC 20503.
PLEASE DO NOT RETURN YOUR COMPLETED FORM TO THE OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET. SEND

IT TO THE ADDRESS PROVIDED BY THE SPONSORING AGENCY.

NOTE: Certain of these assurances may not be applicable to your project or program. If you have questions, please
contact the awarding agency. Further, certain Federal awarding agencies may require applicants to certify to
additionai-assurances. If such is the case, you will be notified.

As the duly authorized representative of the applicant, | certify that the applicant:

1.

i_’rwiuus Edition Usable

Has the legal authority to apply for Federal assistance
and the institutional, managerial and financial capability

(including funds sufficient to pay the non-Federal share

of project cost) to ensure proper planning,
management and completion of the project described
in this application.

Will give the awarding agency, the Comptroller General
of the United States and, if appropriate, the State,
through any authorized representative, access to and
the right to examine all records, books, papers, or
documents related to the award; and will establish a
proper accounting system in accordance with generally
accepted accounting standards or agency directives.

Wilt establish safeguards to prohibit employees from
using their positions for a purpose that constitutes or
presents the appearance of personal or organizational
conflict of interest, or personal gain.

Will initiate and complete the work within the applicable
time frame after receipt of approval of the awarding

agency.

Will comply with the Intergovemmental Personnel Act
of 1970 (42 U.S.C. §§4728-4763) relating to prescribed
standards for merit systems for programs funded under
one of the 19 statutes or regulations specified in
Appendix A of OPM's Standards for a Merit System of
Personnel Administration (5 C.F.R. 900, Subpart F).

Will comply with all Federal statutes relating to
nondiscrimination. These include but are not limited to:
(a) Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 (P.L.. 88-352)
which prohibits discrimination on the basis of race,
color or nationat origin; (b) Title X of the Education
Amendments of 1972, as amended (20 U.S.C. §§1681-
1683, and 1685-1686), which prohibits discrimination
on the basis of sex; (¢) Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation

Tracking Number: GRANT00472926

PR/Award # S359B080017 e8

Authorized for Local Reporoduction

Act of 1973, as amended {29 U.S.C. §794), which
prohibits discrimination on the basis of handicaps; (d)
the Age Discrimination Act of 1975, as amended (42
U.S.C. §86101-8107), which prohibits discrimination on
the basis of age; (e) the Drug Abuse Office and
Treatment Act of 1972 (P.L. 92-255), as amended,
relating to nondiscrimination on the basis of drug
abuse; (f) the Comprehensive Alcohol Abuse and
Alcoholism Prevention, Treatment and Rehabilitation
Act of 1970 (P.L. 91-6186), as amended, relating to
nondiscrimination on the basis of alcohol abuse or
alcoholism; (g) §§523 and 527 of the Public Health
Service Act of 1912 (42 U.S.C. §§290 dd-3 and 220
ee- 3), as amended, relating to confidentiality of alcohol
and drug abuse patient records; (h) Title Vill of the Civil
Rights Act of 1968 (42 U.S.C. §§3601 etseq.), as
amended, relating to nondiscrimination in the sale,
rental or financing of housing; (i) any other
nondiscrimination provisions in the specific statute(s)
under which application for Federal assistance is being
made; and, (j) the requirements of any other
nondiscrimination statute(s) which may appiy to the
application.

. Will comply, or has already complied, with the

requirements of Tities 1l and 1 of the Uniform
Relocation Assistance and Real Property Acquisition
Policies Act of 1970 (P.L. 91-646) which provide for fair
and equitable treatment of persons displaced or whose
property is acquired as a result of Federal or
federally-assisted programs. These requirements apply
to all interests in real property acquired for project
purposes regardless of Federal participation in
purchases.

. Will comply, as applicable, with provisions of the Hatch

Act (5 U.S.C. §§1501-1508 and 7324-7328) which limit

. the political activities of employees whose principal

employment activities are funded in whole or in part
with Federal funds.

Standard Form 424B {Rev. 7-97)
Prescribed by OMB Circular A-102



9. Will comply, as applicable, with the provisions of the

10.

11.

Davis- Bacon Act (40 U.8.C. §§276a to 276a-7), the
Copeiand Act (40 U.S.C. §276¢ and 18 U.S.C. §874),
and the Contract Work Hours and Safety Standards
Act (40 U.S.C. §8327- 333), regarding labor standards
for federally-assisted construction subagreements.

Will comply, if applicable, with flood insurance
purchase requirements of Section 102(a) of the Flood
Disaster Protection Act of 1973 (P.L. 93-234) which
requires recipients in a special flood hazard area to
participate in the program and to purchase flood
insurance if the total cost of insurable construction and
acquisition is $10,000 or more.

Will comply with environmental standards which may
be prescribed pursuarnt to the following: (a) institution
of environmental quality control measures under the
National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (P.L.
91-190) and Executive Order (EQ) 11514; (b)
notification of violating faciliies pursuant to £EO 11738;
(c) protection of wetlands pursuant to EO 11990; (d)
evaluation of flood hazards in floodplains in
accordance with EO 11988; (e) assurance of project
consistency with the approved State management
program developed under the Coastal Zone
Management Act of 1972 (16 U.S.C. §§1451 et seq.);
() conformity of Federal actions to State (Clean Air)
Implementation Plans under Section 176{c) of the
Clean Air Act of 1955, as amended (42 U.S.C. §§7401
et seq.); (g) protection of underground sources of
drinking water under the Safe Drinking Water Act of
1974, as amended (P.L. 93-523); and, (h) protection of
endangered species under the Endangered Species
Act of 1973, as amended (P.L. 93- 205).

Tracking Numbes: GRANTODI72926

PR/Award # S3598080017 el

12.

13.

14.

13.

16.

17.

18.

Will comply with the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act of
1968 (16 U.8.C. §§1271 et seq.) related to protecting
components or potential components of the national
wild and scenic rivers system.

Will assist the awarding agency in assuring compliance
with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation
Act of 1966, as amended (16 U.S.C. §470), EO 11583
(identification and protection of historic properties), and
the Archaeological and Historic Preservation Act of
1974 (16 U.S.C. §§469a-1 et seq.).

Will comply with P.L.. 93-348 regarding the protection of
human subjects involved in research, development,
and related activities supported by this award of
assistance.

Will comply with the Laboratory Animal Welfare Act of
1966 (P.L. 89-544, as amended, 7 U.S.C. §§2131 et
seq.} pertaining 1o the care, handling, and treatment of
warm blooded animals held for research, teaching, or
other activities supported by this award of assistance.

Will comply with the Lead-Based Paint Poisoning
Prevention Act (42 U.S.C. §§4801 et seq.) which
prohibits the use of lead-based paint in construction or
rehabilitation of residence structures.

Will cause to be performed the required financial and
compliance audits in accordance with the Single Audit
Act Amendments of 1996 and OMB Circular No. A-133,
"Audits of States, Local Govemments, and Non-Profit

QOrganizations.”

Will comply with all applicable requirements of all other
Federal laws, executive orders, regulations, and
policies goveming this program.

* SIGNATURE OF AUTHORIZED CERTIFY!NG OFFICIAL *TITLE

-Wil Emmert interim Vice President for Research
* APPLICANT ORGANIZATION

Western Michigan University

* DATE SUBMITTED
06-09-2008

Standard Form 424B (Rev. 7-97) Back




DISCLOSURE OF LOBBYING ACTIVITIES

Complete this form to disclose lobbying activities pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 1352 Approved by OMB
(See reverse for public burden disclosure.) 0348-0046
1. * Type of Federal Action; 2. " Status of Federal Action: 3. * Report Type:
—a. confract —.a. bid/offer/application | ® 3 initial filing
oh, grant &b initial award ==. Materal change
=C. cooperative agreement -—C. post-award For Material Change Only:
_d. loan year quarter

—€. lIoan guarantee date of last report

J loan insurance

5. if Reporiing Entity in No.4 is Subawardee, Enter Name and
Address of Prime:

4. Name and Address of Reporting Entity:

®Prime _SubAwardee  Tierif known:

* Name: Western Michigan University

* Address:
1903 W Michigan Avenue

Kalamazoo
Mi: Michigan
43008

Congressional District, if known:
Ml 6th
€. * Federal Department/Agency: 7. * Federal Program Name/Description: Early Reading First

US Dept of Education CFDA Number, if applicable; 84.359

8. Federal Action Numbey, if known: g. Award Amount, if known:

10. a. Name and Address of Lobbying Registrant (if individual, complete name): mmdu%la l;'erfcming Services (including address if different
No. 10a):

* Name:
nfa

n/a

11. Information requested through this form is authorized by title 31 U.S.C. sec-
tion 1352. This disclosure of lobbying activities is a material represerdation of
fact upon which reliance was placed by the tier above when the transaction was
made or entered into. This disclosure is required pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 1352.
This inforration will be reported to the Congress semi-annually and will be
available for public inspection. Any person who fails to file the required disclos-
ure shall be subject to a civil penalty of not less than $10,000 and not more
than $100,000 for each such failure.

* Name:
Leonard

Ginsberg

Title:
Telephone No.:
Date: 06-08-2008

PR/AwF @i smmn GRANTI0472926 ei0
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According to the P Reduction Act, as amended, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a valid
OMB Control Number. The valid OMB control number for this information collection is OMB No.-0348-0046. Public reporting burden for this
coliection of information is estimated 1o average 10 minutes per response, including time for reviewing instructions, searching existing data
sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of information. Send comments regarding the
burden estimate or any other aspect of this collection of information, including suggestions for reducing this burden, to the Office of Management
and Budget, Paperwork Reduction Project (0348-0046), Washington, DC 20503.

PR/AWE W g bpoiang SRANT00472926 el11



OMB Control No, 1890-0007 {Exp. 09/30/2004)

NOTICE TO ALL APPLICANTS

The purpose of this enclosure is to informn you about a new provision in
the Department of Education’s General Education Provisions Act
(GEPA) that applies to applicants for new grant awards under
Department programs. This provision is Section 427 of GEPA, enacted
as part of the Improving America's Schoots Act of 1994 (Public Law
{P.L.) 103-382).

To Whom Does This Provision Apply?

Section 427 of GEPA affects applicants for new grant awards under
this program. ALL APPLICANTS FOR NEW AWARDS MUST
INCLUDE INFORMATION IN THEIR APPLICATIONS TO ADDRESS
THIS NEW PROVISION IN ORDER TO RECEIVE FUNDING UNDER
THIS PROGRAM.

(if this program is a State-formula grant program, a State needs to
provide this description only for projects or activities that it camies out
with funds reserved for Statedevel uses. In addition, local school
districts or other eligible applicants that apply to the State for funding
need to provide this description in their applications to the State for
funding. The State would be responsible for ensuring that the school
district or other local entity has submitted a sufficient section 427
statement as described below.)

What Does This Provision Require

Section 427 requires each applicant for funds {(other than an individual
persen} to include in its application a description of the steps the
applicant proposes fo take to ensure equitable access to, and
participation in, its Federally-assisted program for students, teachers,
and other program beneficiaries with special needs. This provision
allows applicants discretion in developing the required description. The
statute highlights six types of barmriers that can impede equitable access
or participation: gender, race, national origin, color, disability, or age.
Based on local circumstances, vou should determine whether these or
other barmiers may prevent your students, teachers, etc. from such
access or participation in, the Federally-funded project or activity. The
description in your application of steps to be taken to overcome these
bamiers need not be lengthy; you may provide a ciear and succinct

description of how you plan o address those bamiers that are
applicable to your circumstances. In addition, the information may be
provided in a single narrative, or, if appropriate, may be discussed in
connection with related topics in the application,

Section 427 is not intended to duplicate the requirements of civil nghts
statutes, but rather to ensure that, in designing therr projects,
applicants for Federal funds address equity concerns that may affect
the a'biﬁty of certain potential beneficiaries to fully participate in the
project and to achieve to high standards. Consistent with program
requirements and its approved application, an applicant may use the
Federal funds awarded to it to eliminate barriers it ilentifies.

What are Examples of How an Applicant Might Satisfy the
Requirement of This Provision?

The following examples may help illustrate how an applicant may
comply with Section 427. '

(1) An applicant that proposes to camry out an adult literacy project
serving, among others, adults with limited English proficiency, might
describe in its application how it intends to distribute a brochure about
the proposed project to such potential parficipants in their native
language.

(2) An applicant that proposes to develop instructional matenals for
classroorn use might describe how it will make the matenials available
on audio tape or in brailie for students who are blind.

(3} An applicant that proposes to carry out a model science program for
secondary students and is concemed that girls may be less likefy than
boys to enrcll in the course, might indicate how it intends to conduct
"outreach” efforts to gids, {0 encourage their enrollment.

We recognize that many applicants may already be implementing
effective steps to ensure equily of access and participation in their
grant programs, and we appreciate your cooperation in responding to
the requirements of this provision.

Estimated Burden Statement for GEPA Requirements

According to the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless such collection displays a
valid OMB control number. The valid OMB control number for this information coliection is 1890-0007. The time required to complete this information
collection is estimated to average 1.5 hours per response, including the time to review instructions, search existing data resources, gather the data
needed, and complete and review the information collection. If you have any comments concerning the accuracy of the time estimate(s) or
suggestions for improving this form, please write to: Director, Grants Policy and Oversight Staff, U.S. Department of Education, 400 Maryland
Avenue, SW (Room 3652, GSA Regional Office Building No. 3), Washington, DC 20202-4248.

Tracking Number: GRANTD0472926
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File Name Mime Type
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/
CERTIFICATION REGARDING LOBBYING

Certification for Contracts, Grants, Loans, and Cooperative Agreements
The undersigned certifies, to the best of his or her knowledge and belief, that:

1) No Federal appropriated funds have been paid or will be paid, by or on behalf of the undersigned, {0 any person
for inﬂuencin%or attempting to influence an officer or empioyee of an agency, a Member of Congress, an officer or
employee of Congress, or an employee of a Member of Congress in connection with the awarding of any Federal
contract, the making of any Federal grant, the making of any Federal loan, the entering into of any cooperative
agreement, and the extension, continuation, renewal, amendment, or modification of any Federal contract, grant,
joan, or cooperative agreement.

(2) if any funds other than Federal apprnlpriated funds have been paid or will be paid to an)H:erson for influencing or
attempting to influence an officer or emp gfyee of any agency, a Member of Congress, an officer or employee of
Congress, or an empioyee of a Member of Congress in connection with this Federal contract, sc?rz;mt,, loan, or
cooperative agreement, the undersigned shall complete and submit Standard Form-LLL, "Disclosure of Lobbying
Activities," in accordance with its instructions.

(3) The undersiﬁned shall require that the language of this certification be included in the award documents for all
subawards at all tiers (including subcontracts, subgrants, and contracts under grants, ioans, and cooperative
agreements) and that all subrecipients shall certify and disclose accordingly. This certification is a material
representation of fact upon which reliance was piaced when this transaction was made or entered into. Submission of
this certification is a Ererequisite for making or entering into this transaction imposed by section 1352, title 31, U.S.
Code. Any person who fails to file the required certification shall be subject to a civil penalty of not less than $10,000
and not more than $100,000 for each such failure.

Statement for Loan Guarantees and Loan Insurance
The undersigned states, to the best of his or her knowledge and belief, that:

If any funds have been paid or will be paid to any person for influencing or attempting to influence an officer or

emg oyee of any agency, a Member of Congress, an officer or employee of Congress, or an emplnzee of a Member
of Congress in connection with this commihnen;cf)ruwdlnﬂor the United States to insure or guara a loan, the
undersigned shall complete and submit Standard Form-LLL, "Disclosure of Lobbying Aclivities," in accordance with

its instructions. Submission of this statement is a prerequisite for making or entering into this transaction imposed b
section 1352, title 31, U.S. Code. Any person who fails to file the required statement shall be subject to a civil pena
of not less than $10,000 and not more than $100,000 for each such faiture.

* APPLICANT'S ORGANIZATION
Western Michigan University

* PRINTED NAME AND TITLE OF AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE

Prefix: * First Name: Leonard Middle Name:
* Last Name: Ginsberg  Suffix: * Title: interim Vice President for Research

* SIGNATURE: Wil Emmert * DATE: 06/09/2008

Tracking Number: GRANT00472926
PR/Award # S3598080017 et



SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION REQUIRED FOR DEPARTMENT OF
' EDUCATION GRANTS

1. Project Director

* Name:
Esther

Newlin-Haus

* Address:
1903 W Michigan Avenue

1202 Sangren Hall Mail Stop 5290
Kalamazoo

Mi: Michigan

49008

USA: UNITED STATES

* Phone Number:
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ABSTRACT
Promising Beginnings

Promising Beginnings (PB) is a unique partnership between Western Michigan
University (WMU), Kalamazoo Head Start (HS), Learning Village (LV), a state funded/ tumition
based program, and the YWCA Preschool in Kalamazoo, Michigan. The project seeks to
improve school readiness of approximately 350 children annually from 12 classrooms. Seventy-
six percent are eligible for free/reduced lunch and 18% are English Language Learners who
speak Spanish, Arabic, and various Asian languages. A four-week summer program (LV &
YWCA) and an intensive summer family program (HS) will increase intensity and extent of
early literacy instruction. PB will integrate Creative Curriculum/High Scope with Opening the
World of Learning (OWL), an SBRR early literacy curriculum, providing intensive, thematic,
integrated curriculum to increase early literacy skills in alphabet recognition, phonological
awareness, print/book awareness, background knowledge, and oral language/vocabulary. PB
will supplement OWL with rich classroom libranes and thematic “prop boxes.” Parent
workshops, mentoring, and take-home books will increase the print-richness of children’s homn;-:s.
PB is heavily weighted on parent{fan;ily and community (Parent to Parent of SW Michigan, the
Hispanic American Council, and the national award-winning Kalamazoo Public Library)
involvement. PB will also provide intensive professional development: workshops, small-group
“coaching labs” and coaching, offering WMU credits for teachers. Weekly coaching of teachers
will ensure high quality, explicit, data-driven instruction using valid and reliable outcome and
ongoing progress/classroom monitoring instruments (PPVT, PALS Pre-K, CIRCLE, Monthly

Benchmark Checklist, qualitative child profile data, and ELLCO).
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Western Michigan University
Early Reading First : Promising Beginnings Grant Application Narrative

QUALITY OF PROJECT DESIGN
Introduction We will transform 12 good early childhood classrooms of our three partner

agencies, Kalamazoo Head Start, the Leaming Village, and the YWCA Preschool into excellent
ones to nurture children’s language and literacy abilities, cognitive skills, and physical and
social/emotional growth. Together, 84% of their children live in poverty. For details about
these classrooms, see Appendix L.
Purpose 1 : Integrate research-based materials/ literacy activities with existing programs ...
SBRR research base. (See Reference List, Appendix II)

Promising Beginnings will address Purpose I by integrating Opening the World of Learning
(OWL), a research-based curriculum with demons;:raied effectiveness (Yazejian, 2007; Edmonds
& Algozzine, 2005) in increasing emergent literacy skills for young children, with our partner

agencies’ core curricula of Creative Cuwrriculum (CC) and High Scope (HS). OWL has been

adopted by many other Early Reading First projects, indicating program effectiveness in
addressing the goals/priorities of the grant.

CC and HS are based on extensive research including Lonigan, Burgess, & Anthony (2000);
Neuman (1996, 1999); National Early Literacy Panel (2004); National Reading Panel (2000) and
a strong theoretical base. CC and HS curricula improve vocabulary acquisition (Abbot-Shim,
2000) and overall classroom quality (FACES 2000 project cited in Zill et al., 2003). Our
children are already making progress across developmental domains, as measured by the
Developmental Continuum Assessment System for Ages 3 to 5 (Dodge, Colker, & Heroman,
2001), the assessment component of Creative Curriculum, and COR for High Scope. A 2005
study by Rutgers Uni';fersity found that Michigan School Readiness Program students showed

"significant” improvement in vocabulary, literacy and mathematical development. For mstance,
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Western Michigan University
students showed a 117 percent gain in literacy skills compared to 4-year-olds who were not 1o
the i:rogram (Lamy, Bamett, & Jung, 2005).

Community Support Kalamazoo Public Schools (KPS) has recently received national
attention for its scholarship program (The Promise). Every high school graduate who has
attended KPS since 8th grade receives tuition and fees for any public Michigan university or
community college; the scholarship amount, up to 100%, is pro-rated by years of attendance in
KPS. This proéram has galvanized community support for supporting all students so that they
can take advantage of The Promise. Promising Beginnings (PB), would be an important
component in the effort to close the district’s considerable racial and income level achievement
gap (only 65% met or exceeded state standards in reading, 37% in writing in 4th grade) through
intensive early intervention. Kalamazoo County has launched a “Great Start Collaborative™ to
coordinate se£vices for children under 5; the Kalamazoo Public Schools Sﬁpeﬁntendent and other
area educators are “creating a drumbeat around the importance of early-chiidhood education™
(Mack, 2008). PB has created partnerships with the Kalamazoo Public Library, Parent to Parent,
a mentoring program for families of children with special needs, and the Hispanic Council to
provide extensive home support. PB would provide a key capacity-building component of this
drive through professional development and program improvements of our partner agencies.
According to U. S. Department of Labor extra support for families and children is especially
important in Michigan, which has the highest adjusted unemployment rate in the country.

Positive Behavior Support. The emergence of self regulatory skills and social competence
is linked to language skills and early literacy (Lonigan, Burgess, & Anthony, 2000). Socially
competent children are more likely to form strong ties to teachers, a factor found to be related to
long-term consequences for academic success (Pianta, Hamre, & Stuhlman, 2002). Partner

agency teachers expressed need for professional development to deal with ever increasing
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Western Michigan University

MiBLISi: The Michigan challenging behaviors of children and classroom management

Integrated Behavior &
Learning Support

Initiative provides . _ o
statewide PD to train K- skills development, our professional development will align

issues. In addition to OWL support for secial/emotional

12 teachers to support
positive behavior and
literacy skills.

with MiBLISi by providing strategies for supporting the

development of social competencies in young children.

The Table 1 delineates our plans to integrate project goals with programs at partner agencies.
e Fig. 1

———— e e A e ———— - — -, ——_———_————

‘ Int oration of Project Goals & Enstm Program

of |
early literacy
instruction

Increase instructional time through extension of SChool year (4 week surnmer
school for LV) For HS, intensive summer family program for Tier H & III |
children, with regular home visits, twice/weekly “Traveling Storybooks™ story & |
parent activity, monthly Family Literacy Fairs, parent to parent mentoring,
workshops for parents of children with speci
Increase intensity of print-richness of classroom & home environments.
Home: monthly parent workshops, weekly newsletter add-in on home-based
literacy activities, library field trips/collaboration, every other week book home
‘to keep with activities, HS intensive famly summer progre

Grant staff will assist teachers to use theme-based instruction, integration of CC
or HS with OWL for culturally-responsive, engaging themes, research-based
best practices in drama and retelling, field trips, parent workshops, increased
literacy professional development for family workers ~
Monthly workshops, monthly coaching labs (small teacher groups), and weekly
coaching in early literacy & OWL implementation. Workshop, coaching lab, &
coaching topics aligned & co-planned by PB faculty & intensive, weekly in-class
mentoring/coaching by coaches in research-based instructional strategies,
differentiated curriculum/instruction, & data driven decision making to support
transfer of research knowledge base to classroom action. Model classroom visits
and debriefing with coach. ?

Increase oral
language &

background

i h!ﬂ'wl og
Increase
teachers’
re':search

insﬂwcﬁan

| Positive Professional development in behavior management, posifive behavior support.
| Behavior Alienment with MiBLISi, the Michigan positive behavior initiative in public |
Support schools. |

Regular, quantitative & qualitative assessment/analysis will drive
differentiated instruction decision-making in classrooms.

| inform Assessment of fidelity of implementation of SBRR curriculum, ELLCO, child
| instruction ' data will inform professional development implementation.
| Coordination | Collaboration with Kalamazoe Public Library (KPL), National Library of
| with | the Year, 2002, to increase classroom book access, provide parent workshops, |
cﬂy facilitate library by families, cooperate with KPL’s Ready to Read program, |

Systematic use
of data to

PR/Awand # S359B080017 ' eb



Western Michigan University

Collaboration with Parent to Parent of SW Michigan, a mentoring program
for children with special needs, & with the Kalamazoo Hispanic Council to

increase services to Spanish-speaking ELLs, & transition planning with LEA

Purpose 2: Qutline goals for literacy improvement...

i,

| Adapted ﬁ-o ted outcomes in Prw;ﬁng Re iﬂ‘iculties inY ong Children
(Snow, Burns & Griffin, 1998) & McGee’s (2007) monthly literacy benchmarks.

v o B e "y ot b . ———— ——— —— -

—

[ Component Goal _ —  Measurement |
| Oral Language | Children will demonstrate statistically and PPVT, CIRCLE

practically signficant gains in their oral language | Monthly Benchmarks

proficiency & vocabulary acquisition.

Phonological, At least 85% of children will achieve monthly PALS Pre K
| print/book/alpha | benchmarks in phonological awareness, print/book | CIRCLE
| awareness awareness, & alphabet knowledge or meet IEP MBC

poals.
At least 85% of children will demonstrate
statistically significant gains in knowledge &
cognitive skills that support expressive language,
listening comprehension, understanding & use of
vocabulary.

| Background
| lnowledge, oral
| language

i
CC Developmental

| Tier Il & III 100% of Tier II & LI children (as determined by | Composite: PPVT &

i children composite scores in PPVT, progress monitoring PALS Pre K, teacher |

| Extra support | measures & teacher referral) will receive referral (ID of Tier I |

| supplemental research-based strategies to improve
|___ oral languag & emergent literacy skills. L |

Fig. 3

Comooment | Spectfic Developmental Expectations for
‘ | Emergent Literacy Components Dates |

Condensed Benchmarks from McGee (2007), Appendix: pp. 165-178
3 vear old benchmarks will also be addressed for our younger children

4’s: Recognizes own name, others, writes mock letters for all letters in | Start of

| name, recognizes 1-5 letters Year |
| 4’s: Matches letters/words in shared writing, counts # of letters m | Year

' words, recognizes upper/lowercase letters, recognizes 5-13 letters, End

recognizes 26-40 letters including lowercase, writes letters, writes
recognizable letters of name, writes 5-13 recognizable ietters |
4’s:Learns 1-5 consonant letter-sound associations

L eamns 5-15 letter sound associations

Attempts to spell words with beginning, ending sounds with teacher

|
Prinr&
| ook _
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T I ——

Awareness s | 4’s: Uses linear pointing for tracking during finger point reading, Year |
: pretends to read using memory & finger point reading, Finger point End
reads, matching spoken & written words |
Read 4’s: Understands & uses more sophisticated sentences & new Start of
| alouds & | vocabulary in conversations, listens & understands conversations, Year
| oral books, songs with increasingly complex vocabulary & sentences, listens

language | to variety of genres, communicates & responds to more sophisticated
information, and understands simple concept words

4’s: Retells stories with support, retells information books with support, | Year
understands & uses increasingly complex vocabulary & sentences End
(books, songs, conversations), follows 2-step directions, answers who, |
what, why questions about books, connects book information to !
personal/life experiences, memorizes predictable pattemns in books with ‘
advanced syntax
4’s: Retells stories with some sophisticated vocabulary, retells ‘
| | information books, understands & uses vocabulary& increasingly :
| | complex sentences, more understanding of sophisticated category words !
Phonologi- | 4’s: Articulates beginning phonemes with support, taps syllables, Start of |
cal & memorizes & says nursery rhymes, listens to rhyming books Year I
|
|
|

| Phonemic | 4s: Taps syllables, isolates beginning phonemes with support, identifies | Year
Awareness | some thyming words in books, blends segmented syllables into words, | End

learns 1-5 letter-sound associations

4’s: Recognizes & produces rthyming words, reads & spells new
rhyming words with teacher support, recognizes & produces words with
same beginning phoneme, sorts words by phoneme, isolates beginning
& ending phonemes, blends segmented syllables and onsets/rimes into
words, learns additional letter-sound associations, attempts to spell
words with beginning/ending letters with teacher support

4’s: Writes name with mock or identiﬁable letters Start of

Writing

| 43 Copies & writes words with teacher support |
Curriulum Scope and Sequence... PB’s curriculum model is based on a body of evidence-

based studies meeting scientific research criteria. The program uses strategies consistent with

current résearch to enable children to learn the concepts and skills associated with reading

readiness, providing systematic instruction in the components of emergent literacy.

—f—_—— . —_—

T — T ———— e e — W T - = -

Charactenstlcs of Openir g ¢ |
[I Uses storybook and information text reading as base for instruction '
Uses 6 integrated thematic units : subjects include Family, Friends, Wind & Water, World of |
| | Color, Shadows & Reflections, Things That Grow J

—_——_— - r_-————,———— e ——

—_— e —— T

-
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s

3 | Provides activities across subject areas including science, math, social studies, music, etc.
' 4 | Supports teaching multi-age classrooms, ELLS, children with

5 | Uses manipulatives, teacher-directed instruction, small/large group activities, well-known
children’s books
ﬂ  Emphasizes soc1a1/emnt10nal and oral language development

Specific Language/ Literacy Objectives/Instructional Strategies

1 Alphabetic Knowledge:

| Objective: All children will identify all upper case letters and a majority of lower case letters
before kindergarten.

t For all objectives: Tier 3 children will instead meet IEP goals.

| Instructional Strategies: OWL activities, alphabet books, systematic focus on 3 letters at a time,

| instructional help re: confusable letters. Focus on letter shapes. Games: sort, memory match, fish, \

g “wiggle worm,” bmgo Letter writing & magnetic, sponge, sandpaper, and other letters, print rich |

| environment, beginning focus on alphabetic instruction through children’s names, signin, and |

| other words that are culturally and personally meaningful for children, Language Experience

| Approach. Shared writing, labeling children’s pictures, children’s signatures on their work. |
Encourage children’s writing across centers, from scribbling through developmental progression. |
Brief, explicit, teacher-directed instruction in letter recognition during large, small group, |

| independent and scaﬂ'olded practice in centers

. Phonnlgﬂcal Awareness [EA! Sentences & Word& S};llables, Onsets & Rimes. Rhymes,

| Beginning Sounds
| Objectives: Identify separate words in a sentence, identify particular word or phrase, hear

syllables in words, onsets & rimes, manipulate onsets & rimes, isolate phonemes, understand
content, form, use, rhymes. Discriminate similar/different words & sounds. |
| Instructional Strategies: OWL activities, repetitive/predictive books, clap out syllables, listen |
for specific word in story, repetition of songs/poems, following along written version, systematic |
| instruction regarding word sounds, words, sentences, word play, poetry, phonemic spelling, |
| syllabication games, games with onsets & rimes, “rubberbanding.” Listening stations, listening |
walks, auditory memory & discrimination games, rhyming songs, fingerplays, poems, purposeﬁll
teacher talk throughout day about PA. Counting words in text, spoken language.
| Ellis & Large (1987); Ehri et al., 2001 Frith (1985); McGee (2007); McGee & Richgels (2000)
| Schneider, Roth, & Ennemoser (2000
Reading, Writing, Viewing, Concepts About Books and Print
Objectives: Attentively listen to stories/books, participate in interactive story telling, ask adults
to read, choose to look at/read books independently, seek out books to read/gain information,
| recognize letter and word, know where to begin reading book, understand directionality & other
concepts about books, progress through continuum of concepts about print. |
Instructional Strategies: OWL activities, attention to content, form, & use of written language in |
| classroom, print-rich environment, reading labels and print throughout classroom, logos, 1
alphabets at child level in various fonts & sizes, functional print such as telephone books, maps,
recipes, meaningful use of print connected to projects, books, poems, lyrics,
computers/interactive software. Daily, multiple big book read alouds, shared reading. Shared
writing with embedded instruction, scaffolded writing, predictable charts, reflecting on form, |
content, discussion about print. Encourage continuum of reading, from exploration, labeling

e ——— )
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! stories, 1deas, etc., culturally-authentic materials in children’s first language, wide variety of
opportunities for writing. Writing encouraged in wide variety of media.
Adams (1990); Clay (1985, 1991); D’ Arcangelo (1999); Dickinson & Chaney (1997); Dickinson |
| & Smith (1994); Ehri & Sweet (1991), Heibert (1994); Neuman & Roskos (1991); Roskos &
| Neuman (2003); Schickedanz (1986, 1999); Strickland & Morrow (2000); Sulzby (1986);
| Whitehurst & Lonigan (2001)
| Oral Language, Vocabulary., & Background Knowledge, Speaking & Listening
| Objectives: Increase receptive/expressive vocabulary, increase understanding & production of
complex language, attentively listen to stories, participate in language games, follow 1-3 step
d:rectzans engage in turn-taking conversation, express wants & feelings using complex
| sentence,, use new everyday.vocabulary.
Strategies: Systematic repetition of vocabulary across contexts (OWL), language scaffolds:
| elaboratmg, describing, demonstrating, sequencing actions, before/during/after read aloud |
| strategies; dialogic reading; repeated interactive storytelling, facilitated dramatic play, |
| extended daily conversations with responsive adults, open-ended questions, reflective, ‘
| narrative, and explanatory talk, teacher use/instruction of Tier II words, acceptance of code-
| switching of ELLs, use of demonstrations, modeling, word walls, repetition of sentence patterns
| & routines, total physical response, field trips, shared reading and writing, family storytelling
| and famly—dlctated books. ‘Think alouds,” modeling when explaining activity, visuals and
manipulatives, milieu teaching, “PAT —point, act, tell vocabulary introduction.
Apel & Masterson (2001); Bredekamp & Copple (Eds.) (1997); Clay (1991); Davidson (1996);
Debruin-Parecki & Krol-Sinclair (2003), Dickinson & Tabors (2001); Edwards (2003); Hart &
Risely (1999); Justice et al. (2003); McGee (2007); McGee & Richgels (2003); McGee &
| Schickedanz (2007); Neuman, Copple, & Bredekamp (2000); Purcell-Gates (1988); Purcell-
| Gates et al (1995; Rowe (1998), Salz & Johnson (1974), Schickedanz & Diclcinson (2005);

Fig.
Curriculum/Instruction | _ 1g. 5
-ﬂﬁenﬂ?ﬂﬁm Wmﬁcﬂaarmng{ﬂ\%’ﬂ Integration Model S T e 5B

mmim:nm Curn:ulum o
ﬂﬁﬁﬁmm ﬁmﬁtﬁm

Pasitive Behavior Hanagem-ent e R Cpedﬁﬂemr-ﬂmloped
-M:Et!:&rﬁﬁgﬂ!’npnt . -~ S N e Curvicddum Enrichment

. pam-driven cedsion mak:ng: cifferen :iat-ed insFucton

Foundational

Frint-ricy envirenment

- Homeschool connectans and Commumty copfections
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Western Michigan University

Each day teachers know what they are supposed to do...and have materials to do it...
OWL provides systematic, sequenced activities across components of early literacy. Each unit
has a detailed teacher’s guide providing complete daily lesson plans. Coaches will meet
weekly with teaching teams, collaboratively reviewing and modifying lesson plans, using
student outcome data as their guide. Each classroom will be equipped with the complete
OWL. curriculum, including: program guide, 48 children’s books from OWL, picture cards, a
poetry big book, a CD with sing-along songs. In addition, PB staff will develop “prop boxes™
with additional activities, theme related books, dramatic play ideas & props, games, puzzies,
and story props to enrich each thematic unit. Using a data-based '::iecision model, teachers will
administer the program flexibly according to the needs of their students; however, coaching
support and procedural reliability checklists will ensure fl;ll implementation of key curmicular
goals and objectives.
Instruction is explicit and intentional, starts as teacher directed, moves to independent...
Large & small group activities will introduce and reinforce literacy/language skills with
teacher-directed instruction. Small group and learning center activities will be designed to
either facilitate cooperative learning and/or to facilitate independent practice, depending on
needs of students, balancing discovery, guided, and direct instruction (Genisio & Drecktrah,
1999; Kostelnik et al., 2004; Soderman, Gregory, & McCarty, 2005). During daily small group
time, teachers will invite a small group of students (flexibly grouped) (Fields & Spangler, 1995;
Lipton & Hubble, 1997) to a center for short, intensive literacy instruction guided by assessment
data to target specific needs of students. OWL provides ideas for activities for 3 daily small
group times that repeat several times during the week, so that students can explore an acttvity

initially with a teacher, then move on to more independent practice during choice time as they
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Western Michigan University
master a skill. Daily activities will be balanced to include: 1) activities that are within students’
abiﬁﬁes for independent practice; 2) activities within students’ zone of proximal development
that will be scaffolded by adults or peers; and 3) new material to be introduced by adults and
reinforced with activities. Skilled provision of differentiated instruction requires much more
from teachers than rote implementation of even the best curriculum; professional
development and mentoring of this crucial teaching skill is a cornerstone of our project.
Outline the' content for improving children’s language/ background knowledge. The
curriculum will inciude extensive opportunities to promote oral language, especially for English
Langnage Leamers and children with disabilities. Our baseline data from a neighboring county
indicated that half the children scored under the 25™ percentile on the PPVT III, indicating an
overwhelming need for oral langnage support. OWL is organized around six themes (Family,
Friends, Win;:f & Water, World of Color, Shadows & Reflections, Things That Grow) and
includes songs, poerms, books, picture cards, vocabulary lists, and activities for center time,
transitions, small groups, and independent practice. PB summer curriculum also includes a unit
on Camping and Michigan Animals. Literacy activities are integrated across science, math,
social studies, the arts, social development, and physical development for every theme.
OWL’s highest priority is supporting children’s language learning. Key vocabulary is
identified for each book and words are highlighted for use during teacher-led and child-initiated
activities. Children hear and use words that relate to all domains (e.g.; mathematical terms,
names for emotions, scientific terms) throughout the day. Thus *...as they are learning words,
they are building syntactic and discourse skills (Schickedanz & Dickinson, 2005, p.9)”. Each
unit includes story books, predictable books, and nonfiction expository books. Theme-related
field trips will be used systematically to supplement knowledge. Additional theme-related

books for each unit and support for dramatic play with costumes, props, functional pnnt, and
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opportunities for children’s reading, writing, and talking will be provided by PB. We wzll
emphasize rich props and teacher scaffolding in dramatic play to enhance acquisition of
background knowledge and oral language (Mcgee, 2007; Roskos & Neuman, 2001). Teachers
will be encouraged to engage in extended conversations with children throughout the day.

Detail the amount of time the proposed program will spend developing each child’s language,

cognition, and early reading skills...
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Activities

Bus Ride Books will be available on buses. Some of our children have long rides.
Greetings & | Children will be warmly greeted. Sign-in will progress throughout year from
Sign In matching names & pictures to independent writing. Children will put belc:ngmgs
10-15 min. away & get a book for individual or shared reading. Adult available for reading.

| Large Written Greeting of the Day—children will follow with pointer, then write at ‘

| Group/Circle | writing center. Teacher will guide children through greeting, then ask children to

| Time “step up” to point out letters, sounds, words, punctuation. 3-4 songs will be |

| (Morning | chosen to illustrate rhyming, predictability, or alliteration. Children will follow

\ Meetmg) words with pointer. Repefition of songs will facilitate automaticity, vocabulary

| 10-15 min. i acquisition, shared reading. Poems will be chosen to illustrate word families,

alliteration, thyming, Concepts will be introduced, and centers explained.

} Small Group Intensive Small Group Instruction—Assessment data will guide planning for
t & Centers intensive literacy instruction in small groups (10 min). Flexible grouping will \

(Choice depend on objectives. Teacher or assistant will meet with an additional small |
Time) group during choice time. Small group activities available for several days. ‘
| 50min. Observation—teacher will take 5-10 minutes when possible for intensive

5 observation of individual child during Choice Time.
“Floating "—teachers facilitate engagement Choice Time activities, extend

play/language, troubleshoot. Center activities will be from OWL or teacher-

designed and will be thematically integrated; all will incorporate reading &

writing, Read-alouds always available as a small group option.

| Transitions | Often neglected for instruction, transitions will incorporate literacy instruction

(e.g., “Next is the person whose name begins with the /b/ sound!”). OWL

| provides transitions that include literacy instruction.

Story Time | Theme-related books. OWL provides suggested vocabulary emphases, open-

| 20 Minutes | ended questions, and activities related to story time book.

Teachers will read the daily menu. Mealtime is important for role-plaﬁng and
| 20-30 min.

conversations between chﬂdren & adults. Storybook reading of familiar books
The outdoor environment will also be print-rich, including 51@5, “traffic” 51gns,

as children unevenly finish eating.
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Many of our classrooms are half time. Although we recognize that research documents that

full time preschool increases leaming (Pianta & McCoy, 1997), even with ERF funding we do

not have space to make our classes full time, and cannot reduce the number of children served.

Many Head Start and state-funded programs face a similar dilemma of balancing intensity

of program versus serving more children. Therefore, with grant funds, we will extend the

school year with summer school (Learning Village & YWCA) or provide an intensive summer

home support program (Kalamazoo Head Start) and intensify home-school connections

throughout the year (Neuman, Copple & Bredekamp, 2000; Whitehurst & Lonigan, 2001).

Purpose 3: To provide children with language & literature rich environments...

| Print

| Children’s _
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{| Selection Criterion 1, Factor 2, Purpose 3. s rmr nckness 0 the envmmmenr.

Goal - To create an engaging, warm, print-rich environment that supports children’s

| language & literacy development across all classrooms. :
| Objectives for Improving Language and Print Richness of Environment : Year One

|
Objectives \
Classroom “audits” to determine libra splies needs. (Coaches ‘

i

Bi-weekly books home prog'am to increase print richness of home environment
implemented. (Coaches/Graduate Assistants)

Substantial additions to classroom libraries complete.
Furniture ordered. Caaches/Graduare Assistanrs

Big, trade, predictable, alphabet, rhyming, poetry, science, picture books. Multiple
genres, child-dictated books, books reflect races and cultures of participating
children. Writing related to center activities. Increase classroom libranes. Audio
books for listening center. Books & writing materials in all centers of room.

Sign in, stop and other signs, phone books, magazines, catalogues, receipt books,
instructions, recipes, & other functional print connected to curricular themes.
“Literacy props” through centers, children’s names on tubs & folders, morning
message, directions for activities with print & pictures, message boards, written
schedules, lists of helpers. |
Child-dictated books, labels on drawings, child writing displayed at child eye-level. |
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Posters lyrics, SIgnage in room In Enghsh/Spamsh listening centers, pointers for
following lyrics & poetry, family storytelling, shared writing.

Writing opportunities across centers in variety of media (sand, shaving cream,
whiteboards), functional print related to project such as labeled stars for seriation at
cognitive center, chalkboards, making cards, keyboarding, making books,

individual/small group writing with teacher.

S pg—
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A pnnt-nch environment includes not only multlple oportumtles to read and write, but also

purposeful, embedded literacy instruction throughout the day that enhances the effectiveness
of the environment (Morrow, 1990).

Each classroom will contain constant elements such as the lyrics/poem posters, labels, books,
and writing opportunities. These elements will be used to promote automaticity in alphabetic
and print awareness. There will also be regularly-changing novel elements in each room that are
theme-specific. These elements will be used to prevent boredom, increase engagement, and
increase the print-richness of the environment. This push-pull of famlllar and novel is
characteristic of high—éuality environments for young children (Bredekamp & Copple, 1997).
We will also increase the print-richness of children’s homes (Morrow & Young, 1997) by
sending home books and activities every other week; each classroom will also receive a copy
of the books. To enable parents with limited reading skills to participate, we will have portable
CD players and audiobooks available for check out. Family literacy workshops will increase
care provider skills to foster emergent literacy skills, workshop topics will include strategies to

increase interactive book reading and the importance of oral langnage opportunities for children.

| Strategie: matenals or physical environment ... oral lang UL e&backgraund | Fig. 8

Oral Lan 1age, Vocabulary, and v, and Comprehension
OWL provides book-related vocabulary lists, PB will provide picture/word cards
for word walls, writing desks. Repeated, interactive storytelling (McGee, 2007).
Purposeful repetition of introduced vocabulary across classroom contexts within
context of highly engaging actmtles Fleld trips tied to theme will provide rich

| opportu