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Application for Federal Assistance SF-424 Version 02
* 1. Typs of Submission: * 2. Type of Application: * It Revision, select appropriate lettar(s):
Preapptication Mew
Application Continuation " Qther (Specity)
Changed/Corrected Application Revision
* 3. Date Received: 4. Apphcanl Identifigr:
7i31/2008

Hevada Ueonnecticons Academy

5a. Federal Entity 1dentifiar:

* 5b. Federal Award ldentifiar:

State Use Only:

G, Date Received by State: 7. State Applicalion Identilier:

8. APPLICANT INFORMATION:

"a. legalName: |yavada Connections Academy

* b. EmployerfTaxpayer Identification Number (EIN/TIN}

* ¢, Organizational DUNS;

(b)(4)

1281066583

d. Address:

* Strasli: 5690 Rigginas Court, Suike C

Streeld:

* City: Reno

County:

* State;

NV: Mevada

Province:

* Country:

USA: UNITED STATES

*Zip f Postal Code: |gognz

e. Organlzational Unit:

Departmant Nama:

Division Name:

f. Name and contact information of person to be ¢ontacted on matters Involving this application:

Prefix: Mz,

: FIFE'[ NEII"I‘IE: Mlﬂl‘EE}r

Middle Name:

* Last Nama: Revenaugh

S ffix:

Title: [Vice President

Crganizational Affiliation:

Conneclbions Academy

" Telephane Number: (377 534 5748

Fax Number: [425-740-4367

" Email; imrevenaugh@cc}ﬂnact ilonsacadery . com

Tracking Number CRANT10058500

Funding Gpgtjrtunil}r Mumber ED-GRANTS-061608-00! Received Date2008-07-31T16:23:08 -04:00



Close Form Previous -

“Next

iRt Page

About

CMB Number: 40400004
Expiration Date: 01/31/2009

Application for Federal Assistance SF-424

Vearsion 02

9. Type of Applicant 1: Selaect Applicant Type:

¥: Odcther (specify)

Type of Applhcani 2; Select Applicant Type:

Type of Applicant 3: Select Applicant Type:

* Qther {(specify):

Fublic Charter School

* 1. Name of Federal Agency:

U.5. Department of Education

11. Cataleg of Federal Domestic Assistance Number:

84,282

CFDA Title:

Charter Schaools

" 12. Funding Opportunity Number:

ED-GRANTS-061608-0Q01

* Title:

Charter Schools Proaram COFDA B4.282E (Planning, Program Design and Implementation

13. Competitlon ldentHicatlon Number:

H&-1A2B20Q08-1

Tille:

14, Areas Affected by Project (Clties, Counties, States, etc.):

Nevada - entire state

* 15, Descriptive Title of Applicant’s Project:

Nevada Connecticns Academy Charter Implementaticon Grant

Attach suppaorting documeanis as specihed in agency instruclions.

Add Attachments | | Delete Attachments .| | - View Atiachment

5.

T N mber R AN T10058500

Funding ng&luniiy Number:ED-GRANTS-061608-001 Received Date:2008-07-31T16:23:08-04:00




Close Form Previous. | - Next _dnt Page - About

OMB Number: 4040-0004
E xpiration Date: 01/31/2008

Application for Federal Assistance 8F-424 Version 02

16. Congressional Districts Of:

* a, Applicant 5 * b. Program/Project |1, 2,3

Attach an additional list of Program/Project Congressional Districts if needed,

Add Attachmant | “Bisileasiachment | View Aftachimisnt
17. Proposed Project:
" a. Start Date: |o%/01/2008 *h. End Date. |0&6/30/2010
18. Estimated Funding {$}:
* & Federal 154,000,008
* b. Applicant 0.asd
* ¢. Slate C,B54,826.00
*d. Local 0,400
* 8. Other G.0o0
*I. Program incoms 0.00
g TOTAL 6,004,826.00

* 19. Is Appllcation Subject to Review By State Under Executive Order 12372 Process?

a. This application was made available to the State under the Executive Order 12372 Process for review an 07/31/2008

k. Program is subject to E.Q. 12372 hut has not been selected by the State for review.

c. Program is not covered by E.Q. 12372,

* 20. Is the Applicant Dellngquent On Any Faderal Debt? {If "Yes", provide explanation.)
[ | ves No Expianaion

21. *By signing this application, 1 certify {1) to the statements contalned In the list of certifications™ and {2) that the statements
herein are true, complete and accurate to the best of my knowledge. | also provide the required assurances™ and agree to
comply with any resulting terms if | accept an award. | am aware that any false, fictitious, or fraudulent statements or claims may
subject me to criminal, civil, or administrative penalties. {U.5. Code, Title 218, Section 1001)

™| AGREE

* The list of certifications and assurances, or an internet site whare you may obfain this list, is contained in the announcemenl or agency
spechc instructions,

Authorized Representative:

Frefix: Mg . * Firsl Name: |Mickey

Middle Mame:

*lLasl Namse: |Revenzaugh

Suffix:
" Title:. Vice President
* Telephone Number. |o17-5834-5765 Fax Number: |425-740-0887

*Email: |mrevenaugh@connect icnsacademy . cam

* Signature of Authorized Represenlative:  |Mickey Revenaugh * Date Signed.  |p7r3i2o08

Authorized for Local Reproduction Slandard Form 424 {Revised 10/2005)
Prescribed by OMB Circular A-102

FR A G RN P ronsaso0 Funding Gpﬁo?’rmnity Number:ED-GRANTS 061608-001 Received Date:2008 -07- 31 T16:23:08-04.00



" Close Form | Prﬁﬁﬂus| o F"‘age1 sorcAboutoe.

COMB Number: 4040-0004
Expiratian Datae: 01/317200%

Application for Federal Assistance SF-424 Version 02

* Applicant Federal Debt Delinguency Explanation

The following field should contain an explanation if the Applicant organization is delinguent on any Federal Debt. Maximum number of
characlers that can be entered is 4,000, Try and avoid extra spaces and carnage relurns (o maximize the availability of space,

R/ 1282 e4
"E'acﬁlhr‘rlagr?ﬂﬁm%er: 3 10028500 Funding Opportunity Number:ED-GRANTS-061608-001 Received Date:2008-07-31T16:23:08-04:00



US, DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

NON-CONSTRUCTION PROGRAMS

BUDGET INFORMATION

OMB Control Number: 1890-0004

Expiration Drate: 06/30/2005

Name of [nstituton/Organization:

Nevada Connections Academy

Applicants requesting funding for only one year should complete the
column under "Project Year 1." Applicants requesting funding for mulu-
vear grants should complete all applicable columns. Please read all

instructions belore L:-:Jm]:_@_ting {orm.

SECTION A - BUDGET SUMMARY
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION FUNDS

Budget Categories Project Year 1{a}| Project Year2 Project Year 3 Project Year 4 Project Year 5 Total (f)

(b) {C) | {d) (€)
[. Personnel $ 1 ¥ 0 5 0 $ 0 3 0 $ 0
2. Fringu: Benefits % 0 5 {) 5 () % q ! () ) §
3. Travel $ 35,000 |$ S $ {) h! () _$ 35,000
4. Equipment $ 20,000 1% 3 $ 0 b 0 5 20,000
5. Supplies $ 30,000 |3 3 $ 0 3 0 $ 30,000
6. Contractual $ 65,000 1% 3 $ 0 3 0 $ 65,000
7. Construction $ 0 $ 3 $ 0 $ 0 |S 0
8. Other ¥ 0 ¥ 3 b 0 $ 0 $ 0
9. Total Direct Costs $ 150,004 % $ b (} $ f) $ 150,600
{{lines 1-8) |
100, Indirect Costs* $ 0 A 0 % 0 h 0 0 B 0
11, Training Stipends $ 0] o 0 1% {) S () 0 $ 0
12, Total Costs (hines 9- |S | 50.000 () t 0 5 0 $ 0 $ 150,000
11}

*Indirect Cost Information (To Be Completed by Your Business Office)s

If you are requesting reimbursemient for indivect costs on hine 19, please answer the following questions:

t1} Do you have an Indirect Cost Rale Agreement approved by the Federal government? [} ves Il No
(2) Il yes, please provide the following inlormation:
Pertod Covered by the Indirect Cost Rate Agreement: From: _/_/ To: _/__{ (ram/dd/yyyy)

Approvimg Federal agency: [l ep [ Omer (please specity):
(3) For Restncted Rate Programs (check one) -- Are you using a restricted indirect ¢ast rate that:

[1 1s included in yvour approved Indirect Cost Rate Agreement? or, [] Complies with 34 CFR 76.564(¢c)(2)?

ED Form Neo. 524

FR/Award # LZEZB080045 eb



nd i | T 3 e
U.S. DEFPARTMENT OF EDUCATION OME Control Nutber: 1200-0004

BUDGET INFORMATION

NON-CONSTRUCTION PROGRAMS EiEon DHlc ey

Applicants requesting funding for only one year should complete the
Name of Instiuiion/Organization: columa under "Project Year 1." Applicants requesting funding for muli-
Nevada Connections Academny vear grants should compiete all applicabie columns. Please read all
instructions before completing form.

SECTION B - BUDGET SUMMARY
NON-FEDERAL FUNDS

Budget Categorics (b)(4)

Personnel

Fringe Benefits

Travel

Equipment

Sapplies

Contractusl

Constroction
Other

0. Total Direct Costs
{lines -8}

10}, Indirect Costs

ol el Eoall B ol Bl Eal o

11. Trainin g S[ipends

2. Tolal Costs (lines 9-
11)

PRiAward # U2B82B0BO04S eb



9. Will comply, as applicable, with the provisions of the Davis-
Bacon Act (40 U.5.C. §§276a to 276a-7), the Copeland Act
(40 U.B.C. §276¢ angt 18 U.5.C. §874), and the Contract

Work Hours and Safety Standards Act (40 U.S.C. §§327-
333), regarding laber standards for federally-assisted
construction subagreements.

10. Will comply, if applicable, with flocd insurance purchase
reqguirements of Section 102(a) of the Flood Disaster
Protection Act of 1973 (P.L. 93-234) which reguires
recipients in a special flood hazard area to participate in the
program and to purchase flood insurance if the total cost of
insurable construction and acquisition is $10,000 or more.

11. Wil comply with envircnmental standards which may be
prescribed pursuant to the following: {a) institution of

12,

13.

14.

Will comply with the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act of
1868 (16 U.8.C. §§1271 et seq.) related to protecting
componeants or potential components of the national
wild and scenic rivers system.

Will assist the awarding agency in assuring compliance
with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation
Act of 1966, as amended (16 U.5.C. §470), EO 11583
(identification and protection of historic properties), and
the Archaeological and Historic Preservation Act of
1974 (16 U.5.C. §§469a-1 et seq.).

Will comply with P.L. 93-348 regarding the protection of
human subjects involved in research, development, and
related activities supported by this award of assistance.

environmental quality control measures under the National 15. Will comply with the Lahoratory Animal Welfare Act of
. : 1966 (P.L. 89-544, as amended, 7 U.5.C. §§2131 et

Environmental Policy Act of 1969 {P L. 91-190) and . .

. , e o seq, ) pertaining to the care, handling, and treatment of

Executive Order {EQ) 11514, (b) notification of violating . .

- ) . warm blooded animals held for research, teaching, or
facilities pursuant to EQ 11738; (¢) protection of wetlands other activilies supported by this award of assistance
oursuant to EO 11990, (d) evaiuation of flood hazards in PP Y '
floodplains in accordance with EQ 11988, (e} assurance of 15 will comply with the Lead-Based Paint Poisoning
project consistency with the approved State management Prevention Act {42 U.S.C. §§4801 et seq.) which
program developed under the Coastal Zone Management prohibits the use of lead-based paint in construction or
Act of 1972 (16 U.5.C. §§1451 et seq.); (f) conformity of rehabilitation of residence structures.

Federal actions to State (Clean Air) Implementation Plans

under Section 176(c) of the Clean Air Act of 1955, as 17. Will cause to be parformed the required financial and

amended (42 U.S.C. §§7401 et seq.); (g} protection of compliance audits in accordance with the Single Audit

underground sources of drinking water under the Safe Act Amendments of 1996 and OMB Circular No. A-133,

Drinking YWater Act of 1974, as amended {P.L. 93-823); "Audits of States, Local Governments, and Non-Profit

and, (h) protection of endangered species under the Crganizations.”

Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended (P.L. 93-

205). 18. Wil comply with all applicable requirements of all other
Federal laws, executive orders, regulations, and policies
governing this program.

* SIGNATURE OF AUTHGRIZED CERTIFYING GFFICIAL *TITLE

Mickey Revenaugh

Vice President

* APPLICANT ORGANIZATION

* DATE SUBMITTED

Nevada Connections Academy

07/31/2008

Standard Form 4248 (Rev. 7-97} Back

' t‘l:fé Tu‘agri%ﬁgf:i%%?u}usasuu Funding Dpﬁ{ﬁtunit}r Number:ED-GRANTS-061608-001 Received Dale:2008-07-31116:23:08-04:00



DISCLOSURE OF LOBBYING ACTIVITIES

Approved hy OMB
Complete this form to disclose lobbying activities pursuant to 31 U.8.C.1352

0348-0045

1. * Type of Federal Action: 2. * Status of Federal Action: 3. * Report Type:

a. conlract a, bidfofferfappllcathon
b. grant

a. Inltlal Rling

X

b. initial| award k. matarial chango

¢, couperatve agreement

C. posi-award

d. loan

O. l[oan guaranies

f. loan insurancea

4, Name and Address of Reporting Entity:
DX Prime SubAwardes

Hevada Copoect lows Avadomy

* Strac! 1 . Streel 2
5680 Riggima Couxrkt, Buite |4

" City Stalg Zip
REna b7 : Hewada BS02

Congressienal Distnct, if known; |2

3. If Reporting Entity in No.4 is Subawardaee, Enter Name and Address of Prime;

6. * Federal Department/Agency: 7. * Federal Program Name/Description:
bgpartment. of Bducaticn Ejarte.r s5chools

CF oA NHumber, i applicable: B4 . 282

8. Federal Action Number, i kinown: 9. Award Amount, if krrown.
I 3
10. a. Name and Address of Lobbying Registrant:
Prefix " First Mama | Migfclle Mame
Mickey
" ast Mame Soiftx
Revehaugh
* Shrept 1 Sipapt 2
* Oty State Zip

b. Individual Perfurming Services {including address if differenl from Mo, 102}

FPrefix T First Mamea , MHiddle Namea
Mickoy
*Last Mame Serffin
Eevinawgh
Y Streal 1 Street 2
T Lty State Zip

11, tnfomatlon requested through this form & authorized by Btle 31 L.S.C. sactlon 1352, This disclosure of lobbying actlvitins is a material representation of fact upon which
reliance was placed by the lier abgva when the tranzaction was made or entered inta. This disclosure 18 required pursuant te 31 U.5.C, 1352, This informalicn wilk be reporied to

the Congress semi-annually and will be availatle for public inspaction. Any person who fails to e the requlred disclosure shall be subject 1o a civil penalty of not less than
$10.000 and not more than $100,000 for each such failure.

* Signature;

Mickoy Rewvenauwgn

*Hame: EBrafis T First Mama . AMigddla Mame
Mickoy

* L asl Mama Sl
Rewetiawgh

Title: Telephone No.: Date: (07/31/2008

Authorized for Local Reproduction
Shandard Form - LLL [Rev, T-&7T)

R/ Lga2
‘Eacﬂﬁag%m%er;%?&g?\ﬁlm}iﬂﬁﬂﬂ Funding Dp]:?cg'tunity Number:ED-GRANTS-U61608-001 Received Date:2008-07-31T16:23:08-04:00




TR e e A M 0058500

- Glose Form

OMB Control No. 1830-0007 (Exp. 06/30/2009)

NOTICE TO ALL APPLICANTS

The purpose of this enclosure is to inform you about a new
provision in the Department of Education’s General
Education Provisions Act {GEPA) that applies to applicants
for new grant awards under Departrment programs. This
provisicn is Section 427 of GEPA, enacted as part of the
Improving America’s Schogls Act of 1994 (Public Law (P.L.}
103-382).

To Whom Does This Provision Apply?

Section 427 of GEPA affects gpplicants for new grant
awargds under this program. ALL APPLICANTS FOR
NEW AWARDS MUST INCLURDE INFORMATION IN
THEIR APPLICATIONS TO ADDRESS THIS NEW
PROVISION IN ORDER TO RECEIVE FUNDING UNDER
THIS PROGRAM.

(If this program is a State-formula grant program, a State
needs 10 provide this description only for projects or
activities that it carries out with funds reserved for State-level
uses. In addition, lecal school districts or other eligible
applicants that apply to the State for funding nead to provide
this description in their applications to the State for funding.
The Stale would be responsible for ensuring that the school
district or other local entity has submitted a sufficient

section 427 statement as descrbed below.)

What Does This Provision Require?

Section 427 requires each applicant for funds {(other than an
individual person} iz include in its application a description
of the steps the applicant proposes to take to ensure
eqguitable access to, and participation in, its
Federally-assisted program for students, teachers, and
cther program beneficiaries with special needs, This
provision allows applicants discretion in developing the
required description. The statute highlights six types of
barriers that can impede equitable access or participation:
gender, race, national origin, color, disability, or age.

Based on local circumstances, you should determine
whether these or other Barriers may prevent your students,
teachers, etc. from such acgess or participation in, the
Federally-funded project or activity, The description in your
apphcation of steps io be taken o overcome these barmers
need not be lengthy, you may provide a clear and succinct

description of how you plan to address these barrers that are
applicable to your circumstances. In addition, the information
may be provided in a single narrative, or, if appropriate, may
be discussed in connection with related topics in the
application.

Section 427 is not intended to duplicate the requirements of
civil rights statutes, but rather to ensure that, in designing
their projects, applicants for Federal funds address equity
concerns that may affect the ability of certain potential
beneficiaries to fully participate in the project and to achieve
to high standards. Consistent with program requirements and

its approved application, an applicant may use the Federal
funds awarded to it to eliminate barners it wWenhhes.

What are Examples of How an Applicant Might Satisfy the
Requirement of This Provision?

The following examples may help illustrate how an applicant
may comply with Section 427,

(1) An applicant that propases to carry out an adult literacy
project serving, among others, adults with limited English
proficiency, might describe in its application how it intends to
distribute 8 brochure about the preposed project to such
potential participants in their native language.

(2} An applicant that proposes to develop instructional
materials for classroom vse might describe how it will make
the materials available on audio tape or in braille for students
who are blind.

(3} An applicant that proposes to carry cut a model science
program for secondary students and is concerned that girls
may be less likely than boys to enrolt in the course, might
indicate how it intends to conduct "outreach” efforts ta girls,
to encourage their enrollmant.

We recognize that many applicants may already be
implementing effective steps to ensure equity of
access and participation in their grant programs, and
we appreciate your cooperation in responding to the
requirements of this pravision,

Estimated Burden Statement for GEPA Requirements

According to the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1985, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information
unless such collection displays a valid OMB conirol number. The valid OMB control number for this mformation collection
is 1880-0007. The time required to complete this information collection is estimated to average 1.5 hours per respanse,
including the time to review instructions, search existing data resources, gather the data needed, and complete ang review
the informatian collection. If you have any comments concerning the accuracy of the time estimate(s) or suggestions for
improving this form, please write to: Director, Grants Policy and Oversight Staff, U.S. Department of Education, 400
Maryland Avenue, 3W (Room 3852, GSA Regional Office Building No. 3}, Washington, DC 20202-4248,

Optional - You may attach 1 file to this page.

Nevada Connecticns 2cademy - GEPA.pdE

| At Adlachment I Delete Attachment
. nment

Funding DP?L:II'EIHH}" Nurmber:ED-GRANTS-061608-001 Received Mrate: 2008-07-31T16:23:08 -04:00



Response to Section 427 of GEPA

Nevada Connections Academy seeks federal Charter Schools Grant Program funds tor charter
school implemenentation activities. In addition to meeting all federal and state laws regarding

civil rights and nondiscrimination in its use of these funds, Nevada Connections Academy will
strive to fulfill Section 427 of GEPA by:

» e¢nsuring equitable access to applicants for staff positions by providing information about
the position through diverse sources, including those consulted by minority applicants
and those with disabilities.

* keeping adaptive technologies and other aids in mind when conducting student outreach
and tutoring.

« ensuring that students who need adaptive testing environments for NHSPE are provided
with such.



CERTIFICATION REGARDING LOBBYING

Certification for Contracts, Grants, Loans, and Cooperaltive Agreements

The undersigned certifies, o the best of his or her knowledge and belief, that:

(1} No Federal appropnated funds have been paid or will be paid, by or on behalf of the undersigned, to any
perscn for influencing or attempting to influence an officer or employee of an agency, 8 Member of
Congress, an officer ar employee of Congress, or an employee of a Member of Congress in connection with
the awarding of any Federal contract, the making of any Federai grant, the making of any Federal loan, the
antering into of any cooperative agreement, and the extension, continuation, renewal, amendment, or
madification of any Federal contract, grant, lean, or cooperalive agreement.

{2} If any funds other than Federal appropriated funds have been paid or will be paid 10 any person for
influencing or attempting to influence an officer or employee of any agency, 2 Member of Congress, an
officer or employee of Congress, or an employee of a Member of Congress in connection with this Federal
contract, grant, loan, or cooperative agreement, the undersigned shall complete and submit Standard
Form-LLL, "Disclosure of Lobbying Aclivities,” in accordance with its instruclions.

(3) The undersigned shall require that the language of this certification be included in the award documents
for alt subawards at all tiers {including subcontracts, subgrants, and contracts under grants, lcans, and
cooperative agreements) and that all subrecipients shall cedify and disclese accordingly. This certification
e @ malenal representation of fact upon which reliance was placed when this transaction was made or
entared into. Submission of this cedification is a prerequisite far making or entering into this transaction
imposed by section 1352, title 31, U.5. Code. Any person who fails to file the required certification shall be
subject to a civil penally of nol less than $10,00 0 and not more than $100,000 for each such failure.

Statement for Loan Guarantees and Loan Insurance

The undersigned states, ic the best of his or her knowledge and helief, that:

If any funds have been paid or will be paid 1o any person for influencing or attempting to influence an officer
or employee of any agency, a Member of Congress, an officer or employee of Congress, or an employee of
a Member of Congress in connection with this commitment providing for the United States to insure or
guarantee 3 loan, the undersigned shall complete and submit Standard Form-LLL, "Disclosure of Lobbying
Activilies,” in accardance with its instructions. Submission of this statement is a prereguisite for making or
entering inla this transaction imposed by section 1352, title 31, .S, Code. Any person who fails Lo file the
required statement shall be subjec t to a civil penalty of not less than $10,000 and not more than $100,000
for each such failure.

* APPLICANT'S ORGANIZATION

Nevada Connections Academy

*FRINTED NAME AND TITLE OF AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE

Frefix; Ms. * First Name; [Mickey Middle Name: J

* Last Name: [Revenauan Suffic

* Title: |[Vice President

* SIGNATURE: |Mickey Revenaugh *DATE: [no7rs31 /2008

PR/ U282 elD .
rac 1’}':||Egﬁf\]:§m%unﬂ:r :%DI?R%’?IDGSES{}U Funding Opportunity Nomber EI-GRANTS-061608-001 Received Date:2008-07-31T16:23:08-04:00



Close Form

1. Project Director:

SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION
REQUIRED FOR
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION GRANTS

Prefix: * First Name: Middle Name:; * Last Name; Suffix;
Dr. Craig But =
Address:

* Street1: |5520 Rigains Court, Buite C

Street?2: Nevada Connecticns Academy

* City: |Reno

County:

* State: NV . Nevada

* Zip Code: |sospz

* Country:

DER: UNITED STATES

* Phone Mumber {give area code)

T75-B26-4200

Email Address:

Fax N

umber {give area code)

Ea

5-B26-42HB

chut z@connect ionsacademy . com

2. Applicant Experience:

MNovice Applicant

Yes

3. Human Subjects Research

Mo

Mot applicable to this program

Are ary research activities invalving human subjects planned at any time during the proposed project Period?

[] Yes

No

Are ALL the research activities proposed designated to be exempt from the regulations?

Yes Provide Exemption(s) #:

No Provide Assurance #, if available:

Please attach an explanation Narrative:

fi

Add Atlachmert | Delété Aachment | View Atiachmest

et AR T 10058500

Funding ngtgrgunity NumberED-GRANTS-061608-001 Received Dale:2008-07-31T16:23:08-04:00



Project Narrative

Abstract Narrative

Attachment 1
Title: Pages: Uploaded File: 1235-Nevada Connections Academy - Program Abstract.pdf

PR/Award # U282B080045 el2



Grant Application — Non-SEA CFDA 84.282B - Planning, Program Design and Implementation

NEVADA

JCONNECTIONS
ACADEMY °

PROGRAM ABSTRACT

Nevada Connections Academy (NCA) 1s an innovative distance learning public chatter school

whose mission 1s to maximize academic achievement for students throughout Nevada who need
an alternative to the traditional classroom. NCA is currently authorized to serve students in

grades 4-12 and has requested a charter amendment to also serve grades K-3.

NCA students engage in a rigorous, Nevada standards-aligned curriculum that is rich in
print, enhanced by technology, and tailored 1o their individual learning needs, working outside

the traditional classroom under the guidance of Nevada certified teachers with whom they
interact via technology. NCA students attend their public charter school from home or a
supervised community location. Each student has a Personalized Learning Plan and an entire

team ~ consisting of licensed teachers, counselors, and specialists as well as a Learmning Coach,

typically a parent or extended family member.

NCA has already begun proving its effectiveness in enabling all of its students to meet

Nevada’s challenging academic achievement standards, having made Adequate Yearly Progress
{AYP) at all levels in school vear 2007-08, its first vear in operation, NCA is now requesting
Charter Implementation Grant funds to develop intensive academic support for at-risk high
school students, pursue regional accreditation, bolster professional development for its teaching

staff, and otherwise extend its program to improve educational results for Nevada students.

Nevada Connections Academy — Program Abstract
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&Y ACADEMY*®
PART III: PROGRAM NARRATIVE

Selection Criteria

The quality of the proposed curriculum and instructional practices (20 points).

Note: The Secretary encourages the applicant to describe the educational program to be
implemented by the proposed charter school, including how the program will enable all
students 1o meet challenging State student academic achievement standards, the grade

levels or ages of students to be served, and the curriculum and instructional practices to be

usetl,

Nevada Connections Academy (NCA) is an innovative distance learning public charter

school whose mission is to maximize academic achievement for students throughout Nevada

who need an alternative to the traditional classroom.

s The grade levels or ages of students served: NCA is currently authorized to serve students in
grades 4-12 throughout the State of Nevada, and has requested a charter amendment to alsc
serve grades K-3.

o How the program enables all students to meet challenging State student academic

achievement standards: NCA has alrcady begun proving its effectiveness in enabling all of

its students to meet Nevada’s challenging academic achievement standards, having made

Adequate Yearly Progress (AYD) at the elementary, middle, and high school levels in school
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year 2007-08, its first vear in operation (see below for special activities focused on high
school achievement). Following its launch in Fall 2007, NCA deployed its nationally

accredited curriculum and unique teaching model with a diverse student body of
approximately 350. More than a third of these sfudents qualified for free or reduced price
meals, 24% were members of minority groups (see chart below), and 11% had special
learning needs. NCA

administered Nevada’s state

standardized tests to 97.5% of its

Arerican
21.6%a

students during the state testing

window at proctored testing Sultiracial
5t 4% H'iIE'P ;ﬁnlc
4.5%

locations throughout the state near

students’ homes, with

achievement results sufficient to
by this Implementation Grant request — NCA will be dedicated to sustaining and improving
upon its outstanding academic achievement results while its student population grows and

further diversifies. Through the requested grant, NCA expects to focus on continucus

improvement of program quality and results, seeking accreditation from the Northwest
Association of Accredited Schools, providing focused academic assistance for its students,
and integrating additional professional development opportunities for its staff.

e Special priority — How the program supports activities and interventions aimed at

improving the academic achievement of secondary school students who are af greatest risk

of not meeting challenging Stare academic standards and nor complering high school,

Nevada Connections Academy ~ Part lll Narrative 2
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Although NCA serves students in the elementary, middle and high school grades, more than
a third of its students — 38.6% — are in grades 9 and up, with ninth grade alone representing
20% of the total student population (s¢e chart, below), NCA’s high school students choose

this distance education setting because they are not thriving in a traditional classroom; they

are in essence self-reported as pro— e e e —
being at risk of not meeting state
standards and potentially not
finishing high schoal. Their

demographics reveal other risk

factors as well: 34% of NCA

high school studentis qualify for

free or reduced priced meals;

14% are “over-age” for their grade by two or more years; 7% have special education needs
requiring an Individualized Education Plan, including several with autism and emoticnal
disabilities. The NCA high schoocl program is notably even more diverse than the NCA at the
lower grades, with 50% more African American students and 15% more Hispanic/Latino
students. NCA proposes to bolster its high school students’ achievement prospects by
identifying those at greatest risk of not passing the Nevada High School Proficiency

Examination (NIISPE) and therefore not successfully completing high school. The staff will

schedule multiple special synchronous online and face-to-face sessions with these students

around the state, and deploy carefully selected curriculum materials to ensure that these

students do ultimately pass the exam and master the high school academic program. For

details, please see Part LI Section C.
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The curriculum and instructional practices used: NCA students engage in a rigorous,
Nevada slandards-aligned curriculum that is rich in print, enhanced by technology, and
tailored to their individual learning needs, working outside the traditional c¢lassroom under
the guidance of Nevada certified teachers with whom they interact via technology. NCA uses
the Connections Academy virtual public school curriculum as part of its contractual
relationship with Connections Academy, LLC, whose services are provided under the
direction of the NCA Governing Body. The Connections Academy curriculum has been
shown to be effective based on standardized test scores in other states and is accredited by
the Commission on Internaticnal and Trans-Regional Accreditation (CITA).

The Connections Academy program is explicitly designed to meet the diverse and unique

lcarning nceds of a wide range of students. For

TIER 1: Learning Coaches. teachers
and students discuss strategies of
implementing lessons
TIER 2: Instrnctonal
Suppert Programs, SST,
and (uforing

example, Connections Academy has pioneered in

the online learning world a multi-ticred

intervention model (see graphic) that ensures that

the curriculum is much more than a list of
courses. Students who may not be successful in

the standard program, Tier 1, receive additional

support via the supplemental and alternative programs in Tier 2 and Tier 3 as highlighted in

the adjacent chart. (“SST” refers to the Student Support Team within NCA’s staff, which

meets regularly to discuss instructional strategies for struggling learners. “PACE” 1s Program

' The Commission on Inicrnational and Trans-Regional Accredilalion was created in 1996 by the regional associations which

accredit scheols and universities in the United States Lo provide customized accreditation protocols and standards for schools
that cross the regions and for naiional and international schools around the world.
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for All Children to Excel, an intensive direct instruction strategy using LiveLesson to

improve performance of students scoring below proficiency on state and internal tests.) Part
of the current grant request is to purchase and/or develop additional curriculum resources to

meet this wide array of diverse learning needs.
The NCA curriculum provides a developmentally appropriate combination of technology
with print and hands-on matcrials for each grade level, as described in detail below. The

curriculum also integrates a variety of proprietary and highly effective technology tools.

These include:

o Learning Management System (LMS): The platform for organizing and managing the entire
NCA educational environment is the online Learning Management System or LMS. This

proprietary, web-based sofiware allows NCA to deliver every assignment and track every

activity, monitoring the completion of individual lessons as well as mastery of discrete skills

and knowledge. With this systemn, NCA is ablc to provide an unprecedented level of time-
on-task detail. The [.MS operates within Connections Academy’s very secure and rcbust
technology infrastructure which protects all data [rom loss and intrusion while maintaining a

safe environment in which students, parents, and teachers can interact with each other.

e Teachleis™.: Highly interactive, asynchronous proprietary tutorials at the beginning of most
NCA lessons that incorporate graphics, video, and audio to show students the concepts and
ideas they will need to complete the lesson. Teachlets are provided online but also included

on CD as a backup and to aid students working with dial-up Internet connections.

*» LiveLesson™: A real-time web conferencing tool that allows teachers to work synchronously

with small groups of students using voice over IP, chat, clectronic whiteboard, and shared

Nevada Connections Academy — Part lll Narrative 5
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web surfing; the teacher’s workstation includes a webcam so that students may see the

teacher’s face, and both teacher and students use headsets to allow for voice exchanges.
(Students may also choose to equip their computers with webcams.) LiveLesson is based on

Adobe Connect Professional and adapted for integration into the LMS,

¢ Webmail: The proprietary private email system included in the LMS. Because this webmail
system 1s “closed,” NCA students, parents and teachers may only use it to communicate with

each other, and are protected from spam, contact from strangers, and other mainstream email

1ssues.

Elementary/Middle School Carriculum: NCA uses the developmentally appropriate
Connections Academy clementary/middle school disiance education curriculum that
integrates textbooks, lesson plans and other content from a variety of leading publishers and

school programs including Prentice Hall, Zaner-Bloser, the Calvert School and others, along
with technology-based content trom “best of breed” providers such as BrainPop, SkillsTutor,

Compass, and United Streaming. The curriculum is updated regularly, with Governing Body
approval, based on a rigorous analysis of student performance on state standards as measured

by state testing results and internal assessments.

Foreign language instruction begins early at NCA, with Spanish and French available
to students in the elementary and middle school grades. Advanced middle school students
also have the option to take French, German, Latin or Mandarin Chinese. Language courses
Integrate proven-effective online materials with a unique audio feature that allows teachers to

hear and grade actual student speech, Courses may also nclude Livelesson instruction for

maximum student-to-teacher and siudent-10-student interaction.
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The NCA curriculum alse includes unique electives such as Home Life, which
provides fun skill-building projects in which the whole family can participate, and Frog and
Toad Quest, which provides students an opportunity {0 monilor frog and toad populations
across the state and around the nation in conjunction with scientists from the National
Wildlife Federation and U.S. Geological Survey. The Educational Technology and Online
Learning elective inlegrates both the National Educational Technology Standards (NETS)
articulated by the International Society for Technology in Education and the types of

information and communications technology skills promoted by the Partnership for 21

Century Learning.

High School Curricalum: NCA provides a comprehensive high school program with three
levels of academic coursework: Basic, Standard, and Honors, While all three levels are
designed 1o meet state standards and provide students a rigorous curriculum, the three levels
will enable differentiation based on student needs and career goals. Students who may have
missed some foundational coursework will find that Basic courses help them master new

material time-efficiently, while honors courses provide advanced students with opportunities

to participate in extension projects, investigations and activities that require integrated skills
application and higher-level thinking and understanding. Connections Academy also offers
18 Advanced Placement courses, from AP Algebra to AP Spanish and French. Course
selections are made in close consultation with students and their parents. The NCA high
school curriculum currently consists of more than 150 courses, including a wide variety of
electives and intensive foreign language instruction from Spanish through Mandarin Chinese.

Students must complete 22.5 credits in the courses required by Nevada in order to graduate.
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The NCA high school curriculum involves more online experience than the

elementary/middle school program, as appropriate for secondary scheol learners. The Nevada

Content Standards-aligned high school curriculum integrates digital and print versions of
textbooks from major publishers enhanced by multimedia, interactive material,
communication/conferencing tools, and team projects. The NCA’s high school program also
includes substantial teacher-directed instruction through synchronous and asynchronous e-
learning tools, as well as graded asynchronous online discussions to promote collaboration
and interaction among students. The NCA high school curriculum meets and exceeds all
Nevada credit requirements for a high school program and prepares NCA students to pass the
Nevada High School Proficiency Examinations (NHSPE).

K-12 Socialization and Community: In addition to working with the curriculum materials
described above, NCA students have the opportunity to participate regularly in both face-to-
face and virtual community activities. Face-to-face activities include field trips and
community outings facilitated by NCA Community Coordinators — parent volunteers whom
the school supports in organizing such activities for families who live nearby. NCA’s
technelogy-based community activities include virtual group projects, online bulletin

boards/forums (such as “Math Problem of the Week™), book chats, teacher-led discussions,

learning-focused webmail, and student clubs ranging from chess to yearbook. All of the
collaborative online activities and communications tools are restricted for use only by
members of the NCA community; parents can feel comfortable that their children are

experiencing this technelogy safely within the “walled garden™ of NCA.

The Unigue Role of Technology: Technology plays an important facilitating role in the

NCA curriculum, so the school strives to ensure that its students have full access to
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technology tools. To the extent permitted by the school’s budget, supplemented by the
current grant request, famtlies participating in NCA recetve a loaned computer with a printer
and an Internet service subsidy. Al necessary software and technology support is provided
along with the computers. Given the balance of modes and media for learning at NCA, actual
time online for students (as compared to Learning Coaches and teachers) varies according to
¢ach student’s developmental level, learning needs, and leaming styles. Students in the
elementary gradcs may spend 15 - 25% of time online; students in grades & - 8 may range
trom 25-50+% of time online, and students in grades 9-12 may spend up to 75% of their

school time online.

Instructional Methods: NCA’s instructional model is known as Personalized Performance
Learning. This model provides a learning environment that is well supperted by a partnership

of parents and teachers and by a sophisticated technology component. Key aspects of the

instructicnal model are as follows:
o The Learning Triad. Instruction at NCA to
surrounds each student with the resources needed

for success. Each student is part of a “learning

triad™ as illustrated at right.

o  The Personalized Learning Plan: The centerpiece Informs NI Bl Evaluates
Inslructs Crpiar Manitors

. . ‘ _ Conceptualizes Lesens Personalizes

of instruction at NCA is the Personalized Enriches Intervenes

Enfightens il Clarifies

Learning Plan (PL.P), which provides for
individualized instruction tailored to the learning needs of each child. The PL.P is an

extensive doecument developed at the beginning of the school year by the Nevada-certified
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teacher in consultation with the student and the student’s parents/guardians. This PLP is built

from a combination of baseline assessments of both academic skills/knowledge and learning

modalities, information gathered from the parents, and input directly from the student.

Learning needs that go beyond the purely academic (such as study habits and interpersonal

skills} are addressed in the PLP as well. The PLP then guides the student’s course through
the state standards-aligned curriculum. All daily lesson plans are provided to students and

families online, directing them step-by-step through use of the comprehensive set of

textbooks, trade books, manipulatives, and consumables that NCA ships to them.

A Complete Learning Team: At NCA, student learning benefits from committed educators

and involved parents who provide total support for the student’s PLP.

= Nevada-certified, highly qualified teachers: Each NCA student has a Nevada-certified
teacher specially trained in the Connections Academy curriculum and instructional
method. Working full-time in NCA’s professional office/teaching center, teachers will
have an average student load of approximately 50. Teachers work closely with each

student on a one-on-one basis using the technology. The teacher is responsible for

evaluating assignments and work products, providing instructional assistance, assigning

and scoring assessment activities, and providing feedback on the child's performance.
Based on a student’s demonstrated mastery of the material, teachers add, cxpand or
replace assignments; they also grade students in each subject for the regular student

report cards and make promotion or retention decisions. Depending on the need of the

learner, teacher contact with the student and Learning Coach — most often via telephone

and webmatl — may be as frequent as several times a day, and at minimum once every

Nevada Connections Academy — Part Il Narrative
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week. Teachers do not walit to be contacted; they are proactive participants in their
students’ learning plans. In addition, NCA families are always welcome to visit the

school office/teaching center during business hours to meet with their teachers in person.

*» Face-to-face Learning Coaches: Each NCA student has a Learning Coach—a parent or

other responsible adult designated by the parents—who works with him or her in person
under the guidance of the Nevada-certified professional teacher. Parent involvement is a
centerpiece of the NCA concept. Whether a parent’s role is as a Learning Coach, or as
someone providing oversight to the Learning Coach, all parents/guardians are intimately
familiar with their child’s progress on a day-to-day basis. Each Learning Coach has
his/her own usemame, password, homepage and technology tools such as webmail, an
electronic To Do list, and constant, real-time access to his/her student’s Planner of
lessons and gradcbook. The school provides ongoing training and support to help
Learning Coaches carry out their important role while making optimum use of the

available technology tools and professional teacher support to do so In the elementary

erades, the Learning Coaches are directly involved with students’ day-to-day learning,

under the guidance of protessional, certified teacher(s) with whom they communicate at

least weekly via telephone or LiveLesson web conferencing (and whom they can contact

as often as needed via telephone or webmail). In high school, parents play an important

oversight role, but students work more independently with their teachers as appropriate to

their ability to take on increasing responsibility for their learning.

» Expanded educational support: The NCA principal coordinates the work of the teachers,

using data from the LMS to target curriculum and instructional resources toward specific
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student needs. Supporting the principal and teachers in their work are Connections
Academy curriculum specialists who are highly trained in distance education
methodologies and specific subject areas, Curriculum specialists are available by

telephone and email to the NCA teachers for assistance in addressing particular

curriculum topics or in customizing curriculum for particular student needs.

In effect, cach NCA student has a team of experts working together to leverage the school’s

myriad resources — technological, instructional, and interpersonal — for his or her success.

What the Research Says: The primary building blocks of the NCA instructional model are
parent invelvement; individualized instruction; and high-quality teaching. Education research

has shown that these touchstones of Personalized Performance Learning directly correlate to

top student achievement.

For example, decades of research show that parent participation is very closely related to
student achievement, In A New Generation of Evidence.: The Family Is Critical to Student

Achievemenr’, Anne T, Henderson and Nancy Berla document concrete benefits of parent
involvement for students, including higher grades and test scores, higher graduation rates,
and greater enrollment in postsecondary education. A Stanford study found that using parents
as tutors brought significant and immediate changes in children's [.Q. scores. At NCA,

parents are closely involved in their child’s education.

Students benefit from instruction that is differentiated in terms of pace, content, sequence

and style. Among many studies on this topic, Margaret Haertel and her colleagues show m

2 Henderson, A., & Berla, M. {Eds.). A new generation of evidence: The family 1s crtical to student achievement. National
Committee for Citizens in Education, Center for Law and Education, Washington, DC, 1994,
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“What Helps Students Learn?™ that “curriculum and assessment tailored to student ability
and academic background” to assure “an appropriate level of task difficulty for students and
an appropriate instructional pace” is a proven achievement tool. At NCA, instruction is

individualized for every student, every day.

Teacher quality counts as much in virtual lgarning environments as in traditional

classrooms. While past research on the impact of good teaching, such as the 2000 study by
Harold Wenglinksy' of the Educational Testing Service, occurred before distance learning
schools were available as study sites, more recent research focusing specifically on virtual
learning echoes the critical importance of teacher quality. For example, 2005°s A Svathesis of
New Research on K-12 Online Learning’ shows that the unique ability of an online teacher to

communicatc one-on-one with students and offer personalized feedback — as teachers at NCA

will — is key to student success in virlual learming envirenments.

L

Wang, Margaret C.. Haerlel, Geneva D., and Walberg, Herbert J., “What Helps Students Learn?" Educational Leadership,
1993.

Wenglinsky, Hareld, How Teaching Matters: Bringing the Classroom Back Inte Discussions of Teacher Quality, Educational
Testing Service, 2000.

Smith, Rosina, Clark, Tom, and Blomeyer, Robert, A Synthesis of New Research in K-12 Gnline Leaming. Learning Point
Associates/North Central Regional Educational Laboratory, Maperville, iL, 2005
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il,  The degree of flexibility afforded by the SEA and, if applicable, the LEA to the charter

school (10 points).

Note: The Secretary encourages the applicant to include a description of how the State’s law
establishes an administrative relationship between the charter school and the authorized

public chartering agency and exempts the charter school from significant State or local rules
that inhibit the flexible operation and management of public schools. The Secretary also
encourages the applicant to include a description of the degree of autonomy the charter school

will have over such matters as the charter school’s budget, expenditures, daily operation, and

personnel in accordance with its State’s charter school law.

Nevada’s Charter School Law (NRS 386.500 to 386.610) provides for either an LEA Board of
Trustees or the Stale Board of Education (via action by its Charter Subcommittee) to sponsor

charter school; in the case of the State Board of Education, which is the sponsor or NCA, the
law specities that the State Board and/or the State Department of Education be “responsible for

the evaluation, monitoring and oversight of the charter school.”

The Nevada Charter School Law does provide for some flexibility in staffing of charter
schools, requiring that 709 of teachers in a charter school be licensed, although unlicensed
tcachers may teach only in specified fields. The law does provide for substantial autonomy in
budgeting and expenditures, albeit within clearly defined parameters for pupil accounting,
sponsor lees, and reporting. In terms of daily operations, the Nevada Charter School Law does
not provide for any blanket waiver of education laws and regulations, and from a practical

standpoint charter schools are subject to the same laws and regulations as traditional public

schools, plus laws and regulations specific to charter schools.
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The extent of community support for the application (20 points).

Note: The Secretary encourages the applicant to describe how parents and other members
of the community will be informed about the charter school, and how students will be

given an equal opportunity to attend the charter school,

The NCA staff and Governing Body have worked diligently to develop support for the
charter school throughout the community of Nevada as a whole by informing families and

others about the school and ensuring that students across the state have access to its unique

distance education program.

How parents and other members of the community are informed about the charter school:

As demonstrated by its current demographics (see page 1-2 of this narrative), NCA actively

recruits families that represent the full cultural, demographic and socioeconomic range of the
Nevada. To do so, NCA uses a varjety of means to inform families about its services and

provide them an opportunity to enroll their students, including:

o  Muail outreach: NCA conducts periodic direct mail and email campaigns to introduce the

school to families with children throughout Nevada. In a typical mailing, NCA sends out
a postcard or an email inviting parcnts to attend an Information Session (see below), visit

the website, andfor contact the call center.

o Information sessions: NCA conducts ongoing in-person and virtual information sessions
for famidies throughout Nevada. NCA uses these sessions to provide a complete array of

information about its program, including curriculum, teaching methods, technology

resources and testing requircments,
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e Website: NCA maintains a website (www.connectionsacademy.com) that contains

information about the charter school, its Personalized Performance Learning approach,
and its curriculum. The site also contains a regularly updated set of Frequently Asked

Questions and thetr answer; application information and procedures; and other useful

tools for prospective students and their families.

o Telephone/e-mail information service: NCA maintains a toll-free information line (§00-

382-6010) and an email information service (infol@connectionsacademy.com) to answer

parents’ questions about the charter school.

o Media outreach: NCA takes full advantage of the Nevada media’s interest in distance

education, education reform, and local community events to ensure frequent mentions
for NCA n the press. School staff and parents have appeared in radio, television, and

print media coverage, often to promote information sessions but just as often to counter

common myths about virtual schooling.

o Community and youth services partnerships: As part of its outreach process, NCA
provides informatton about the school to community, family, and youth-serving
organizations such as Boys and Girls Clubs; reaches out to residential facilities; and seeks
partnerships with parent groups, health-related organizations; and organizations for

young performers and athletes.

e  School district referraly and vutreach: NCA takes every opportunity to briet school
administrators and guidance personnel on NCA as an alternative for students who might

benefit from individualized instruction in a non-classroom setting.

s  Word of mouth: Carrent NCA parents serve as a vital scurce of information about the
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school, helping to dispel misconceptions and actively referring other families to attend.
More than 92% of NCA parents say they would recommend the school to other families

they know.

How students are given an equal opportunity fo attend the charter school: Through its
recruitment/marketing and application guidance activities, NCA discloses full details about

its program and encourages families to carefully consider its unique demands before

applying. NCA also provides tools (such as an online self-quiz and contact with an
enrellment counselor) to help parents decide whether NCA is truly the right fit for their
children and themselves. All Nevada students who do wish to attend NCA have an equal

opportunity to do so, regardless of where they live in the state.

To apply for enrollment for their children, parents must complete a simple application
form online or on paper. Applicants are encouraged, but not required, to attend informatien
sessions prior to enrolling in NCA to receive a complete array of information about its

program, including its curriculum, teaching methods, technology resources and testing

requirements.

NCA families extensive training prior to the start of the school year. This is particularly
important for families whose children have only been in a traditional public school setting or
for those who have had limiled exposure to technology. The training includes a thorough
orientation 1o the Learning Management System and practice lessons for the students.
Families also receive a book on virtual schooling that provides guidelines on everything from
setting up a classroom in the home to how to handle more than one student.

NCA dees not discriminate against pupils on the basis of race, color, or creed, in its
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education programs or activilies, including its admissions policies and procedures, though the
school’s enrollmeni/admissions process does includes rigorous screening for verification of

residency (address check, etc.).

NCA has in place a Lottery Policy approved by the Nevada Department of Education
which states, “Nevada Connections Academy enrolls students in the order in which students’
applications are received, up to the point at which the school reaches its projected enrollment
from the charter application or an enrollment cap that cannot be below the original
enrollment projection, whichever is greatest. Both the enrollment projection and the
enrollment cap are based on the school’s current annual operational capacity to deliver the
instructional program as described in the charter. Both the enrollment projection and the

enrollment cap shall be determined annually. The schedule of the lottery will be set annually

by the governing body. The lottery will include all students who submit an enrollmenit

apphication and have been placed in grade level. Based on available openings, NCA will
utilize a random number generator to sclect students from this group list within the categories
listed below:

4-6

7-8

9-117°

“ The lottery policy will be revised before the 2008-09 school year to include grade 12,
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The ambitiousness of the objectives for the charter school (10 points).

Note: The Secretary encourages the applicant to describe the objectives for the charter
school and how these grant funds will be used, including how these funds will be used in
conjunction with other Federal programs administered by the Secretary, in meeting these

objectives,

In its charter application approved by the Nevada State Board of Education in March 2007,
NCA set the following ambitious Academic and Non-Academic Objectives which the school
is already in the process of meeting and which will be significantly advanced by the

requested grant funds.

» Academic Objective 1-Student Progress: NCA students will demonstrate ongoing progress
during the school year as measured by attendance, participation, and performance.
o Attendance (as logged by the Learning Coach and verified by the teacher): Students will

average a 90% attendance rate over the course of the school year. Attendance is

recorded electronically with appropriate controls in the LMS and verified as accurate and
legitimate by teacher professional judgment based on actual student work products The
attendance rate 1s reported each month to the Governing Body.

o Participation (completion of lessons, assessments and portfolio iterns in timely manner
and at an appropriate pace for a particular student): Students will average an 80%
participation rate over the course of the school year. The participation rate is reported

each month to the Governing Body.
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o Performance (mastery of concepts across all core academic subjects, measured on
internal assessments, including quizzes, tests and portfolios): Students will average a
73% performance rate over the course of the school year. The performance rate is
reperted each month to the Governing Body.

How charter grant funds will be used to meet this objective: NCA will use charter grant

funds to expand its outreach efforts, which always include explicit explanation of program

expectations and protocols; this can be cxpected to pay off in improved attendance and
participation. In addition, the extensive professional development activities proposed in this
charter grant application, along with additional ticred curriculum, will help improve student

performance as captured by the third metric mentioned above.

¢ Academic Objective 2—-Student Annual Growth: At lecast 75% of NCA students will
demonstrate satisfactory academic growth within each year in the school, as measured by the
Longitudinal Evaluation of Academic Progress (LEAP) pre- and post-test.
How charter grant funds will be used te meet this objective; Charter grant funds used for
additional curriculum, expanded technelogy resources and teacher prefessional development
will both increase the number of students who achieve satisfactory growth and amplify the

growth of students who achieve this benchmark,

* Academic Objective 3—Achievement Scores: NCA students will perform equal to or better
than comparable Nevada public schools on the Nevada Proficiency Program and the Nevada

High School Proficiency Examination. The school intends to meet Adequate Yearly Progress
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(“AYP”) as defined by the Nevada Department of Education beginning in Year 1; by Year 5,
the school will aim to exceed statewide averages on required tests.

How charter grant funds will be used to meet this objective: Charter grant funds invested in
teacher professional development as well as expanded curriculum and student technology
resources will allow NCA to sustain its AYP record achieved in year 1; the concentration of

efforts on the NHSPE will raise the school’s overall achievement profile.

s Non-Academic Objective 1-High-Quality Teaching: NCA will provide its students with
excellent, highly qualified teaching focused on the needs of each learner; 100% of the
teachers will be Highly Qualified as defined under No Child Left Behind and at least 90% of
parents each year will express satisfaction with their children’s teacher,

How charter grant funds will be used to meet this objective: Expanded professional
development opportunities provided through the grant funds — including the creation of
professional learning communities — will improve to quality of teaching at NCA while

promoting retention of high-quality staft.

s Non-Academic Objective 2-School Community: NCA will create a measurable sense of
community within the virtual school environment by having Community Coordinators and
monthly field trips in place, such that parents will rate school events at leasta 3.0 ona 4
point scale.

How charter grant funds will be used 1o meet this ebjective: Expanded community outreach

will help develop sustainable expectations about the NCA school community while
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deepening relationships among families and between each family and the school.

* Non-Academic Objective 3—Family Satisfaction: NCA families will be satisfied with their
children’s school experience and will rate their school such that it measures at least 3.0 in
overall program satisfaction on a 4 point scale.

How charter grant funds will be used to meer this objective: All of the proposed grant
activities — from expanded professional development to improved focus on NHSPE, from
additional technology and curriculum resources for students to achievement of regional
accreditation with its focus on continuous tmprovement — will result in a more satisfying

school experience for NCA families,
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The quality of the strategy for assessing achievement of those objectives (20 points).

Nevada Connections Academy has a well thought out and accountable strategy for assessing

achievement of the objectives detailed in Section iv, using sophisticated technology tools and

protocols as described below.

e Academic Objective 1-Student Progress
How NCA’s achievement of this objective will be assessed: Student attendance,

participation and performance data are tracked in real-time and granular detail through the

NCA Learning Management System, which includes built-in tocls for analyzing and
reporting this data in an actionable way. These data are reported continuously through a
“student status™ dashboard on the parent, student and teacher homepage and aggregated
monthly for reporting to the Governing Body, and rolled up annually for overali

measurement of this goal.

e Academic Objective 2—Student Annual Growth.
How NCA’s achievement of this objective will be assessed: NCA measures annual student
academic growth by utilizing a pre-test/post-test model requiring students to take the
Longitudinal Evaluation of Academic Progress (LEAP). The LIEAP program consists of two
parts, reading and mathcmatics.
e Satisfactory Growth in Reading: The Scholastic Rcading Inventory (SRI) is
administered to students in grades 2-8, using the Lexile scoring system to match the

child’s level of reading skill with rcading materials that are at an appropriate level of
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ditficulty. For students who are not proficient in the pre-test, satisfactory growth
equates 1o an increase of 100 Lexile points in grades 2 through 5 and an increase of

50 Lexile points for students in grades 6 through 8. For students who are proficient in

the pre-test, satisfactory growth means maintaining their proficiency status.
 Math: IFor the math portion, a valid and reliable Connections Academy assessment is

administered to all students in grades K-8. Students have made satisfactory gains if

they increase their pre-assessment score by 10 percent and/or if they score a

minimum of 73% on the posl assessment.

Academic Objective 3—Achievement Scores
How NCA’s achievement of this objective will be assessed: NCA students participate in

the Nevada Proficiency Examination Program, including the Nevada High School

Proficiency Exam. The school’s results are reported and ranked as part of the state’s
implementation of No Child Left Behind, including the measurement of Adequate Yearly
Progress. NCA 1s very proud to have made AYP at all grade levels in its first vear of school

operations, and anticipates exceeding statewide proficiency exam results by Year 5 of school

operalions.,

Non-Academic Objective 1-High-Quality Teaching:
How NCA’s achievement of this objective will be assessed: Using Nevada’s accepted

definition of “Highly Qualified,” NCA ensures that 100% of its teachers meet this definition

and reports on this metric monthly to its Governing Body. In addition, parents’ satisfaction

with their child’s teacher is an important topic in the Parcnt Satisfaction Survey administered
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early each spring through a third-party research firm with results reported to all stakeholders;

NCA has as its goal that 90% of parents each year will express satisfaction with their

children’s teacher.

e Non-Academic Objective 2—School Community
How NCA'’s achievement of this objective will be assessed: The NCA LMS keeps track of
the number and location of both the Community Coordinators and the field trips available to
students and parents; these metrics are reported monthly to the Governing Body and are part
of the evaluation framework for the school leadership. In addition, the annual third-party
Parent Satisfaction survey includes several questions about school community activities, with

results calculated and reported annually to all stakeholders.

+ Non-Academic Objective 3—Family Satisfaction
How NCA’s achievement of this objective will be assessed: Overall parent satisfaction is

measured through the annual third-party Parent Satisfaction survey, with results reported to

all stakeholders and uses are part of the evaluation of school leadership.
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The likelihood that the charter school will meet those objectives and improve
educational results for students during and after the period of Federal financial

assistance (10 points),

As of the end of its first school year, 2007-08, Nevada Connections Academy has already

begun to demonstrate its ability to meet its objectives (see table below). With this record of

progress 1o date, combined with talented staff and robust tools for tracking all relevant

student data, NCA presents an excellent likelihood of continuing to meet its objectives and

further improving its students’ educational results during and after the grant period.

Objectives Results 2007-08 School Year
Academic Objective 1: Attendance Goal = 90% Final Average = 100%
Student Progress Participation Goal = 80% Final Average =98%

Performance Goal = 75% Final Average = 72%

Academic Objective 2: Goal = 75% of Students Make Satistactory Progress

Student Annual Growth Reading Result = 98% Made Satisfactory Progress

Math Result = 82% Made Satisfactory Progress

Academic Objective 3: (Goal for 2007-08: School Makes AYP
Achievement Scores Result: School Made AYP at Elementary, Middle and

High School Levels

Non-Academic Objective 1;: | Goal: 100% Highly Qualified Teachers

High-Quality Teaching Result: 62% Highly Qualified (corrective action
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underway)

Goal: 90% Parcnt Satisfaction with Children’s Teachers

Result: 88.6% Parent Satisfaction

Non-Academic Objective 2:

School Community

Goal: 1 field wrip per month

Result: 1 field trip per month average

(oal: Satisfaction with school events, 3 on scale of 4

Result: 3.1 on a scale of 4

Non-Academic Objective 3:

Family Satisfaction

Goal: Overall satisfaction rating of 3 on scale of 4

Result: 3.4 on a scale of 4
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vii.  The extent to which the proposed project encourages parental involvement (10

points),

Nofe: The Secretary encourages the applicant to describe how parents and other
members of the community will be involved in the planning, program design, and

implementation of the charter school,

Parent involvement is a centcrpiece of the NCA concept. Parents and other members of the

community have been invelved with the school from planning through implementation.

Planning: Planning for the school that was to become Nevada Connections Academy began in
2006 with the Committee to Form the Charter School, a group of teachers, parents and
community leaders brought together by their desire for a high-quality distance education charter
school that could serve students in grades K-12 throughout Nevada, While longstanding distance
education charters such as Odyssey Charter School provided good choices for families in certain
communities, these schools included a regular face-to-face component that made them
unworkable for families outside their geographic range. In addition, no existing charter offered
the Connections Academy program, which members of the Committee had researched and
selected as their preference among available virtual school options. Several parent members of
the Commuttee placed their children in a Connections Academy pilot program to gain first-hand
experience with the program, and several teacher members visited other Connections Academy-
affiliated schools and offices to research the program. Ultimately the Committee submitted the
charter application for Nevada Connections Academy in August, 2006, followed by a charter
grant application at the invitation of the Nevada Department of Education. Upon approval of the

charter in March 2007, the Committee of teachers, parents and community members became the

Nevada Connections Academy — Part lll Narrative 28



Grant Application — Non-SEA CFDA 84.282B - Planning, Program Design and implementation

Governing Body of the charter school and directed all Planning Activities, including

development of contracts and selection of the Reno office location,

Program Design: Prior to the opening of school in August 2008 and through the early months of
school year 2007-08, he NCA Governing Body — made up of parents; licensed Nevada teachers
not teaching at the school; and community members — directed school program design. Key
activities included recruitment, review and hiring of a head of school and other key staff;

preparation of the Renc headquarters office; acquisition of curriculum materials and student

technology; and intenstve training for Governing Body members.

Implementation: The parent-teacher-community Governing Body continues to direct program

implementation at NCA, setting policies regarding all aspects of school operations, overseeing
staff, spearheading initiatives with the authorizer (such as an amendment to add K-3), and

developing budgets.

Even beyond those parents on the Governing Body, all NCA parents are deeply involved
with the school’s implementation. Whether a parent’s role is as a Learning Coach working daily

with cone or more students, or as someone providing insights and guidance to a Learning Coach,
all parents/guardians are intimately familiar with their child’s progress on a day-to-day basis at
NCA. The Learning Management System ensures that all parents have access to complete, real-
time data about their children’s learning. The school offers ongoing training and support to help
Learning Coaches carry out their important role while making optimum use of the available

technology tools and professional teacher supporti to do so. The opportunity for meaningful,

intensive involvement in their children’s education is part of what draws families to NCA.

Another important arena for parent/community involvement at NCA is the work of the
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Community Coordinators. Community Coordinators are parent/Learning Coach volunteers who
arrange field trips and other face-to-face activities for NCA students. Community Coordinators
serve by region and develop extensive networks of community contacts within their local areas

to ensure lively, educational events — such as field trips and outings — at least once per month.

Community Coordinators also facilitate group projects, often in concert with community-based
or charitable organizations, for students to participate in face to face as well as virtually. For
example, Community Coordinators organized Colorado Connections Academy students to create

care packages for service members in Iraq, while Community Coordinators and teachers in
Arizona helped students organize aid for victims of Hurricane Katrina. Park clean-ups,

walkathons, and community celebrations are among the many opportunities students have to
lcarn skills while doing good. NCA Community Coordinators are planning similar projects for

NCA students,
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vili.

The quality of the personnel who will carry out the proposed project. In
determining the quality of project personnel, the Secretary considers the

qualifications, including relevant training and experience, of the project director;

and the extent to which the applicant encourages applications for employment from

persons who are members of groups that traditionally have been underrepresented

based on race, color, national origin, gender, age, or disability (10 points).

NCA has a talented team of education professionals dedicated to carrying out the project

activities described in this proposal, including scveral national leaders in the field of online

learning for grades K-12. Key to the school’s staffing priorities is promoting diversity.

Project Personnel: The following high-quality individuals are responsible for ensuring that NCA

fulfills 1its ambiticus objectives; resumes for these key team members are included in Other

Attachments.

&>

Dr. Craig R. Butz 1s Executive Director of NCA. Prior to joining NCA, Dr. Butz was the
long-time director of Odyssey Charter School, an online charter school based in Las

Vegas with an enrollment of 1450 students in grades K-12. Dr. Buitz holds a PhD in
Special Education, a Masters in school administration, and certification in adapted special

education. He writes and presents widely on topics relating to online learning.

Gerald Krummel is Assistant Principal of NCA. Mr. Krummel previously served on the
leadership team of Oregon Conncections Academy, where he also taught social studies

and physical education while simultaneously serving as a member of the Oregon House
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of Representatives {a position he was elected to in 1999 and which he resigned to work at

NCA).

e Jamie Castle is President of the NCA Governing Body. Ms. Castle is a licensed Nevada
K-8 public school teacher and reading specialist with an extensive experience in

integrating technology into the learning experience.

¢« Mickey Revenaugh is Vice President of Connections Academy LLC, where she provides
technical assistance to Connections Academy-affiliated schools in grant development and

management. Ms. Revenaugh previocusly worked on the national E-rate program and was
an editor-in-chiet at Scholastic, and currently serves as a Board member of the North

American Council for Online Learning.

Staffing for Diversity: NCA has staffing policies and procedures in place to ensure that it

recruits broadly for all staff positions, encouraging applications for employment from persons
who are members of underrepresented groups. Particularly in Nevada, where rapid population

growth has created chronic teacher shortages, schools like NCA must cast a broad net to ensure

that all statf positions are filled by qualified and dedicated individuals; recruiting for diversity

helps advance this goal.
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ix,  The contribution the charter school will make in assisting educationally
disadvantaged and other students to achieve to State academic content standards

and State student academic achievement standards (20 points).

NCA has already begun to make a significant contribution to educating students who are
educationally disadvantaged in the traditional classroom setting due to their unique
learning styles and needs. NCA’s first-year enrollment goal of 250 was exceeded by more
than 40% as families seeking a high-qualily alternative enthusiastically selected NCA; for
many of these families, especially those in remote rural parts of the state, NCA is the first
education choice alternative their students have ever had. The demographics of NCA

students attests to the broad appeal of this option, and the scheol’s achievement of AYP
In its first year attests to its ability to produce academic results with a diverse and
sometimes challenging school population. The grant funds requested in this application
will deepen NCA’s ability to respond to differentiated student academic needs, and its
special focus in the coming year on assisting its high school students to pass the NHSPE

will make a lasting contribution for participating families as well as the state of Nevada

as a whole.
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Application Requirements

1. Describe the educational program to be implemented by the proposed charter

school, including how the program will enable all students to mcet challenging State

student academic achievement standards, the grade levels or ages of students to be

served, and the curricuelum and instructional practices to be used;

For a thorough discussion of the Nevada Connections Academy educational program,

including the grade levels it serves, the curricutum and instructional practices it uses, and

how these are enabling all students to meet challenging State achievement standards,

please see Selection Criterion i, shown on pages 1-13.
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Describe how the charter school will be managed;

The operating structure of NCA 1s similar to a traditional educational environment, with a
school principal who supervises administrative staff and teachers who implement the
curriculum according to the policies and procedures approved by the Governing Body. The
principal also acts in an information and advisory capacity to the Governing Body, and is
responsible for implementing Governing Body policies in the day-to-day operation of the
school. Under Governing Body direction, business matters, including development of
budgets, creation of financial systems, and {iscal and student attendance reporting, is carried

out by the education management organization,

The Governing Body of NCA consists of seven (7) members, including three (3) Nevada

teachers as required by state law. The Governing Body oversees the operation of the charter
school and is legally accountable for its operations. The Governing Body sets policy and
hires contractors, including those providing the school’s management, curriculum,
technology and instructional services. Additionally, the Governing Body is responsible for

ensuring that all aspects of the financial and programmatic accountability systems fulfill

NCA’s obligations to the Nevada Department of Education and the Nevada State Board of
Education.

The Governing Body annually elects a President, Secretary, and Treasurer, and may also

choose to elect one or more Vice Presidents, each for a term of one vear. The Governing

Body meets monthly in open, public session to fulfill its duties, and may from time to time

create subcommittees or task forces to carry out special tasks. In selecting replacement or
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tuture Governing Body members, the existing Governing Body members will vote on new

Governing Body members, with a majority required for acceptance. While ensuring that the
Governing Body retains its required composition under NRS 386.549, the existing Governing
Body will evaluate the prospective new members” commitment to the school’s mission
credibility, integrity within the community and professional, educational, and practical

experience.

The NCA Governing Body contracts certain school operations to an education
management organization. The NCA Committee to Form the Charter School {(which became

the Governing Body upon award of the charter), having determined that it wanted to provide
a comprehensive charter school serving students all over the state, set out in spring 2006 to

find a provider that met certain key criteria, including:

e accreditation and other indicators of quality program

s 1eacher-centric model

« ability to meet statutory teacher-student contact requirements virtually
 focus on accountability

e track record in operating medium-sized virtual schools (200-1500 students).

The Committee considered several alternatives throughout spring and summer 2006

betore provisionally sclecting Connections Academy, LLC, which stood out based on:
e its accreditation by the Commission on International and Trans-Regional
Accreditation (CITA), a recognized accreditor of virtual school programs;
e the central role of certified, professional teachers in its tnstructional model

e its technology teols such as web conferencing and secure webmail for verifiable
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student contact
» Its sophisticated use of data to meet accountability requirements from attendance
through test scores

e the size of its schools in other states, which reflect the Committee’s desire for
responsible growth.
Ultimately approved as a contractor by the Governing Body — following negotiations in
which the Governing Body is represented by its own legal counsel — Connections Academy,

LLC provides several basic categories of service to NCA:

e Distance Learning curriculum, including both online and offline {print and hands-on)

materials and lesson plans
e Teacher training and other instructional support services to the teaching staff
emploved by NCA
 [Leamning Management System technology, including software and technical support
» Student/family hardware and technical support
» Marketing and outreach

» Back office services including payroll, accounting, enrollment/SIS.
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iil.  Describe the objectives of the charter school and the methods by which the charter

school will determine its progress toward achieving those objectives;

For a complete discussion of NCA’s objectives and its methods for determining progress

toward those objectives, please Selection Criteria iv, v and vi, shown on pages 19-27.
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iv.  Describe the administrative relationship between the charter school and the

authorized public chartering agency:

NCA is authorized by the Nevada State Board of Education, which has ultimate oversight

over the charter school’s fulfillment of its objectives and compliance with the terms of its
charter. The Nevada Department of Education provides the staff liaison function for the

State Board of Education in this regard, coordinating communication and reporting from

the NCA Governing Body.
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v.  Describe how parents and other members of the community will be involved in the

planning, program design, and implementation of the charter school;

Please see Selection Criterion vit on pages 28-30 for a complete discussion of how
parents and other members of the community have been and continue to be involved in

the planning, program design, and implementation of NCA.
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vi.  Describe how the authorized public chartering agency will provide for continued
operation of the charter school once the Federal grant has expired, if that agency

determines that the charter school has met its objectives;

NCA seeks charter implementation grant funds specifically for important programmatic

needs beginning with Year 2 of its operations.

In 2008-09, NCA will add Grade 12 and educate its first graduating class. This

build out of the high school program makes it essential that the school seek regicnal

accreditation and develop a suite of supportive academic services — including face-to-face
interventions and additional curriculum resources — focused on the Nevada High School

Proficiency Exam, particularly for at-risk students. Grant funds will allow the school to

achieve both of these important goals with lasting eftects.

[n addition, the proposed grant will help fund substantial professional
development for the NCA staff, including crcation of self-sustaining professional
learning communities and deepening of skills in teaching in a virtual learning

environment. These professional development activities are expected to assist in staft

retention, thus amplitying the investment of grant funds.

The requested implementation grant will ensure that the school can provide a
loaned computer and printer to all families; if the school’s operating budget will not

allow this broad provision of loaned technology after the grant expires, the school will
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focus its loaned technology on families with a demonstrated economic need (e.g.

qualifying lor free or reduced price lunch).

As shown in the six-year budget submitted with the charter application, the school

i1s fully self-sufTicient following expiration of the charter grant.
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Vil

If the charter school desires the Secretary to consider waivers under the authority of
the CSP, include a request and justification for waivers of any Federal statutory or
regulatory provisions that the applicant believes are necessary for the successful
operation of the charter school and a description of any State or local rules,
generally applicable to public schools, that will be waived for, or otherwise not

apply to, the school;

As a new charter school in Spring 2007, Nevada Connections Academy was very
fortunate to have been approved for a post-award Charter School Program planning sub-
grant through the Nevada Depariment of Education (NDE), followed by phase [ of the
Implementation sub-grant in Fall 2007. Prior to the NDE exiting as an SEA grantee for
the Charter Scheol Program, NCA had begun working closely with NDE on preparation
for the next and final phase of this grant. NCA’s final phase grant activities were to be

aimed at continuing to improve student achievement, especially for high school students
as the school added 12" grade and rounded out its offering for students seeking a quality

virtual school alternative. These activities are the same as those detatled in this grant

application.

Now that it must apply as direct federal grantee for this final implementation
phase, NCA is aware that technically it could be viewed as seeking to receive more than

one grant under Charter Schools Program statute, which 1s prohibited under section

5202(d)(2).
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NCA very respectiully requests that the Secretary consider a waiver of section

3202(d)(2) for NCA on the basis that the school is in effect simply seeking the final phase

of its existing grant, which is by necessity only available from a new granior.
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viii,

Describe how the grant funds will be used, including how these funds will be used in

conjunction with other Federal programs administered by the Secretary;

As detaled in Part 11, Section C, Nevada Connections Academy respectfully requests a
Charter School Implementation Grant as a non-SEA applicant under CFDA 84.282B for

the following activities:

Focused academic guidance and support for at-risk high school students, Staff
will target those NCA students who are at greatest risk of not passing the Nevada
High School Proficiency Examination (NHSPE) and theretore not successfuily
completing high schooel. Grant funds will help staft provide these students with
multiple special synchronous online and face-to-face sessions , along with carefully
selected curriculum materials to ensure that these students do ultimately pass the
exam and master the high school academic program.

Student technology assistance: Access 10 a computer and an Internet connection is
necessary for students to benefit from the NCA curriculum and instructional program.
NCA is requesting grant funds to ensure technology assistance for all students who
need it.

Additional curriculum materials: While NCA provides a complete and
comprehensive curriculum to its students from its regular operating budget, it 15 often
a challenge meeting the very specific needs of students who arg struggling or who

need extra assistance to prepare for high-stakes standardized assessments such as the
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HSPE. To that end, NCA is requesting grant funds for additional tiered, remedial, and

test prep curriculum supplies.

¢ Staff recruitment and development; NCA is requesting grant funds to broaden its
recruitment of staff and to provide additional professional development experiences,
including those focused specifically on teaching in an online environment.

» School accreditation: NCA will be pursuing regional accreditation by the Northwest
Association of Accredited Schools (NAAS) during the coming school year, and

requests grant funds to help defray the costs of this process.

s Professional learning communities: The NCA faculty wishes to develop online/in-
person learning communities of educators in like fields for continuing professional
development and support, and is requesting funds for consulting and related training
services In this regard.

e Qutreach to underscrved student populations: While NCA’s current and

anticipated student body is diverse by every measure — socioeconomically, ethnically,

geographically and in terms of prior academic achievement — there are many families
throughout Nevada who are not yet aware of this high-quality, individualized option
but whose students greatly need such an alternative for their long-term educational

success. NCA therefore requests grant funds to inform more Nevada families about

the NCA opportunity.
The school does not anticipate receiving any other funds directly trom programs

administered by the Scerctary.
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ix. Describe how students in the community will be informed about the charter school

and be given an equal opportunity to attend the charter school;

As a distance education charter school, NCA has the entire state of Nevada as its
community. See Selection Criteria iii on pages 15-18 for a complete description of how

students across the Nevada are informed about NCA and be given an equal opportunity to

attend.
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X. Describe how a charter school that is considered an LEA under State law, or an
LEA in which a charter school is located, will comply with sections 613(a}{5) and

613(e)(1{B) of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act; and

As an LEA for purposes of implementing the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act
(IDEA), NCA is committed to effectively serving children with disabilities. NCA’s
distance education curriculum and instructional model open up a vast range of

possibilities and options for the delivery of special education and related services to

eligible students. Services for students with disabilities at NCA include:

e consultative support that provides modification and accommodation to the general

education curriculum;

o direct special education support to a student which may be provided via the

telephone, Internet, Livel.esson, as well as in person;

e direct related service support (for example, speech-language, occupational or
physical therapy, psychological counseling, among others) provided in homes,

community sites and therapist offices;

e parcnt training, autism support, parent groups, student support groups, and

itinerant hearing or vision support consistent with the student’s IEP.

Furthermore, the individualization that distance education fosters, along with the one-

on-one learning environment, impacts on the supports that students may need to

parlicipate in the general education envircnment. While a student in a brick-and-mortar
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school may need to be removed from a busy classroom in order to focus, in a distance

education charter school that same student may need little or no special education support

to progress satisfactorily in the general education curriculum.

The NCA teaching staff includes a Special Education Coordinator whose role is to

facilitate the implementation of the students’ TEPs. The Special Education Coordinator
consults with the general education teachers so that the general education teachers may
provide direct instructional support to special education students. Consultation provided
by the Special Education Coordinator includes adjustments to the learning environment,
modifications of instructional methods, adaptation of curricula, and the use of appropriate
accommodations to meet the needs of individual students. Direct special education 1s
provided by the Special Education Coordinator consistent with students’ IEPs via

telephone, Internct, LiveLesson, and in person.

As a public school NCA, through its policies and procedures, complies with all

applicable requirements of IDEA, 20 U.S.C. 1400 et. Seq. (IDEA), and Section 504 ot
the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, 29 U.S.C. 794 (sec. 504) as well as NRS 388.440 to
388.520; NRS Chapter 395 and NAC 388.150 to 388.450. NCA provides a free
appropriate public education (FAPE) to children with disabilities, including, but not
limited to, identifying and evaluating students; planning educational programs;
conducting [EP team meetings; arranging for the provision of any necessary related
services through charter school staff and contractual arrangement with private providers
and/or, where feasible, district schools; and implementing placements in accordance with

those Acts.
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xi. If the eligible applicant desires to use grant funds for dissemination activities under
section 5202(c)(2)(C), describe those activities and how those activities will involve
charter schools and other public schools, LEAs, developers, and potential

developers.

Not applicable to NCA.
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Current Position

2008- Present

Public School Experience

2002-2008

2000-2002

1995-2000

1989-1995

Vita of
Craig W, Butz, PhD

57 Meadowhawk Lane
Las Vegas, NV 89135
(702) 561-9191
chutziaiconnectionsacademy.com

Regional Coordinator Staie Relations
Connections Academy

Director

Nevada Connections Academy

Executive Director — Odyssey Charter Schools

Las Vegas, NV

Responsible for overseeing the daily operations of the
Odyssey Charter School (an online school) with enrellment
of 14350 students in grades K-12. Approximately 200 of
our students are individuals with special needs.

Principal- Odyssey Charter School
Las Vegas, NV

Adapted Physical Education Specialist

Clark County School District

l.as Vegas, NV

Taught Physical Education to students with a wide range of
disabilities

Adapted Physical Education Specialist

Los Angeles Unified School District

Los Angeles, CA

Taught Physical Education to students with a wide range of
disabilities



Education

2007 Completed coursework for Board Certified Behavior
Analyst, Universily of Nevada at Las Vegas (UNLV) Exam
in March 2008

2004 Doctor of Philosephy Special Education

University of Nevada at Las Vegas (UNLV)

Las Vegas, Nevada

Dissertation: Parent and Student Satisfaction with Online
Education at the K-12 Level

Areas of Study: Gifted Education and Emotional
Disturbance

1994 Master of Arts in Educational Administration
California State Univetsity al Dominguez Hills (CSUDH)
Carsen, California

1992 Adapted Physical Education Specialist Credential
California State University at Long Beach (CSULB)
Long Beach, California

1989 Bachelor of Education
University of Saskatchewan
Saskatoon, Saskatchewan Canada
Major: Physical Liducation
Minor: French

Certificates and Licenses

State of Nevada General: K-12 Physical Education
Special: Adapted Physical Education
Special: K-12 School Administrator

University Experience

Courses Taught



2005 UNLV-ESP 753- Administration and Supervision of Special Education

Programs (Summer) University of Nevada at Las Vegas, Department of
sSpecial Education

2006 NMSU-SPED 507- Low Incidence Disabilities {Online, Spring) New
Mexico State University, Department of Special

2007 NMSU-SPED 507- Low Incidence Disabilities (Online, Summer) New
Mexico State University, Department of Special

Guest Lectures

UNLYVY ESP 784: Seminar in Advanced Special Education Technology {Doctoral
Course)

UNLYV ESP 760: Professional Seminar (Doctoral Course)

UNLYV Doctoral Colloguium: Surviving the Dissertation and Job Options atter
Graduation

Scholarship

Refereed Journals

Butz, J., Miller, S. P., & Butz, C. (2005). Effective use of post-organizers on preservice
teachers” content knowledge and understanding of eftective teaching
behaviors. The Teacher Educator, 41(1), 1-15.

Butz, C., Higgins, K., Miller, S., Pierce, T., & Hong, E. (In progress). Parent and student
satisfaction with online education at the K-12 level. Journal of Special
Education Technology.

Non-refereed Reports

Watson, J. and Ryan, J. (2007). Keeping pace with K-12 online learning: A review of
state-level policy and practice (Contributing researcher and writer).

Butz, C. (2001). Socialization of students in a home-based charter school (published
online @ A-7 Homeschooling Website).



Refereed Professional Presentations

Butz, C. & Revenaugh, M. Cyber school myths and realities: Toward a belter

understanding of full-time programs, at Virtual School Symposium in Louisville, KY
(Novembet, 2007)

Watson, 1., Butz, C., Young, J., Pape, L, Wicks, M., & Wade, E. Keeping pace with K-12
online learning at Virtual School Symposium in Louisville, KY (November, 2007)

Butz, C., & Frey, B. A day in the life: Case studies of individualized learning, at
National Association of Charter School Authorizers Conference in Savannah, GA
{(October, 2007)

Moses, G., & Butz, C. Making online content accessible to all students, at Northwest
Council for Computers in Education, Portland, OR (February, 2006)

Butz, C., Young, J., & Pape, L. Supervising online teachers, at the Virtual School
Conference in Denver, CO (November, 2005)

Butz, C., Lekostai, N., & Tanaka, K. Combining face-to-face with online instruction.
Three models that work, at the Virtual School Conference in Denver, CO {November,
2003)

Butz, C. Student and parent satisfaction with online education at the elementary and
secondary level, at Virtual High School Conference in Atlanta, GA (October, 2004)

Butz, C., Bleek, 1., & Young, ). What works in virtual education, at the United States
Department of Education’s Secretary’s NCLB Leadership Summit- Increasing Options

Through E-Learning in Orlando, FL (July, 2004)

Butz, C. Odyssey Charter Schools: Bringing face-to-face into online education, at the
Oregon Online Leaming Institute in Portland, OR (June, 2003)

Butz, J. & Butz, C. Positive behavioral support: Applications across settings in an
innovative educational program at the International Conference on Positive Behavioral

Supports in Orlando FL (March, 2003)

Butz, C., Sandall, M., & Lary, L. Factors related to student success in online learning, a
Virtual High School Conference in Denver CO (October, 2002)

Butz, C. Board training for Explore Knowledge Charter Academy (June 2002).

Butz, C. & Malin, C. Educational practices for young gifted children at the A Vision for

the Future Conference sponsored by Clark County School District in Las Vegas, NV
(February, 2001).



Butz, C. Board training for Sierra Nevada Charter School (November, 2001).

Grant Writing Activities

Charter School Stari-Up Grant for Odyssey Charter School with Vee Wilson & Michele
Robinson (funded $150,000 per year for three years). Total: $450,000 United States
Department of Education (2000-2002)

Charter School Stari-Up Grant for Odyssey High School with Vee Wilson (funded
$150,000). Total: $450,000 Nevada Department of Education (2001-2004)

Remedial Grant for Odyssey High School (funded $10,000). Nevada Department of
Education (2003)

Remedial Grant for Odyssey High Schoo! (funded $7,000). Nevada Department of
Education (2004)

Service

2007 Keeping Pace with K-12 Online Learning Research Team
Member

2007-Present Member of Nevada State Charter School Leadership Team

2001-Present President of Nevada Association of Private, Charter, and
Parochial Schools

2001-Present Member of Board of Directors of Nevada Association of
Schoo! Administrators (NASA)

2004-2005 Member of Distance Education and E-Learning Advisory
Group through Northwest Regional Educational
Laboratories

2002 Proposal reviewer- U.S. Department of Education,
Transitions to Teaching Proposals

2004 Proposal reviewer- U.S, Department of Education Faith and
Community-based Initiative Program

2006 Proposal reviewer- Nevada Department of Education

Charter Schoel Grant Program



Professional Memberships

2006

2005 & 2006
2000-Present
1996-2000
2001 -Present
2002-Prescent

References

Dr. Kyle Higgins

Nevada Honor Code Development Commitige

Nevada State Improvement Plan Development Committee
Nevada Association of School Administrators (NASA)
Nevada State Education Association (NSEA)

Nevada Charter Schools Association (NCSA)

National Association of Secondary School Principals
(NASSP}

Professor of Special Educatton
University of Nevada at Las Vegas

Las Vegas, NV
702-893-3105

Dr, Tom Plerce

Professor of Special Education {Department Chair)
University of Nevada at Las Vegas

Las Vegas, NV
702-895-3103

Dr. Susan Miller

Professor of Special Education
University of Nevada at Las Vegas

Las Vcgas, NV
702-895-3105



Current Position

2008- Present

Public School Experience

Vita of
Craig W, Butz, PhD

57 Meadoewhawk Lane
Las Vegas, NV 89135
(702) 561-9191

cbulz/@connectionsacademy.com

2002-2008

2000-2002

1963-2000

1989-1995

Regional Coordinator State Relations
Connections Academy

Director

Nevada Connections Academy

Executive Director — Odyssey Charter Schools

Las Vegas, NV

Responsible for averseeing the daily operations of the
Odyssey Charter School (an online school} with enrollment

of 1450 students in grades K-12. Approximately 200 of
our students are individuals with special needs.

Principal- Odyssey Charter School
Las Vegas, NV

Adapted Physical Education Specialist

Clark County School District

Las Vegas, NV

Taught Physical Education to students with a wide range of
disabilities

Adapted Physical Education Specialist

Los Angeles Unified School District

Los Angeles, CA

Taught Physical Education to students with a wide range of
disabilities



Education

2007

2004

1994

1992

1989

Certificates and Licenses

State of Nevada

University Experience

Courses Taught

Completed coursework for Board Certified Behavior
Analyst, University of Nevada at Las Vegas (UNLV) Exam
in March 2008

Doctor ot Philosophy Special Education

University of Nevada at Las Vegas (UNLV)

Las Vegas, Nevada

Dissertation: Parent and Student Satisfaction with Online
Education at the K-12 Level

Areas of Study: Gifted Education and Emotional
Disturbance

Master of Arts in Educational Administration

California State Umiversity at Dominguez Hills (CSUDH)
Carson, California

Adapted Physical Education Specialist Credential
California State University at Long Beach (CSULB})
Long Beach, California

Bachelor of Education

University of Saskatchewan
Saskatoon, Saskatchewan Canada
Major: Physical Education
Minor: French

General: K-12 Physical Education
Special; Adapted Physical Education
Special: K-12 Schoel Administrator



2005 UNLV-ESP 753- Administration and Supervision of Special Education

Programs (Summer) University of Nevada at l.as Vegas, Department of
Special Education

2006 NMSU-SPED 507- Low Incidence Disabilities (Online, Spring) New
Mexico State University, Department of Speciai

2007 NMSU-SPED 307- Low Incidence Disabilities (Online, Summer) New
Mexico State University, Department of Special

Guest Lectures

UNLYV ESP 784: Seminar in Advanced Special Education Technology (Doctoral
Course)

UNLV ESP 760: Prefessional Seminar (Doctoral Course)

UNLYV Daoctoral Colloquium: Surviving the Dissertation and Job Options afler
Graduation

Scholarship

Refereed Journals

Butz, J., Miller, S. P., & Butz, C. (2005). Effective use of post-organizers on preservice
teachers’ content knowledge and understanding of eftective teaching

behaviors. The Teacher Educator, 41(1), 1-13.

Butz, C., Higgins, K., Miller, S., Picrce, T., & Hong, E. (In progress). Parent and student
satisfaction with online education at the K-12 level. Journal of Special
Education Technology.

Non-refereed Reports

Watson, J. and Ryan, J. (2007). Keeping pace with K-12 online learning: A review of
state-level policy and practice (Contributing researcher and writer).

Butz, C. (2001). Socialization of students in a home-based charter school (published
online @ A-7, Homeschooling Website).



Refereed Professional Presentations

Butz, C. & Revenaugh, M. Cyber school myths and realities: Toward a better

understanding of full-time programs, at Virtual School Symposium in Louisville, KY
(November, 2007)

Watson, J., Butz, C., Young, I., Pape, L., Wicks, M., & Wade, E. Keeping pace with K-i2
online learning at Virtual School Symposium in Louisville, KY (November, 2007)

Butz, C., & Frey, B. 4 day in the life: Case studies of individualized learning, at
National Association of Charter School Authorizers Conference in Savannah, GA
(October, 2007)

Moses, G., & Butz, C. Making online content accessible to all students, at Northwest
Council for Computers in Education, Portland, OR (February, 2000)

Butz, C., Young, J., & Pape, L. Supervising online teachers, at the Virtual School
Conference in Denver, CO (November, 2005)

Butz, C.. Lekostaj, N., & Tanaka, K. Combining face-to-face with online instruction:
Three models that work, at the Virtual School Conference in Denver, CO (November,
2005)

Butz, C. Student and parent satisfaction with online education at the elementary and
secondary level, at Virtual High School Conference in Atlanta, GA (October, 2004)

Butz, C., Bleek, J., & Young, J. What works in virtual education, at the United States

Department of Education’s Secretary’s NCLB Leadership Summit- Increasing Options
Through E-Learning in Orlando, FL (July, 2004)

Butz, C. Odyssey Charter Schools: Bringing face-to-face into online education, at the
Oregon Online Leamning Institute in Portland, OR (June, 2003)

Butz, J. & Butz, C. Positive behavioral support: Applications across settings in an

innovative educational program at the International Conference on Positive Behavioral
Supports in Orlando I'L. (March, 2003)

Butz, C., Sandall, M., & Lary, L. Factors relaled to student success in online learning, at
Virtual High School Conference in Denver CO (October, 2002)

Butz, C. Beard training for Explore Knowledge Charter Academy (June 2002).

Butz, C. & Malin, C. Educational practices for young gifted children at the A Vision for

the Future Conference sponsored by Clark County School District in Las Vegas, NV
(February, 2001).



Butz, C. Board training for Sierra Nevada Charter School (November, 2001).

Grant Writing Activities

Charter School Start-Up Grant for Odyssey Charter School with Vee Wilson & Michele
Robinson (funded $150,000 per year for three years). Total: $450,000 United States
Department of Education (2000-2002)

Charter School Start-Up Grant for Odyssey High School with Vee Wilson (funded
$150,000). Total: $450,000 Nevada Department of Education (2001-2004)

Remedial Grant for Odyssey High School (funded $10,000). Nevada Department of
Education (2003)

Remedial Grant for Odyssey High School (funded $7,000). Nevada Department of
Education (2004)

service

2007 Keeping Pace with K-12 Online Learning Research Team
Member

2007-Present Member of Nevada State Charter School Leadership Team

2001-Present President of Nevada Association of Private, Charter, and
Parochial Schools

2001-Present Member of Board of Directors of Nevada Assoctation of
School Administrators (NASA)

2004-2005 Member of Distance Education and E-Learning Advisory
Group through Northwest Regional Educational
Laboratories

2002 Proposal reviewer- U.S. Department ol Education,
Transitions o Teaching Proposals

2004 Proposal reviewer- U.S, Department of Education Faith and
Community-based Initiative Program

2006 Proposal reviewer- Nevada Department of Education

Charter School Grant Program



Professional Memberships

2006

2005 & 2006
2000-Present
1996-2000
2001-Present
2002-Preseent

References

Dr. Kyle Higgins

Nevada Honor Code Development Committee

Nevada State Improvement Plan Development Committee
Nevada Association of School Administrators (NASA)
Nevada State li‘ducation Association (NSEA)

Nevada Charier Schools Association (NCSA)

National Association of Secondary School Principals
(NASSP)

Professor of Special Education
University of Nevada at Las Vegas

Las Vegas, NV
702-895-3105

Dr. Tom Pierce

Professor of Special Education (Department Chair)
University of Nevada at Las Vegas

L.as Vegas, NV
702-895-3105

Dr. Susan Miller

Professor of Special Education
University of Nevada at Las Vegas

Las Vegas, NV
702-893-3105



Gerald A. Krummel
(0)(6)

TEACHING INTERESTS
PHYSICAL EDUCATION
General Physical Edocation, Weight Training,
Physical Fiiness, Aquatic Games, Individual and Team Sports

SOCIAL STUDIES
UJ.S. History, Political Stadies, Government

EXTRA CURRICULAR ACTIVTITIES

Athletic Tramer

EDUCATION
UNIVERSITY OF UTATLI B.S., 1975 Physical Education
Salt Lake City, UT Cum Laude Health Education
LEWIS AND CLARK COLLEGE M.AT, 1980 Physical Education
Partland, OR Thesis Oplion

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE-EDUCATION

Substifute and Parttime teaching, 1995-2000
Part-time teaching in biended classroom of 6™, 7% and 8™ graders for Physical
Education and Social Studies at The Gardner School, Vancouver, WA.
Substitute teacher for Lake Oswego, West-Lirn-Wilsonville, Oregon City, Canby

and Giadstone School Districts.

College Instructor., |
Lewis and Clark College, Portland, OR 1977-80.

Team taught Prevention and Care of Athletic Injuries for undergraduate students
who majored or minored in Physical Education; Developed and faught graduate
leve! course in Advanced Athletic Injury Management, served as head athletic

Y- —_—
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trainer for the Athletic Dept. Course work included recognition of mjury, first aid
care, accessing emergency medical services, and rehabilitation. Afhletio tramer
responsibilities inchaded team medical care and rehabilifation of injuries for 22
sports, coordination of travel arrangements, administering athletic trammg
budgets and injury insurance benefits.

Western QOregen State College, Monmouth, OR 1986-88.

Taught undergraduate courses in the Physical Education Dept. Courses included
Athletic Injury Management and Care and Advanced Athletic Injury Care and
Rehabilitation, Course work included recognition of athletic mjury, first asd care,
accessing emergency services and rehabilitation, administration of the athletic
training program. Served as head athletic trainer for the Athletic Dept. Athletic
training responsibilitics included care and rehabilitation of injuries for 13 men's
and women's intercollegiate teams, overseeing, the remodeling construction of the
athletic training facility, management of the athletic traiming budget.

Portland Public Schools, 1975-1977.
Athletic Trainer Specialist. Teacher on Special Assignment. Coardinated athletic

training services for Roosevelt, Lincoln, Jefferson, Jackson and Wilson High
Schools, 1975-76.

Madison, Marshall, Washington, Benson and Monroe High Schools added
to the prograim for the 1976-77 schoel year.

Physical Education, Pertland Public Schools, Summer School, 1976.
Team tanght somer PE for at risk students to earn their High School Diploma,

Taught sections in weight training, aquatio games, and team sports.

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE-GOVERNMENT

State Representative, Oregon House of Represeptatives, District 26, 1999-Present.
House District includes Wilsonvifle, Sherwood, Gaston and umincorporated
Southern Washington County. As state representative I have provided leaderstop
and advocacy on issues such as business reteation and jobs creationm,
transportation, healthcare and education. I am currentiy the chair of the House
Committee on Audits and a member of the Committee on Water and the House
Committes on Information Management and Technology. Other committee
assignments have included the Committees on Smart Growth and Commerce,
Trade and Economic Development, Health and Human Services, Transporfation

and Government Effictency.

Mayor, City of Wilsopville, OR 1991-1997.
Provided leadership for the city of Wilsonville an local government 1ssues
including land use and transportation. Oversaw the larges( expansion of the city’s




waste water treatment plant and planning for development of the water treatment
plant on the Willamette River; worked with the West Linn-Wilsonville Schools m
the construction of Wilsonville High Schoeol; worked with local busmesses to
ensure a business friendly environment; provided leadership in the development
of the City of Wilsanville West Side Planning Task Force. Served as the city
spokesperson in other forums including Metro, Clackamas County Cities
Association, Washington County Cities Association and League of Oregon Cities.
Served as President of the Oregon Mayors Association in 1995, advocating local
government issuss before the state legisiative assembly. Provided the leadership
and drive to begin discussions regarding commuter rail for from Beaverton to
Wilsonville between the cities in Washington County and ODOT.

' PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE-BUSINESS

Senior Account Executive, SAGE, Inc,, Amanllo, TX 2001 -Present. |
Part of a pationwide sales and marketing team bringing the BRICK.Server
BRICK Server2 Secure Web Server Appliance to market. Tasked with developing
and managing accounts in the Pacific Time Zone.

Private Practice Athletic Trainer, West Salesn Family Practice, Salem, OR 1990-1999.
Provided physical medicine/ athletic training services for the patients of this busy
family practice clinic.

Sales Representative, 3M Company, Orthopedic Division, St. Panl, MN 1985,
Sales Representative for the Lenox Hill Brace Product after corporate buyout.

Tersitory included Oregon and Northern California.

Sales Representative/Office Manager, Lenox Hifl Brace, NY, NY 1988-1985,
Opened and managed knee brace office for Lenox Hill Brace in Portland, OR until the

sale of Lenox Hil! fo 3M.

LICENSES AND CERTIFICATIONS

State of Oregon, Teachers Standards and Practices Connnission, 1975-78, 1998-Present
Endorsement areas are Physica! Education ¥X-12, Social Studies 5-12. Designated “highly
qualified teacher” (HQT) for purposes of Federal No Child Left Behind Act (NCLEB).

License Number 304223,

NATA-BOC Cestified Athletic Trainer, 1975-Present. Certification Number 70084.

State of Oregon Registered Athletic Trainer, 1999-2003.
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OBIECTIVE

JAMIE CASTLE

FDUCATIAQN

[T

Working in a teatmwork environment teaching K-3 or hold a hteracy
spﬁc:ia]'ist FDHiliUllL

PDEs - Reading Actvities, Flyper Studio in the dassroom, Interact
Online, Inspirations, Fostering Literate Communities, Minerals 1n society,
MARS, Facilitating and participating mn 2 MACE study group tntegrating
FOSS

College Credit - Weather in Education, ESL assessment, Literacy
Wotkshops, pursuing my masters this coming year through Lesley
University in Technology in Educaton

Eastern Washington Unrversity Cheney, Washington
Bachelor of Aris, Reading Fducation with a minor in Math

GPA: Major 3.6/40 Overdl 2.8/4.0

Spokane Falls Community College Spokane, Washington
Asvacate of Axty Degree

_____

Literacy Specialist at Lucile 5. Brunce Elementary Schoel  Las Vegas, NV
Tested and putted out children from fourth and jifth grade giving smail group
Emsiruclion in veading and wriling.

Tested chitdren grades tivo and Hree for the Vgyager Passport program:.

Teacher at Lucile 5. Bmner Elementary School Las Vegas, NV
Tanpht grades K for tmo years and grade three jar 3 yearr.

Assistant System Operator for Teylinx Bulletin Board

Learned bow 2o wuse the softmare Worid Gironp by Galactavomm. 1 monitored
buelletinn board wiers. Made emoles for the rysiean as nell made tare everyibenyg
was runping smootbly anline.

Percussion-naut Patriots: Spokane, WA,
Tanght marching and jife playing

Express Program Distnct 81
Fopress Teacher, Befare and after schoo! prograre

(b)(6)
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PREVIOUS FIELD EXPLRIEN CE !N EDUCATION

Literacy Specialist
Teacher: Taught grades Kindergarten, and 1hird grade,
Teacher Aide, Librarian Helper, Playpround Assistant

EXTRA-CLASS ACTIVITIES I COULD DIRECT OR. ASSIST

Marching, Musicat Programs, Crafts, and Valleyball, Faymlianzing my
Colleaguaes with technology, Snow Skung

EMPLOYMENT

[ P .

2005 Carson City School District
Warked ar a substitate leacher for the 2007 scheal year.

1998- 2014  Clark County School District Y1.as Vegas, INV
Worked as an AM kindergarten teacher at Autonello Elementary school and
2 PM Einderparten feacher at Braner Elementary School (1 PoE-1959,
2004). Worked as a 34 grade edueator (1999-2004) at Bruner Elesmentary
Schaol Worked as a Literagy Specialist at Bruner Hlementary School (2004)

1994-1998 Lakeland Village CIRV Program. spokane WA

Volunteer ta morke with Developmentaliy Delayed adults. Pravide therr wilh
soctal activitios and helping lo better their atmasphere..

Plaque for over 1000 hours in scrvice to Lakeland Viliage

1995-1997 lovegra Scrvice Providers Spokane WA
Group home for Mental Health Developmeniadly Delayed teenagers.

Prowide them mith sosial activities, leaching kiving skills and providing ihews a
safe environment 1o live..

1980 -1990 Tutored a nine year old in Reading
Provided n plun of comprebensivn and vocabalary exercises.

1989. 1990 Medica! Lake Flemientary School Medical | ake, WA
Worked as a classrourr atde aund plavground aide. Taught Art lessans and
worked owe on one With reading groips.

1986 Program Coordinator for Medical Lake Parks and Recreation

Gaiired experience in developing awd directing the sumpraer prograin Sor
the Youth of Mediee! Lare.
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PROFESSION AL MEMBERSIIIPS

MNevada Readmg Associaton

VOLUNTEER EXPERIENCE

Lakeland Village CIRV Program [College-In-Residence Volunteer]

Cl:)mpl:ttcd over 1000 hours of volunteer service to the clients of Lakeland
Village Developmentally Disabled Cotnsnunity.

REFERENCES

Deborah Howard Principal at Bruner Elementary School

(702)799-0620

Dcborah Gugino Assistant Principal at Runzone Elementary School
(702)799-4780

Patricia Cobb Assistant Prindpal at Bruner Elementary School
(702)799-0620

Placcment File is available at Fastern Washinpton Career Services, MS 120
526 — 5 Steeer, Cheney, WA 99004-2431

(509) 35922221



MICKEY (MARTHA J.) REVENAUGH
(b)(6)

mrevenaughl@connectionsacademy.com

PROFESSIONAL MISSION

To provide dynamic education enterprise leadership through:
» Impassioned commitment to core mission.
e Wide-ranging and nuanced communications skills.
e Knack for motivating staff and maximizing resourccs.
« Persuasive public and media presence.
» Belief in building partnerships in which everyone wins.

EXPERIENCE

Connections Academy, Baltimore, MD
Vice President, State Relations, August 2001-present. Co-founder and management team
member for leading provider of virtual public school curriculum, technology, and school
management services (see www.conpectionsacademy.com). Connections Academy provides
a complete technology-managed, online/offline K-11+ learning experience for tens of
thousands of students nationwide who need a public school alternative to the traditional
classroom, including homebound, exceptional, and excluded students; young athletes and
performers; returning homeschoolers; and children in institutions. Direct responsibilities
include legislative and governmental relations; development of contract and charter school
opportunities in key stafes; interaction with education leaders, policy-makers, the media and
the public; overseeing grant-writing operations; and shaping the virtual school offering to
meet local imperatives.

Mindsurf Networks, Baltimore, MD/McLean, VA
Vice President, Product Planning and Research, October 2000-August 2001. For a cutting-
edge startup focused on mobile one-to-one computing for K-12 schools, provided education-
focused strategy and oversaw both impact and market research. Played a major role in
product definition and communication of value proposition to the market; helped identify key
content partners and guide development of teacher-created content. Directed three major
studies by independent research firms in Spring 2001. Wrote, edited, and shaped numerous
marketing pieces including demo and video scripts, research summaries, and bylined articles,
and represented the company to the media.

HiFusion, McLean, VA
Vice President for Education, December 1999-October 2000. As lead cducation strategist
for K-12 Internet startup, defined online education features for students, teachers, and school
leaders; developed partnerships with relevant content providers; created training materials for
sales staff and end users; promoted the company mission through public appearances and
authored articles; worked closely with technology, design, marketing, and sales teams to
assure successful deployment of Internet service and tailored portals connecting school and
home. Spearheaded devclopment of HiFusionBlast universal broadcast messaging product
and coordinated multi-site beta test,
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Broadband Networks Inc., State College, PA
K-16 Director of Marketing, Sept.-Nov. 1999, Conceptualized, launched, and maintained
first-ever end-user focused marketing campaign for interactive videoconferencing and
distance learning company. Planned and implemented national advertising campaign, trade
show schedule, dircct marketing strategies, and public relations rollout invelving extensive
use of online media. Tripled school and district sales leads within three-month period.

Schools and Libraries Division/USAC, Washington, DC
Vice President for Outreach and Education, Dec, 1997-Aug. 1999. Spearheaded all
communications operations for non-profit startup to implement $2.25 billion annual “E-rate”
program designed to connect every school and library in America to the Intemet.
Implemented hundreds of group presentations and satellite teleconferences nationwide.
Created print and electronic information services for applicants, business partners, the media,
and the public. Networked with state and national education organizations to amplify
program impact. Facilitated work of national task force focusing on program’s future.

Scholastic Inc¢,, New York City
Editor in Chief, Instructor (1993-1997}, Electronic Learning (1995-1997), and M iddie
Years (1993-1996) magazines. Oversaw the nation’s leading professional magazines for
elementary, middle schoo!, and technology-using educators, with a combined circujation of
more than 350.000. Launched and maintained magazine websites, and heightencd
publications’ visibility through frequent media and conference appearances. Won awards for
editorial excellence from EdPress and Folio in 1993-1996.

Editorial Director/Editor, Sponsored Educational Muterials, 1990-1993. Conceplualized,
developed, and implemented educational programs for kids on behalf of corporate partners
such as AT&T, American Express, Fuji, and Proctor & Gamble.

Editor in Chief, America’s Agenda, 1992-1993. Edited award winning thrice-yearly
magazine on education reform delivered to an audience of 173,000 top opinioen leaders in
business, government, and education. Played a major role in the magazine’s launch in 1599,

Editor in Chief, Teaching and Computers, 1987-1990. Produced groundbreaking monthly
magazine for computer-using elementary teachers, with a circulation ot 45,000. Received
multiple EdPress awards for editorial excellence. Served as Senior Editor, 1986-1987.

Association on American Indian Affairs, New York City
Public Education and Indian Education Specialist, 1984-1986. For national non-profit
Native American advocacy organization, produced member newsletter, annual report, and
other publications; provided technical assistance to tribal representatives on education policy.

New Manhattan Review, New York City
News Editor, 1983-1987, Coordinated staff of reporters to provide news coverage for
community newspaper of Lower Manhattan. Conceived, assigned, and edited news stories
and features every biweekly issue; wrote six features per year.

City University of New York, New York
Editor, The CUNY Voice, 1983-1984. Produced professicnal monthiy newspaper distributed
to students in all City University campuses in the five boroughs of New York, Coverage

included issues such as university financing, tuition, student rights, and cultural diversity.
Developed a network of editors from all campus-based student newspapers.
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Action for a Better Community, Rochester, NY
Program Developer, 1982-1983. For non-profit community action agency, developed grant

proposals, assisted in project monitoring, and prepared a five-ycar plan for the total
organization.

Director, Home Energy Assistance Program/Energy Crisis Intervention Program, 1981-
1982. Oversaw financial assistance program to help families meet their energy needs.
Conceptualized, scripted, and collaborated in production of award-winning television
documentary, “Energy Costs and the Poor.”

Rochester Patriot, Rochester, NY
Managing Editor, 1979-1981. Served as sole paid editorial staff for biweekly alternative
newspaper specializing in investigative political, consumer, and environmental reporting, as

well as lifestyle and feature coverage. Wrote, edited, and participated in design and
preduction.

Freelance and Consulting
Writing, 1975-present. Articles have appeared in Distance Learning, Threshold, Scholastic
Administr@tor, Curriculum Administrator, Upgrade, Educational Leadership, Technology
and Learning, THE Journal, Technology Planning & Management, eSchool News, BookTalk,
PTA Today, New York Newsday, Smith Alumnae Quarterly, Upstate Magazine, Rochester
Democrat & Chronicle, New Haven Advocate, New Haven Register.

Public Relations/Marketing, 1996-present. Served as national spokesperson for
Toshiba/National Science Teachers Association ExploraVision competition, making
hundreds of radio and television appearances each year. Assisted singer/songwriter Wendy
Wall and her Wildbird Records label in development of website and guerilla marketing
campaign. Produced marketing materials for Grunwald Associates technology consultants.
Provided marketing consultation for PBS TeachetLine.

Conient Development/Project Management, 1997-present. Produced online and oftline
content for Microsoft Classroom Teacher Network (Productivity in the Classroom and New
Teachers’ Corner); Microsoft Encarta Lesson Collection; Gateway Computer consumer
catalog; MCIWorldCom Feundation Marcoe Polo Project.

EDUCATION
Stern School of Business, New York University: MBA, May 2003.

Yale University: Bachelor of Arts in American Studies, 1979. Graduated Summa Cum Laude
with Distinctien in the Major. Elected to Phi Beta Kappa.

Smith College: 1975-1977. Major in American Studies. Dean’s List, both years.

Coursework in creative writing and screenwriting, the New Schoel University and The Writer’s
Voice, New York City.



Budget Narrative

Budget Narrative

Attachment 1:

Title: Pages: Uploaded File: 1234-Nevada Connections Academy PART II Section C Budget
Narrative_ FINAL.pdf

PR/Award # 12828080045 ed



Grant Application — Non-SEA CFDA 84.282B - Planning, Program Design and Implementation

NEVADA

B () CONNECTIONS
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PART Il, SECTION C - BUDGET NARRATIVE

Nevada Connections Academy respectfully requests a Charter School Implementation Grant as a
non-SEA applicant under CFDA 84.282B in the amount of $150,000 to be expended within the
allowable grant period beginning in school year 2008-09. NCA requests these funds for activities
related to its objectives, all of which are focused on imprnvin; student achievement, ensuring
that the school’s diverse students meet State academic content standards and ultimately graduate
from high school. NCA’s grant activities and related funded requests are as follows.
« Focused academic guidance and support for at-risk high school students. Staff will
identify those NCA students who are at greatest risk of not passing the Nevada High
School Proficiency Examination (NHSPE) and therefore not successfully completing
high school. The staff will schedule multiple special synchronous online and face-to-face
sessions with these students around the state, and deploy carefully selected curriculum
materials to ensure that these students do ultimately pass the exam and master the high
school academic program. Support requested for this activity includes $10,000 for staft
travel for intensive face-to-face student support sessions; $10,000 for curriculum
supplies; and $5,000 for contracted services (staff development, curriculum design,

assessment), for a total of $25,000 for this high-priority activily.

o Student technoelogy assistance: Access to a computer and an Internet connection is

necessary for students to benefit from the NCA curriculum and instructional program.

Nevada Connections Academy — Part 1l Section C Budget Narrative
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Although the school endeavors to provide loaned technology to all participating families,
budget constraints make it difficult to commit to providing this technology to any
families other than the neediest, based on income and existing home technology. To
ensure that NCA can provide loaned technology to a broader number of students who
desire this assistance, NCA requests $20,000 to acquire the use of computer and related
equipment dedicated to student technology assistance.

Additional currviculum materials: While NCA provides a complete and comprehensive
curriculum to its students from its regular operating budget, it is often a challenge
meeting the very specific needs of students who are struggling or who need extra
assistance to prepare for high-stakes standardized assessments such as the HSPE. To that
end, NCA requests grant funds for additional tiered, remedial, and test prep curriculum
supplies totaling $20,000.

Staff recruitment and development: Ensuring that students meet state academic and
achievement standards requires deployment of highly skilled faculty, including those who
have mastered the latest and best pedagogy for teaching in an online charter school

environment. To this end, NCA requests $10,000 in contracted services for staff
recruitment, $5,000 in contracted services for staft training, and $20,000 for statf travel
to the National Charter Schools Conference, the Virtual School Symposium of the North

American Council for Online Learning, and other quality conferences, for a total of
$35,000.
School acereditation: To ensure that all of its students, and especially its high school

students, have access to the highest quality curriculum and program, NCA will be

pursuing school accreditation by the Northwest Association of Accredited Schools

Nevada Connections Academy — Part Il Section C Budget Narrative
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(NAAS) during the coming school year. This regional accreditation will build on the
national accreditation of the Connections Academy program as a whole. The
accreditation process includes fees and related expenses both for the accreditors
themselves and for a consultant to help the school prepare for the accreditors’ visit. NCA
respectfully requests $10,000 in grant support for this purpose.

» Professional learning communities: The NCA faculty wishes to develop online/in-
person learning communities of educators in like fields for continuing professional
development and suppott. The school requests $20,000 in contracted services for a
consultant and related training services in this regard.

» OQutreach to underserved student populations: While NCA’s current and anticipated
student body is diverse by every measure — socioeconomically, ethnically, geographically
and in terms of prior academic achievement — there are many families throughout Nevada
who are not yet aware of this high-quality, individualized option but whose students
greatly need such an alternative for their long-term educational success. NCA therefore
requests $20,000 for targeted outreach to these student populations - 15,000 for
contracted services such as mailings and media campaigns and $5,000 in direct staff

travel for a total of $20,000.

NCA’s total implementation grant request for all of these activities is $150,000.

Nevada Connections Academy — Part |l Section C Budget Narrative



