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Application for Federal Assistance SF-424

“ 1. Type of Submission:
) Preapplication
& Application

7 Changed/Corrected Application

* 3. Date Received:

* 2. Type of Application:

& MNew

7y Continuation

7y Revision

* If Revision, select appropriate |etter(s):

OME Number: 4040-0004
Expiration Date: 01/31/2009

¥ Other {Specify)

4. Applicant [dentifier

|32m1 I

2a. Federal Entity |dentifier.

* &5h. Federal Award |dentifier:

State Use Only:

6. Date Received by State:

I

f. State Application |dentifier: | |

8. APPLUCANT INFORMATION:

" a. Legal Name: Flnrida Department of Education I

* b. Employer/Taxpayer Identification Number (EIN/TIN):

R I ——

* ¢. Qrganizational DUNS:

If!’8531 9963 I

* Street: |325 West Gaines Street, Suite 522

Street?: |

* City: [Tallahassee

County: |Lenn —l

* State: |FL: Florida

Province: |

" Country. USA UNITED STATES

* Zip / Postal Code: |32399-[}4DD

Department Name;

Division Name;

f. Name and contact infermation of person to be contacted on matters involving this application:

Prefix: rD"-

* First Name:  Paulefie

Middle Name: [Davis

* Last Name: [Mainwood

Suffix: |

Title:  Policy Director

Organizational Affiliation

* Telephone Number:

20-245-0502

|Fax Number: [850-245-0875

*Email:  [paulefie. mainwood@fdoe. org

Tracking Number: GRANTO0408067
FPR/Award # UEZ82A080009

Funding Opportuni
e

Number: ED-GRANTS-120307-001

Received Date: 2008-02-01 10:15:23.000-05:00 Time Fone: GMT-5



OME Number: 4040-0004
Expiration Date: 01/31/2009

Application for Federal Assistance SF-424 Version 02

9. Type of Applicant 1: Select Applicant Type:

I&: State Govermnment

Type of Applicant 2: Select Applicant Type:

Type of Applicant 3. Select Applicant Type:

* Other (specify):

*10. Name of Federal Agency:

Fi.S. Department of Education

11. Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance Number:

E.EBE

CFDA Title:

ICharter Schools

*12. Funding Opportunity Number:

FD—GF{N\ITSJ Z0307-001
* Title:

E.EBEA Charter School Program State Education Agencies

13. Competition Identification Number:

-282A82008-1
Title:

14. Areas Affected by Project (Cities, Counties, States, etc.):

*15. Descriptive Title of Applicant's Project:

Flnrida Charter Schools Frogram

Attach supporting documents as specified in agency instructions.

Tracking Number: GRANTO0408067 Funding Opportunity Number: ED-GRANTS 120307 -001 Received Date: 2008-02-01 10:15:23.000-05:00 Time Zone: GMT-5
FPR/Award # UEZ82A080009 2



OME Number: 4040-0004
Expiration Date: 01/31/2009

Application for Federal Assistance SF-424 Version 02

16. Congressional Districts Of:

*a. Applicant  [FL-all " b. Program/ProjectfFL-all

Attach an additional list of Program/Project Congressional Districts if needed.

17. Proposed Project:

*a. Start Date: [T0/07/2008 | "b. End Date: [05/30720711

18. Estimated Funding ($}:

*a. Federal 15,849,399.D[-)|

* b, Applicant D.Dt-)l
* . State D.Dg

*d. Local 0.0
* e, Other 0.0

“f. Program Income 0.004

“g. TAOTAL 15,549,399.[}[-)'

*19._1s Application Subject to Review By State Under Executive Order 12372 Process?

7y a. This application was made available to the State under the Executive Order 12372 Process for review on

& b. Program is subject to E.Q. 12372 but has not been selected by the State for review.
7 . Program is not covered by E.Q. 12372

* 20 1s the Applicant Delinquent On Any Federal Debt? (K "Yes", provide explanation.)
7y Yes & No

21_ "By signing this application, | certify (1) to the statements contained in the list of certifications** and (2} that the statements
herein are true, complete and accurate to the best of my knowledge. | also provide the required assurances** and agree to com-
ply with any resulting terms if | accept an award. | am aware that anyfalse, fictitious, or fraudulent statements or claims may
subject me to criminal, civil, or administrative penalties. {(U.5. Code, Title 218, Section 1001}

¥l * | AGREE

** The list of certifications and assurances, or an internat site where you may obtain this list, is contained in the announcement or agency
specific instructions,

Authorized Representative:

Prefix: Dr. " First Name: [Eric

Middle Name: p,

* Last Name: Emith

Suffix: |

*Title:  [Commissioner of Education

* Telephone Number; |85[}-245-[}5[}5 |Fax Number: |

"Email:  feric.smithi@fdoe.org

* Signature of Authorized Representative: [Faulette Mainwood " Date Signed. P2/01/2008

Authorized for Local Reproduction Standard Form 424 (Revised 10/2005)
Frescribed by OMB Circular A-102

Tracking Number: GRANTO0408067 Funding Opportunity Number: ED-GRANTS 120307 -001 Received Date: 2008-02-01 10:15:23.000-05:00 Time Zone: GMT-5
FPR/Award # UEZ82A080009 2



OME Number: 4040-0004
Expiration Date: 01/31/2009

Application for Federal Assistance SF-424 Version 02

* Applicant Federal Debt Delinquency Explanation

The following field should contain an explanation if the Applicant organization is delinguent on any Federal Debt. Maximum number of
characters that can be entered is 4 000, Try and avoid extra spaces and carriage returns to maximize the availability of space.

Tracking Number: GRANTO0408067 Funding Opportunity Number: ED-GRANTS 120307 -001 Received Date: 2008-02-01 10:15:23.000-05:00 Time Zone: GMT-5
FPR/Award # UEZ82A080009 2



Attachmenis

AdditionalCongressionalDistricts

File Name Mime Type
AdditionaliProjectTitle
File Name Mime Type
Tracking Number: GRANTO0408067 Funding Opportunity Number: ED-GRANTS 120307 -001 Received Date: 2008-02-01 10:15:23.000-05:00 Time Zone: GMT-5

FR/Award # L282A080009 2



US. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

BUDGET INFORMATION

NON-CONSTRUCTION PROGRAMS

OB Controb Noothber;

Lxprereteom D D 3020005

| RO K kL

Narme of Insteigtion/Oreantzation:
Floreda Deprirtent of Educaiion

Apprhicants requesting fundimg for onby one vear should complete the

cobumn under

“Project Year 1.7
weur prants should complete sl appldicable cobnrns,

tnstructions before compleimg o

Apphicants requesting fundmg Jor mubli-
Plesse read aff

SIECTION A -

BUDGET SUMMARY

UM DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION FUNDS

Budeet Calegories

Project Yeor [{a)

Project Yeur 2 (b

Provect Yeur 3 {c)

Provect Yeor <4

fol

Provect Yeur 5
1,

Toiaeh €17

1. Personnel

| 37,756

[ 1,20}]

()

()

b 3,349

2. Fringe Beneftis

46,685

47853

()

()

[HE1ENS3

3 Trvel

RISV,

RIAVSS:

()

()

ELIAVY,

4, Lqueeprent

()

()

()

()

KR

S0 suppries

2 43K

2 43K

()

()

I

&, Comtricivsl

[ 6, 350K

[ 6L A5 IHKD

[ 3, 3500 1K ¥

()

()

A9.650 (KK

FooConstructeon

. Cither

()
RERVIL.

()
4 LI

()
SRRV

()

()

()
LERVIY.

o Todal Direct Costs

{Emu.] _¥1

d
-
A
i

[ 6 8L 375

[ 8L E7Y

[ 63,8015 482

SthAT0 740

[th Indirect Costs™

A5, (¥2

44 406

Lhﬁ A

[T, Traming Stipends

()

()

()

12, Todut Costs fhines 9-

113

[ 6,884, 354

[ 6845, 28515

[ 8517145

*Indirect Cost Information (To Be Completed by Your Business Office):

I vou e requestime reanbursentent for mdmact costs on bime TG please angswer the Tollowme questions;

(13 Do ovou have an Inderect Cost Rate Agreement appraved by the Federal government? X1 ves 11 no
C2E T ves, phesse provede the {ollowing mfonmstion:
Period Covered by the Indirect Cost Rate Agreement: o

Apprroving Federat aoency: X1 £

TIV2ERYT To: 630020
L] Other {11&&% specty i

...................................................................

[ mmiddivy v

(3 For Re stricted Rate Proerams (check oned -- Are vou usime o restricted mdmect cost ];tlL e

[X] 15 inctuded in youdr approved Indoect Cost Raie Agreemtent? or,

ED Form N, 524

FR/Award # L282A080009

ah

[ Complies with 34 CFR 76,5642




U.S. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION OB Control Notbwer: [ RG0S

BUDGEET INFORMATION

[ xprereeieom Daie: Q63072005

NON-CONSTRUCTION PROGRAMS

Apprbecants requesting fundimg for onby one year shoutd comyplete the
coturin under "Progect Yeur 1.7 Apphicants requesting {undimg for ol
vear grants should complete all apphicable cobunms, Please read ol
tstructions before compleimg formt

SECTION DB - BUDGET SUMMARY
NON-FEDERAL FUNDS

Narme of Insteigtion/Oreantzation:
Floreda Deprirtent of Educaiion

Budeet Calegories Progect Year I{ar | Project Yeur 2 Progect Yeur 3 Prosect Yeor 4 Provect Yeur 3 Toiat (17

(I

i

fol

f

1. Personnel

()

()

()

()

2. Fringe Beneftis

()

()

()

()

3 Trvel

()

()

()

()

4, Lqueeprent

()

()

()

()

S0 suppries

)

)

)

()

e, Clomitraeiusl

)

)

)

()

FooConstructeon

()

()

()

()

. Cither

Q- Toval Direct Costs
Chines 1-8)

IEE Incerect Costs

[T, Traming Stipends

12, Todut Costs fhines 9-

113

FR/Award # L282A080009 af



ASSURANCES - NON-CONSTRUCTION PROGRAMS

OME Approval No., 4040-0007
Expiration Date 04/30/20608

FPubic reporting burden for this coliection of information s estimatedio average 15 minwtes per response, inciuding time for reviewing

nstructions, searching existing data sources, gathenng and maindaning the data needed, and compieting and reviewing the coliection of

mformation, Send comments regarding the burden estimate or any other aspect of this collection of Bformation, including suggestions for
recucng this burden, 1o the Office of Management and Budget, Pagerwork Reduction Proeot [0348-0040), Washington, DC 20503,

PLEASE DO NOT RETURN YOUR COMPLETED FORM TO THE OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET. SEND
IT TO THE ADDRESS PROVIDED BY THE SPONSCORING AGENCY.

NOTE: Cerfain of these assurances may not be applicable 10 your project or program. i you have guestions, please
cortact the awarding agency. Further, certain Federal awarding agencies may reqguire applicants {o certify (o
additional assurances. If such is the case, yvou will be notified.

As the duly authorized representative of the applicart, | certify that the applicant:

1. Has the legal authonty {o apply for Federal assistance Act of 1873, as amended {29 U.5.C. §794}, which
and the institutional, managerial and financial capability prohibits discrimination on the basis of handicaps; (d)
{including funds sufficient to pay the non-Federal share the Age Discrimination Act of 1875, as amended (42
of project cost} to ensure proper planning, U.5.0. §86101-6107}, which prohibits discrimination on
management and compietion of the project described the basis of age; (e} the Drug Abuse Office and
inn this application. Treatment Act of 1972 (P.L. 82-255}, as amended,
relating to nondiscrimination on the basis of dru
2. Will give ?he awarding agency, the f:t::mptmiier (zeneral ai::use:g{f} the Comprehensive Alcohol Abuse angcf
of the United States and, if appropriate, the State, Alcoholism Prevenfion, Treatment and Rehabilitation
through any authorized representative, access 1o and Act of 1970 (P.L. 91-616), as amended, relating fo
the right 1o examine all records, bOOKs, papers, of nondiscrimination on the basis of alcoho! abuse or
documents fE;E‘tEd {0 the EPWEJ_C{; arc will Estabiiﬁh o Ei'ﬂﬂhﬁﬁﬁm; {g} §§523 and 527 of the Puhblic Healfh
proper af::r::t::unt;ﬂg system in accordance w;ﬁh ggnea’aiiy Service Act of 1912 {42 U.5.C. §§290 dd-3 and 200
accepled accounting standards or agency directives. ee- 3}, as amended, relating to confidentiality of alcochol
3. Will establish safeguards to prohibit employees from and drug abuse patient records; {h} Title VIl of the Civi
using their posifions for a purpose that constifutes or Rights Act of 1968 {42 U.S.C. §83601 et seq.), as
presents the appearance of personal or organizational amended, relating to nondiscrimination in the sale,
corfflict of interest, or personal gain. rental or financing of housing: {1} any other
nondiscrimination provisions in the specific statute(s)
4. Wil initiate and compiete the work within the applicable under which application for Federal assistance is being
time frame after receipt of approval of the awarding made; and, {J} the requirements of any other
agency. nondiscrimination statute{s) which may apply to the
application.
2. Will comply with the intergovemmental Personnel Act . Wil comply, or has already complied, with the
of 18970 {42 U.5.C. §8§4728-47063) relating to prescribed requiremernts of Titles H and I of the Uniform
standards for merit systems for programs funded under Relocation Assistance and Real Property Acquisition
one of the 19 statutes or reguiations specified in Policies Act of 1970 (P L. 91-6406} which provide for fair
Appendix A of OPM's Standards for a Merit System of and eguitable treatment of persons displaced or whose
Personnel Administration (5 C.F.R. 800, Subpart F. property s acquired as a resuit of Federal of
, , , federally-assisted programs. These requirements apply
. Wil comply with all Federal statutes relating 1o

Previous Edition Usable

nondiscrimination. These include but are not imited to:
{a) Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 (P L. 88-352}
wihich prohibits discrimination on the basis of race,
color or national origin; {3} Title X of the Education
Amendments of 1972, as amended {20 U.5.C. §§1681-
1683, and 1685-1686), which prohibits discrimmnation
ort the pasis of sex; {¢} Section 504 of the
Rehatiitation

Tracking Number: GRANTO0408067

FR/Award # L282A080009 afd

Authorized for Local Reporoduction

to all interests inreal property acquired for project
purposes regardiess of Federal parficipation n
purchases,

. Wil comply, as applicable, with provisions of the Hatch

Act (5 U.5.C. §§1501-1508 and 7324-7328) which limit
the political activities of empioyees whose principal

employment activities are funded in whole or in part
with Federal funds.

Standard Form 424B (Rev. 7-97)
Prescribed by OME Circular A-102



9. Will comply, as applicable, with the provisions of the 12, Wil comply with the Wild and Seenic Rivers Act of
Davis- Bacon Act {40 U.5.C. §%276a to Z27/6a-7), the 18968 (16 U.5.C. 881271 et seq.} related to protecting
Copeland Act (40 U 5.0 §270c and 18 U.5.C. §874}, components or potential components of the national
and the Contract Work Hours and Saftety Standards wild and sceme fvers system.

ACt (40 U.9.0. §§32/- 339), regarding labor standards 13. Will assist the awarding agency in assuring compliance
for federally-assisted construction subagreements. with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation
16, Will comply, if applicable, with flood nsurance Act of 1866, as amended {16 U.5.C. §470}, £EO 11583
purchase requirements of Section 102{a}) of the Food Lidentification and protection of historic properties), and
Disaster Protection Act of 1973 {P.L. 93-234) which the Archaeological and Historic Preservation Act of
requires recipients in a special floocd hazard area to 1974 {16 U.5.C. §84649a-1 et seq. ).
parficipate in the program and {o purchase flood , , , ,
insurance if the fotal cost of insurable construction and T4, Will comply with P.L. 93-348 regarding the protection of
acquisifion is $10,000 or more. numan subjects involved in research, development,
and related activities supported by this award of
1. Will comply with environmental standards which may assistance.
be prescribed pursuant to the following: {a) institufion , f ,
of environmental quality control measures under the 15, Wil comply with the Laboratory Arimal Welfare Act of
National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (P.L. 1900 (P.L. 89-544, as amended, 7 U.5.L. §32151 et
91-190) and Executive Order (EQ) 11514 (b) seg.} perfainng fr:? the care, handling, and ta’eaﬁ’ﬂem of
notification of violating facilifies pursuant to £EO 11738; warm blooded animals held for ressarch, teaching, of
(¢} protection of wetlands pursuant to £C 11990 (d) other activilies supported by this award of assisiance,
evaluation of flocd hazards i flocdplams in. 18. Will comply with the Lead-Based Paint Poisoning
EGGG?’EfEﬂEE with EO 118988, {e} assurance of project Prevention Act (42 U.S.C. §§4801 et seq.} which
consisiency with the approved State management prohibifs the use of lead-based paint in construction or
program developed under the Coastal Zone rehabilitation of residence sfructures.
Management Act of 18972 (16 U .5.C. §8§1451 ef seq. i;
(Y conformity of Federal actions to State {Clean Air} 17. Wil cause 1o be performed the reguired financial and
implementation Plans under Section 176{c} of the compliance audits in accordance with the Single Audit
Clean Air Act of 1955, as amended (42 U5 .C. §§7401 Act Amendments of 1980 and OMB Circular No. A-133,
et seq.); {g) protection of underground sources of "Audits of States, Local Govemnments, and Non-Profit
drinking water under the Safe Drinking Water Act of Organizations.”
1974, as amended (P.L. 93-023}; and, (i} protection of , , , ,
endahgered specieé under fhe E}ﬁdaﬂg{er}eg Species 18, Wil comply with all arp;ji;f:abie requarements of all cther
Act of 1973, as amended (P.L. 93- 205). Fe;igrai laws, e;er::utiwe orders, regulations, and
policies governing this program.
T SIGNATURE OF AUTHORIZED CERTIFYING GFFICIAL T TITLE
Faulette Mainwood Commissioner of Education
T APPLICANT ORGANIZATION T DATE SUBMITTED
Florida Department of tducation 02-01-2008

Standard Form 4248 (Rev. 7-97) Back

Tracking Number: GRANTO0408067

FR/Award # L282A080009 et



CiSCLOSURE OF LOBBYING ACTIVITIES

Complete this form to disclose lobbying activities pursuant to 31 U.5.C. 1352 Approved by OME

(See reverse for public burden disclosure.)

0348-0046

1. " Type of Federal Action: 2. 7 Status of Federal Action: 3. "Report Type:

—a. contract —a. bid/offer/application *a initial filing

*h grant * b initial award ~b. material change

—C. cooperative agreement —C. post-award For Material Change Only:

d. Iban year guarter

_é. lban guarantee date of last report

_F loan insurance
4. Name and Address of Reporting Entity: 2. [f Reporting Entity in No.4 is Subawardee, Enter Name and

Address of Prime:

*Prime _SubAwardee  Tier if known:

* Name: Florida Department of Education

" Address

325 West Gaines Street

Tallahassee

FL: Florida

32399-0400

Congressional District, if known:
6. " Federal Department/Agency: f. " Federal Frogram Name/Description: Charter Schools
). 5. Department of Education CFDA Number, if applicable: 84.282
8. Federal Action Number, if known: 9. Award Amount, if known:

10. a. Name and Address of Lobbying Registrant {if individual, complete name): | b. Individual Performing Services (including address if different

* Name: from MNo. 10a}):
NA " Name:
NA MA
MA
* Address,

11. Information requested through this form is authorized by title 31 U.5.C. sec-
tion 1352. This disclosure of lobbying activities is a material representation of
fad upon which reliance was placed by the tier above when the transaction was | * Name:
macde or entered into. This disclosure is required pursuant to 31 U.5.C. 1352, Dr.

This information will be reported to the Congress semi-annually and will be

available for public inspection. Any person who fails to file the required disclos- | Eric

ure shall be subject to a civil penalty of not less than $10,000 and not more
than $100,000 for each such failure. J

* Signature: Paulette Mainwood

Smith

Title: Commissioner of Education

Telephone No.: (850} 245-0505

PR/ Awdra e i a8 ANT00408087 et




Date: 02-01-2008

Authorized for Local Reproduction
Standard Form - LLL (Eev. 7-87)

ublic Burden Disclosure statement

According to the Paperwork Reduction Act, as amended, no persons are reguired to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a valid
OME Control Number. The valid OMB control number for this information collection is OMB No. 0348-0046. Public reporting burden for this
collection of information is estimated to average 10 minutes per response, including time for reviewing instructions, searching existing data
sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of information. Send comments regarding the

burden estimate or any other aspect of this collection of information, including suggestions for reducing this burden, to the Office of Management
and Budget, Paperwork Reduction Project (0345-0048), Washington, DC 20503,

PR/ Awdra e i a8 ANT00408087 et




CERTIFICATION REGARDING LOBBYING

Certification for Contracts, Grants, Loans, and Cooperative Agreements

The undersigned certifies, 1o the best of his or her kKnowledge and beliel, that:

E’E y No Federal appropriated funds have been paid or will be paid, by or on behalf of the undersigned, to ara%r person
of influencing or attempting 1o influence an officer or employee of an agency, a Member of Congress, an officer or
employee of Congress, or an employee of a Member of Congress in connection with the awarding of any Federal
contract, the making of any Federal grant, the making of any Federal {oan, the entering into of any cooperative
agreement, and the extension, continuation, renewal, amendment, or modification of any Federal contract, grant,
loan, or cooperative agreement.

{2} If any funds other than Federal appropriated funds have been paid or will be paid to any person for influencing or
attempting to influence an officer or empir:}fyee of any agency, a Member of Congress, an officer or employee of
Congress, or an employee of a Member of Congress in connection with this Federal contract, grant, loan, or
cooperative agreement, the undersigned shall complete and submit Standard Form-LLL, "Disclosure of Lobbying
Activities,” Iin accordance with its instryctions.

{31 The undersigned shall require that the language of this certification be included in the award documents for ai
subawards at ali tiers {including subcontracts, subgrants, and contracts under i;i"aﬂtﬁ, loans, and cooperative
agreements) and that all subrecipients shall certify and disclose accordingly. This certification is a material
representation of fact upon wnich reliance was placed when this transaction was made or entered into. Submission of
this certification i1s g ﬁrerequisite for making or entering into this transaction imposed by section 1352, title 31, U.S.
Code. Any person wno fails to file the required certification shall be subject to a civil penaity of not less than $10,000
and not more than $100,000 for each such failure.

Statement for Loan Guarantees and Loan Insurance
The undersigned states, to the best of his or her Knowledge and belief, that:

If any funds have been paid or will be paid to any person for influencing or attempting to influence an officer or
aimpioyee of any agency, a Member of Congress, an officer or empif:}%ree of Congress, or an employee of a Member
of Congress in connhection with this cormitment providing for the United States to insure or guarantee a loan, the
undersigned shall complete and submit Standard Form-LLL, "Disclosure of Lobbying Activities,” in accordance with
18 mstructions. Submission of this statement is a prerequisite for making or entering into this transaction imposed by
section 1352, title 31, U.S. Code. Any person who faills 1o file the required statement shall be subject {o a civil penaity
of not less than $10,000 and not more than $100,000 for each such failure.

T APPLICANT'S ORGANIZATION
Florida Department of Education

T PRINTED NAME AND TITLE OF AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE

Frefix: Dr. " First Name: Eric Middle Name: L
T Last Name:  Smith Suffix: " Tile: Commissioner of BEducation

T SIGNATURE: Paulette Mainwood T DATE: 02/01/2008

Tracking Number: GRANTO0408067

PR/Award # UPB2ANB0009 et



IRED FOR DEPARTMENT OF

SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION REQU
GRANTS

EDUCATION

1. Project Director

* Name:
Wrs.

{slends

Todd

* Address:
325 West (Gaines Street

L.eon
County

Tallahassee
FL: Florids

323849-0400

USAUNITED STATES

* Phone Number:
850-245-0002

Fax Number:
850-245-0875H

Emait:
glenda loddi@idoe.org

2. Applicant Experience:

_Yes _No # Notapplicable to this program

3. Human Subjects Research

Are any research activities involving human subiects planned at any time during the proposed project Period?
_Yes ¢ No

Are ALL the research activities proposed designated to be exempt from the reguiations”?

Yes Provide BExemplion{s) #:

No Provide Assurance #, f gvaillable;

Piease attach an explanation Narrative:

FileName MimeType

Tracking Number: GRANTO0408067

PR/Award # UPB2ANB0009 etd



OME Control Mo, 1880-000F (Exp. 09/30:2004}

NOTICE TO ALL APPLICANTS

The purpose of this enclosure is to inform you about a new provision in
the Department of Education's General Education Provisions Act
(GEFA) that applies to applicants for new grant awards under
Department programs. This provision is Section 427 of GEFA, enacted
as part of the Improving America's Schools Act of 19894 (Public Law
(P.L.}103-382}.

To Whom Does This Provision Apply?

section 427 of GEPA affects applicants for new grant awards under
this program. ALL APPLICANTS FOR NEW AWARDS MUST
INCLUDE INFORMATION IN THEIR APPLICATIONS TO ADDRESS
THIS NEW PROVISION IN ORDER TO RECEIVE FUNDING UNDER
THIS PROGRAM.

(If this program is a State-formula grant program, a State needs to
provide this description only for projeds or activities that it carries out
with funds reserved for State-level uses. |n addition, local school
districts or other eligible applicants that apply to the State for funding
need to provide this description in their applications to the State for
funding. The State would be responsible for ensuring that the school
district or other local entity has submitted a sufficient section 427

statement as described below )
What Does This Provision Require

Section 427 requires each applicant for funds {other than an individual
persony to include in its application a description of the steps the
applicant proposes to take to ensure eguitable access to, and
participation in, its Federally-assisted program for students, teachers,
and other program beneficiaries with special needs. This provision
allows applicants discretion in developing the required description. The
statute highlights six types of barriers that can impede equitable access
or padicipation: gender, race, national origin, color, disabhility, or age.

Based on local circumstances, you should determine whether these or
other barriers may prevent your students, teachers, etc. from such
access or participation in, the Federally-funded project or activity. The
description in your application of steps to be taken to overcome these

barriers need not be lengthy,; you may provide a clear and succinct

description of how you plan to address those barders that are
applicable to your circumstances. In addition, the information may be
provided in a single narmtive, or, if appropriate, may be discussed in
connection with related topics in the application.

Section 427 is not intended to duplicate the requirements of civil rights
statutes, but rather to ensure that, in designing their projects,
applicants for Federal funds address equity concems that may affect
the ability of cerain potential beneficiaries to fully participate in the
project and to achieve to high standards. Consistent with program
requirements and its approved application, an applicant may use the

Federal funds awarded to it to eliminate barriers it identifies.

What are Examples of How an Applicant Might Satisfy the
Requirement of This Provision?

The following examples may help illustrate how an applicant may
comply with Section 427

(1) An applicant that proposes to carry out an adult literacy project
serving, among others, adults with limited English proficiency, might
describe in its application how it intends to distribute a brochure about
the proposed project to such potential participants in their native

language.

(2} An applicant that proposes to develop instructional materials for
classroom use might describe how it will make the materials available

on audio tape or in braille for students who are blind.

(3) An applicant that proposes to camy out a model science program for
secondary students and is concemed that girls may be less likely than
boys to enroll in the course, might indicate how it intends to conduct

"outreach” efforts to girls, to encourage their enrollment.

We recognize that many applicants may already be implementing
effective steps to ensure equity of access and participation in their
grant programs, and we appreciate your cooperation in responding to

the requirements of this provision,

Estimated Burden Statement for GEPA Requirements

According to the Paperwork Reduction Act of 18983, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless such colledion displays a

valid OMB control number. The valid OME control number for this information collection is 1890-0007. The time required to complete this information

collection is estimated to average 1.5 hours per response, including the time to review instructions, search existing data resources, gather the data

needed, and complete and review the information collection. If you have any comments conceming the accuracy of the time estimate(s) or

suggestions for improving this form, please write to: Director, Grants Policy and Oversight Staff, U.5. Department of Education, 400 Maryland
Avenue, SW (Room 3852, G5A Regional Office Building Mo. 3), Washington, DT 20202-4248.

Tracking Number: GRANTO040E0E7
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FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Florida Charter Schools Program

GEPA

This provision is Section 427 of the Department of Education’s General Education

Provisions {GEPA) Act, enacted as part of the Improving America’'s Schools Act of
1994 {Public Law {P.L.) 103-382).

The Florida Department of Education will ensure to the fullest extent possible that all
project beneficiaries will have equal access to participation in the proposed funded
project. The Department assures equitable access and participation in all grant
opportunities or activities, regardless of any barriers, including:

= gender

= race

= national origin
= |language

= color
= disability
= Orage

The Department does not discriminate on the basis of sex, race/ethnicity, religion,
national origin, age, or disability in its services and activities. It provides reasonable
and appropriate accommodations [for all activities affiliated with this project] to meet
the needs of a diverse group of participants.

Examples of GEPA compliance in relation to the Florida Voluntary Public School
Choice project include:

1. The provision for translating all materials into Spanish and Creole for Limited
English Proficiency {LEP) individuals;

2. The Florida School for the Deaf and Blind is an integral entity within the DOE, thus
Braille keyboards and voice-activated systems are available and accessible for this
population;

3. Appropriate forms of assistive technology are available and will be utilized
accordingly for individuals with physical disabilities; and

4. Data collection and dissemination methods to expand access including electronic
attachments, web-based instruction, -TDD, FAX, and the United States Post Office.

Additionally, the DOE will reguest an assurance from each project site for their specific
plan to meet the compliance requirements of GEPA.
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Abstract

2008-2011 Florida Charter Schools Program Project Applicition

Flonda Department of Education D, Paulette . Mainwood, Policy Pirector
328 West Gaines Street Sutte 522 Office of Independent BEducation and Parental Choice
Tallahassee, Flonda 32399-0400 RAL245 UHTY paulette muinwoodicildoe.ore

The goal of the Flonda Department of Education (Department} 15 1o merease the proficiency of all students

within one scamiless K20 systen. In support of this goal, the mussion of Flonda™s charter school program s

o inerease both the number and guality of charter schools i Florida and to provide focused statewide

leadership to better inform teachers, parents, school districts, and commumties regarding the potential of

charter schools (o tmprove student achievement i the state. To support the charter schools i the stake, the

Department 15 requesting approximately 517 nullion for each vear of the three-vear grant penod, for a total

amount of almost $31 malhon, These funds will enable the Department to meet ov exceed cach of the

following objectives:

e Build leadership capabilities of charter school admimstrators, goverming boavds, and authonzers (o
sustain high-guality charter schools

o Swengthen the fscal sustaimability of Flonda™s charter schools

o Increase the number of high-guality charter schools i Flonda, and i particular high-guality secondary
schools, that will enable students to make progress toward mecting state acadennic standards

o lmprove the acadermic achievement of charter school students

o Dhsserunate best practices from charter schools that have had success m moreasing student
achievement among charter schools and other public schools i Flonda.

Flonda plans to expand the development of high guality charter schools, mamtain financial support and

techical assistance o current charter schools, and assist successtul charter schools i the 1dentification and

dissermination of promising practices o charter and tradiional public school commumities. The Departmoent

plans to continue and expand activities promoting charter schools as positive chowce options for parents and

ghhighting the positive benelits of charter schools as a restructunng eftort for low performing schools,

—
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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20202-5335

FLORIDA’S CHARTER SCHOOLS PROGRAM

2008-2011 PROJECT APPLICATION

EDUCATION AGENCY CFDA #84.282A
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Competitive Preference Priorities

I8 Secondary Schools (10 points). Projects that support aetivities and interventions aiimed of

improvinge the aoademic achievement of secondary school studenis who are af greatest risk of not

meeting challenging State academic standards and not completing hioh school.

Flonda stresses the importance of a guality educanon for all public-school students by emphasizing
nereased student achievement, rasing the bay for student rates of learming, and providing targeted
assistance o strugghing students. The combined efforts of teachers, students, parents, and the state have led
Flonda to realize unprecedented success i increased achievement at the elementary level. However, these
successes have been tempered by data showing that the overall percentage of students reading at or above
orade level steadily dechines afier the fourth grade, high school retention rates continue 10 merease, and
college level vemediation 15 reguired for a growing number of students. To address these and other
secondary school 1ssues, the Flonda Legisiature passed the Middle Grades Redorm Act in 2004 as a crucal
step toward better preparing nuddle school students for success m high school. Using reading as the
foundation, the law requires all muddle school students 1o receive rigorous academic mstruction through
challenging curncula dehivered by highly gqualified teachers m schools with outstanding leadership.
Buillding on Flonda's nmuddle grades legislation, House Bill 7087, An Act Relating to Education, was signed
1o law in June 2006, Usually referred to as the A++ Plan for Education, the legislation adds focus and
nereases the ngor and relevance of mstruction for students wn Flonda™s gh schools. These two statuies
Bave become the driving force behind Flonda's curent secondary education veform, which includes grades

s1x through twelve (see Apperndix Al

Begmmng i the fall of 2007, wminth grade public school students choose from 440 approved magor areas of
inierest (see Appendix By, A wide variety of major areas are available for students in high schools
throughout Flonda, mcleding students with disabilities workmg toward a special diploma, students enrolled

i career acadermes or magnet programs, and students i charter schools, Students will become more

i
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entgaved i and appreciate the relevance of hgh school studies because they will be making chowces that

— —_

allow them o pursue their e rests.

Flonda'™s new graduation requiremerts in the A+ Plan for Education begin with mnth graders entering
tgh school in the 2007-08 school vear. Students will be required to carn 16 core acadernic credits and
crght elective credits 1n order to graduate with a heh school diploma. Core requirements consist of four
credits of Enghsh and math; three oredits of social studies and science; one credit of fine arts; and one credn
i physical education and health, Out of the eight elective credits, students choose a magor of area of

erest that includes four credifs i a common area, such as seguential courses 1 a carcer and technical

program, e and performing arts, or academic content ared, as part of the student’s education plan.

Students select thewr myor area of interest through Flonda's online student advising system, the Flonda
Acadermic Counseling and Tracking for Students or FACTS org. Fighth-grade students can go o
FACTS.org, locate the gh school they plan to attend and review the magor areas of imterest that will be
avarlable at that school, Students can complete an ePersonad BEducation Plammer (ePEP), an interactive
course planner for middle and high school students based on the magor area of miterest and on thetr
cducational goals, Students may pre-enroll m a major area of interest, and once enrolied, a student may
change s or hey mind the following vear with no penalty.

Charter schools are unigquely positioned 1o implement Flonda'™s secondary reform measures and ensure that
opporturtes ave in place for students of all backgrounds 10 be successtul in transimoning from the nuddle
grades, graduating from high school, entering the workforee with adequate skills, andf/or continung
postsecondary education. Because success beging with and bulds on a strong basic acadenue foundation,

charter elementary schools also play a kev role by laving the groundwork for Flonda secondary veform

b

-

ntiatives. The ereased freedom and Hexabdity of charter schools allows teachers, parents and

commummiics 1o establish schools that more directly address the mstructional needs of ther children and
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provide options to students who might benefit from a leammg enviromment that operates outside the

fracdiiional school approach.

Flonda™s charter schools must keep up with the changmyg demands of the students they serve by setting hgh
standards and working as long and as hard as it takes 1o help every student succeed, regardless of race,
hackground, or ZIP code. Several of Flonda's secondary charter schools are already domg this and othe

ave making exemplary progress. For example, two of Flonda™s charter schools in Miami-Dade School
Phstrict were selected among the 2008 025 Mews & Horld Repore search {or the best public lngh schools m
Amenica. Porad Acadery High School and Mater Academy Charter School, were selected among the best
of America’s high schools on the basis of three performance wmdicators: (1 how well ther entire student
population performed on state tests, adjusting for student circumstances; (23 how well therr disadvantaged
students performed; and (33 how successtul the school has been i providing college-level coursework.

Other secondary charter schools—such as the Academy of Environmental Science n Crystal River,

Flonda—are implementing a caveer academy model o provide students an education that 15 nigoreus,

relevant, and relational.

Carcer acadermies offer solutions o many of the problems encountered i secondary schools—apathetic
students, low test scores, and complaints from business and wndustry regarding preparation of gradusies.
Career acaderies are one of several models or mitiatives that charter schools, school districts and
commumiies can make available o high school students. The concept of carcer academies was first
mfroduced i Flonda inthe 19705 a5 a dropout prevention strategy that integrated acadenuce and vocational
tranmng. The concept was then broadenced to include students of all skill levels and abiities, as well as
those at nisk of dropping out of high school. Carcer acadermies are a commonly used ngh school reform
model designed to link student learning with potential career outcomes. Career acadermuies differ from
fraditional academic and vocational programs i that they simultancously prepare students for college and

the workforce. The first vear tor state funding of career acadermies was i 1993, The Flonda Legsiature

L
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approprigted funds for the Acadermies for Carcer Development and Applied Technology, The concept

guickly gamed momentum and 30 career acadenues were funded with state dollars between 1993 and 1999,
The 2003 Flonda Legmslature enacted section 101109, Flonida Suatutes, winch appropriated funds for the
SUCCEED Flonda Grant for public schools 1o establish or redesign career acadernies (see Attachment XX
The Flonda Legislature continued funding for the program mn 2006-07 and 1n 2007-08. Curently, Flonda
s career acadernies i 42 of the state™s 07 school districts. These acadernies are framed around 16 carcer
clusters identified by the LLS. Department of Education as representative of opportunities for the 217
cenfury ceonomy (see Appendix O} The clusters frame student oppovturiiies and dentity pathways from
secondary school 1o two- and four-vear colleges, sraduate school, and the workplace. As a mgh school

reform imbiative, career acadennes have proven their value.

As shown i the followmg table, the myonty of Flonda™s charter schools are elementary schools or schools
serving 4 combination of grade levels. However, the percent of charter nuddle and high schools in Flonida
has nereased slightly m 2007-08 while the percent of operating elementary charter schools remains the

same as i 20006-07. The Charter Schools Program (CSP) grant wall support Flonda'™s secondary relomm

g ves by increasing the number of new charter secondary schools and expanding the capacity of

Florida Charter Schools by Grade Level

Total
School  Elementary Middle Hig Combination Charter
Grades y Schools
200647 P13 2094 6} F7%% 70} 204 | 3394 336
20HFT -8 F(13 294, 66 PO 15 2% Pid 3% 35K

existing schools at all grade levels 1o ensure that the state’s charter school students are prepared to explore
thow interests and realize thow full potentinl, Because carcer academies are an excellent example of g
model for Flonda's secondary school veform, eitorts will be directed toward opening charter schools that

enrcourage the application of the carcer academy mationa] standards of practice. All students—including

§
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charter school students—must have access to relevant and ngorous programs that provide them with
opportunities o graduate from high school, thus ensuring that they have the knowledge and skills for
ertering and being successtul in the workplace, erwrolling 1 addiional career and professional education, or
attennding postsecondary degree programs. Currently, performance data and other indicators document that
charter ligh school students are not performing as well as ther counterparts in fraditional public lngh
schools (see Appendix B, Increasing the achiovement of charter school students, and particularly charter

L

hgh school students, will be a prnonty for Flonda™s use of federal Charter Schools Program funds.

2. Periodic Review and Evaluation (10 points). The State provides for periodic review amd

evaluatfion by the authorized public chartering aeency of each charter schood af least once every five

rears, urless reguived move freguenily by State e, (o determine whether the charier sehoold s meeting

the terms of the school’s charfer, and Is meeting or exceeding the student academic achicvement

reguirements camd voals for charter schoofs as provided under State faowe or the school’s charter. .

Charter schools m Flornda are subject to rigorous evaluation, which mamntains the lighest levels of
accountability, The procedures for mamntining charter school accountablity are desertbed i Flonda's

slation creating Flonda's

e

charter school legslation (section TOG2.33, Flonda Statutes), as well as in le
student assessment program for public schools (section TOOK .22, Flonda Statutes) and the state’™s K-20
Accourrability System (section 00X 31, Flonda Statutes) (see Appendix A Flonda's charter school law
reguires the goveming body of cach charter school o report annually 118 progress (o the school™s sponsor.
The sponsor 15 reguired by statute o momtor and review the charter school 118 progress toward the goals
established 1 the charter. Upon venification of the progress made by the charter school, the sponsor
forwards the report 1o the Commussioner of BEducation according to a deadline that 15 determined cach vear
by the Department. Using the reports from cach individual charter school, the Department analyzes and

compares the overall performance of Flonda’s charter schools to comparable rradiiionad public schools.
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While a charter school™s foremost accountability 18 to fulfill the requirerments agreed to 1 the charter
cortract, additional state expectations for accourntability melude: (1 mecting eh standards of student
achievement while providing parents flexibility to choose amonyg diverse education opportunities within the
state’s public school systern; (2) promoting enhanced academic success and financad eficiency by aligmng
responsibility with accountability; and (3} providing parents with sufbicient information on whether or not
cach child gans at least a vear's worth of learmng for every vear spent i the charter school. As public
schools, charter schools are required o participate i Flonda's state assessment program and are mceluded n
Adeguate Yearly Progress (AYP) computations as required by the No Child Ledt Behind (NCLBY Act
Students i grades three through ten take the Flonda Comprehensive Assessment Test (FOATY which
allows for the momtonng of individual student learmng cans and, 11 most cases, the assignment of a school

-

orade.

Annual Individu:al Charter School Reporting

The Department has oreated an online annual accountability report template and database systemn for charter
schools o use 1 fulfilling therr anmuad reporting requirement (see Appendix B As reguired by statute,
cach charter school™s annual report must include student achievement performmance data; financial stats of
the charter school, including revenues and expenditures at a level of detad that allows for analvsis of the
ability to meet financial obligations and tmely repavment of debt; documentation of the facilities 1n curremt
use and planned facilities for the instruction of students, admuinstrative funclions, or INvesimert purposes;
and information about the charter school™s personnel, including salary and benefit levels of charter school
emplovees, the proportion of instructional personne! who hold professional or temporary certificates, and
the proportion of instruchional personnel teaching m-field or out-of-field. As a strategy for improving the
guality of each school s annual report, the Department created an online twtonal 1o gude adnamistrators i
answering guestions and providing accurate accountability data. The deadhine for charter schools o hie

thow indrvidual annuad reports for the 2006-07 school vear was Novernber 21, 2007, Twoe hundred seventy

four (2743 or ¥2 pereent of Flonda' s charter schools submitted ther annual veports as reguired. Charter
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schools that did meet the deadline have been contacted by the Department and reminded of the
accountabiity reguirenent and consequences for noncompliance. The names of charter schools that do not
subnut annual reports by the established deadhne are wdentified i the Department’s analvsis and report o
the State Board of Education, the Commussioner of BEducation, the Govemor, the President of the Senate,

ard the Speaker of the House of Representatives.

Annual Analvsis of Student Achievemient

Flonda™s charter school statutes direct the Department 1o review charter school reports submitted by charter
schools o ther sponsors and provide an analysis of student achievement in charter schools compared o
achievement i traditional public schools. The ammual statewide analysis of student achievement 13
subnutied as reguired by statute 1o the State Board of Education, the Commussioner of Education, the

Covernor, the President of the Senate, and the Speaker of the House of Represertatives

Flonda 1s one of only a fow states that currently have the capability o coliect, track, and analvze individual
student data for the purpose of comparing student achievement 1 charter schools and fraditional public

schools, The most recent analvsis of student achiovement examines the average perfommance of charter
school students and their peers 1 traditional public schools using six vears of Flonda Comprehensive
Assessment Test (FCATY Reading, mathematics, and science test scores from 2001 -02 through 200007
were used o compare charter and traditional public school schools i terms of overall achievement,
achievement gaps, and student learnmg gains (see Appendix D). Over the last six vears, charter school
student porformance has come w0 more closely resemble tradinional public school student performance on
the FCAT. While past performance indicated, that, on average, student performance in charter schools in a
oiven vear lagged behind traditional public school student performance; current performance indicates that
15 1o longer the case wevery situation. A greater percentage of charter elementary and nuddle schoo

students i tested grades are now proficient i reading compared to therr traditional public school

countterparts.  In addition, a greater percentage of charter middle school students are proficient

9
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mathematics compared with traditional public muddle school students, Further, a greater percentage of
charter elementary and muddle school students are proficient n science than traditional public elementary
and middle school students. OF sigmificance to this grant proposal are FCAT achievement results showing
charter high school students are less proficient in reading, mathematics, and science than thelr courtorparts
i fraditional public high schools. The achievement results suggest the need for resources (o provide
inereased services o focus on improving chavter ngh school achievement. Therefore, ncreasing the
achievement of charter school students, and particularly chavter lngh school students, will be a prionty for

L

Flonda™s use of Charter Schools Program funds.,

Fifteen Year Charter Review and Renewial

Section FOG2.33(7H by, Flonda Statutes, states that a charter may be renewed every 13 school vears,
provided that a program review demonstrates that the orntena in the charter have been successiully
accomplished and that none of the grounds for nomrenewal established by statute (falure o participate in
the state™s education accountabihity system or fanlure (o meet student performance requirements stated i the

charter, not meeting standards for Hiscal management, violation of law, other good causel have been

documented.

3. Number of High-Ouality Charter Schools (10 points). The State has demonstrated progress in

increasing the number of hivh-quality charter schools that are held aceormtable in the ferms of the

schools” charters for meeting clear and measurable objectives for the educational progiress of the

students attending the schools, in the period prior to the period for which an SEA applies for a grant

udder this competition.

Flonda statutes and State Board of BEducation rules do not define "high-gualiy™ as 1t relates only to charter
schools, However, Flonda's charter school statute states that chavter schools shall be gunided by “hgh
standards of student achievement” and “promote enhanced academic success.” Smce 1999, Flonda Statute

has authonzed the State Board of Education to identify and annually report public schools as having a

10
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performance grade of "A” through “F.7 The statute designates the grade of "A™ {for schools making
excellent progress, “B” for schools making above average progress, “C7 for schools making satisfactory
progress, “D7 for schools making less than sanstactory progress, and “F7 for schools faihng o make
adeguate progress. To comply with the No Child Left Behind (NCLB)Y Act, Flonda uses state assessment
results to caleulate whether or not a school has met Adeguate Yearly Progress (AYP) toward students
meeting proficiency of Flonda's academic achievement standards. For the purposes of school improvement
and reporting, high-guality charter schools are those that are meeting high standards of student achievement
as determined by two enterias (1 carming a state school performance grade of A" or "B7 and (2) meeting
all Adeguate Yearly Progress (AY Py entena, Dunng 2000-07, 104 charter schools in Flonda carned
school performance mrade of A" or "B and alsomet all AYP onternia. For those charter schools that do
not carn a school performance grade, the basis of lngh quality must be determined by outcomes as specified

i thenr contracts with their Sponsors.

Increasing the Number of Charter Schools

Flovida™s charter schools have been growing by near record numbers since the first five charter schools
opened 11 990, With 33 charter schools currently operating i 41 of the state™s 67 local school districts,
Flonda 1 ranked by the National Alllance of Public Charter Schools as having the third hghest number of
charter schools wn the natton. Although the table below appears to suggest that Flonda's charter school
orowth 15 reaching a plateau, the smaller merease from 20006-07 10 2007-08 15 beheved 1o be associated with
the recent passage and implementation of state legslation creating the Flonda Schools of Excellence (FSE)
Commussion (see Appendix Ay Since the legislation was passed m 2000, state, school distrniet, and charter
leaders have been dealing with numerous policy and implementation 1ssues regarding the FSE Commission
ard charter school sponsorship. The focus on implementation of the legmslation and s effect on charter
school sponsorship appears to have impacted the mumber of charter applicants seeking and obtamning school
district sponsorship to open in 2007-08. However, as these 1ssues become resolved, the number of new and

pending applications suggests a continued orowth in the number of charter schools m the state. Ninety-
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three (93) charter applications have been submitted 10 local school boards for sponsorship beginning 1w the
200K-09 school vear, and 533 applications have been submitted o the Flonda Schools of Excellence
Compission. Of these total charter applications, 30 have been approved and decisions are still pending on
the remamng applications. Charter Schools Program funds will assist selected neow charter schools to plan,
develop and implement educational programs (o help all students inerease achievement m reading,
mathematics, and other skills needed for success i postsecondary education or the workioree.

Csrowth in Florida’s Charter Schools
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Consistent with growth i the number of operating chavter schools, student envoliment i Flonda's charter
schools has also shown a steady increase. In the 1996-97 school vear, 874 students were enrolled n

Flonda's five charter schools and over 104,000 students are enrolled 1n 2007-0K.

Growth in Flerida®s Charter School Student Enrollment
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Increasing the Ouality of Florida's Charter Schools

Pruring the 2000-07 school vear, 139 charter schools made Adeguate Yearly Progress (AY P) pursuant 1o No
Child Left Behind Act (NCLB)Y accountabihity, These schools comprised 46 percent of all Flonda charter

schools that met all enterna for achievimg AYP as compared 1o 34 pereent of Flonda™s traditonal public
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schools that met all AYP oritena, As shown i the following table, 73 percent of charter schools met 90
percent or more of AYP orteria and X3 percent met at least 80 percent. Charter schools that did not receive
art AYP status rating did not have assessment data for more than 10 elimble students or they did not meet
the nummum school-size requirement for a rating. Some of these schools were pre-K centers, served
speciad populations or highly transitory populations, or they may have served adult or vocabional

populations m non-tested grades.

2007 Charter School AYP Performance Compared with Traditional Public Schools

Charter Schaools All Public Scehools

AYP Yes AYFP Yes
EAYFP No AYP No

34%

46%

(166 out of 305) (1,088 out of 3,244)

(139 out of 305) (2,156 out of 3,244}

Like wadinonal public schools in Flonda, a charter school 15 assigned a performance grade if it meets the

clhigmbility erttenia and 15 not an alternative school. Changes to the school grade caleulations in 2002-03
restdted 1 an increased number of charter schools receiving performance grade. OF 336 charter schools
operating i the 2000-07 school vear, 217 charter schools were eligible 1o receive a school performance
orade. These graded schools represented 61 percent of all Flonda charter schools i operation during 2006-
(7. As shown in the followmg able, an analvsis of charter school grades over time shows an ncrease m
the number of charter schools that can be olassified as “high-performng.” The percemtage of charter
schools receving an “A” has inereased from 42 percent 1 2002-03 10 4¥ percent 1 2000-07. Conversely,

-
=l

the percentage of P charter schools has decreased 1o five percent in 2006-07 from 16 percent in 2002-03.
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Percent of Charter School Grades by Year

Department Assistance for Charter Schools

The Department suppoits schools, districts, and famihes in theiy efforts to maxinmize student leaming gams
and reach highest studert achievement through ngorous and relevant learmng opportumities. The focus 15
on student success and continuous improvement. Assistance 15 provided o all public school and all
students through collaboration with districts, engagement of practifioners, compuanty and education
partners, and bulding local capacity (o provide guality education for all students, Assistance Plus 15 a state
cducational imuative designed o provide support o school districts and schools that fal 1o meet state
educational performance standards. Phstncts and schools are provided numerous resources which may
nelude financial allocations, technical assistance and professional development among other support. The
Burcau of School Improvement implements the componemts of Assistance Plus, and coordinates a team-
based cross-agency delivery system for state assistance and mterventions. Statt n the Oilice of
Independent BEducation and Parental Choice serves on the Department’s Assistance Plus team to provide

assistance and conduct regular site visits (o speaibic charter schools m need of assistance.

Recornition for High Performing Charter Schools

Animportant part of Flonda's A+ BEducation Plan s the School Recognition Program that provides
financial awards to schools that demonstrate sustained or sigm fcant improvement 1n student performance.
Schools must carn an “A” or improve at least one letter grade i order to be elhigible to receive recogmion
awards. As a result of grades carned 1 the 2006-07 grading penod, 10X charter schools received state
school recogmtion awards for exemplary or greatly improved student performance. This represented 30

poereent of charter schools that were graded 1n 2006-07. O note 15 a change n Flonda™s accourntability
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system in the 2006-07 grading evele that allowed schools 1o be designated as “alternative schools.” Twelve

(12} charter schools were destgnated as altemative schools and did not eam a performance grade, making

them inchigible to receive school recogmtion funds. The change n designation could be one explanation tor

the decrease 1 number of charter schools carning school recogmiuion during 2000-07. Flonda awarded

nearly five mllion dollars n state school recogmtion funds to charter schools i 2000-07 for sustimng or

—

L

improving the performance of thetr students as determined by thew school performance grades.

Charter Schools Earning School Recognition

120
120 - 108

—
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4. One _Authorized Public Chartering _Agency Other than a Local Educational _Agency, or _an

Appeals Process {10 pts). The state: {a) Provides for one authorized public chartering agency that is not

ait LEA, such as a Stafe chartering board, for each individual ov_entity secking to operate a charter

school pursuant to state law: or (b)) In the case of a state in which LEAs are the only authorized public

chartering geencies, affows for an appeals process for the denial of an application for o charter sehoof,

Flonda™s onginal charter school legislation was enacted i 1996 and provided local schood boards and select
state universities the authonty 1o sponsor charter schools. While Flonda'™s legislation has generally been
ranked strong i terms of charter supportive provisions, the Center of Education Reform has consistently
stated that the law could be strengthened by permitting multiple entities o sponsor charter schools
addition o local school boards. In 2000, the Flonda Legslature passed the Flonda Schools of Excellence
Comumussion law, which 15 resulting wn sigmibicant and far-reaching changes for charter school authonzng
the state (see Appendix A, The law established the Flonda Schools of Excellence (FSE}Y Commpussion as an

independent, statewide entity (o sponsor chavter schools and authonze mumcipaliiies, state unmversities, and

pasaul
L
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commuity colleges as co-sponsors. In addition, the legislanion allows school distness 1o seek exclusive

authorty 1o sponsor charter schools i thar seosraphic Soverning arvea.

Currently, the 33K operating charter schools in Flonda are sponsored by a distriet school board or a state
rversity, m which case the charter school was converted from a uwmversity laboratory school to a charter
laboratory school. Sponsors are responsible for monitonng the charter schools, reviewing revenues and
expendifures, and ensurnng imovation and consistency with state education goals, ncluding the state
accountability svstenn Charter laboratory school applications are subject to roview by the state umiversity
i consultation with the district school board i that junsdiction. Dhstnct school boards that have been
granted exclusive Junsdiction over charter schools i thewr distniets as allowed by the 2000 state legislation
approve or deny all charter school applications in their geographic boundaries. Statutory authority reguires
the State Board of Education 10 hold hearmngs on exclusivity for disiriet school boards that have submtied
exclusivity applications. Phastrict school boards were mitially authornzed o request exclusivity for the 2007-
(% fiscal vear, and must submit a vesolution seeking exclusive authonty cach vear thereafter. Following an
extensive application, review, and public hearing process as specified in State Board Rule 0A-6.0783, FAC,
the State Board of Education granted three of Flonda™s 67 local school distnets exclusive authonty (o
sponsor charter schools within their geographic regions during the 2007-08 school vear (see Appendix F).
Asrequired by law, school districts seeking exclusive authornty 1o sponsor schools in ther seographic
houndaries must submit a resolution W the Department on or before March 1 of cach vear.

Alternatively, charter schools apphicants may now apply o the seven-member FSE Commission
mstances 1 which the district school board has not received the status of exclusivity, The FSE Comnussion
15 an independent state-level authonzer of charter schools, appointed by the Govemor, Senate President, and

Speaker of the House of Representatives, The FSE Commussion 15 permitied (o enter 110 Co-$ponsorships

with municipalities, state universities, commumity colleges, and regonal educational consortia, The FSE

Commussion, under the supervision of the State Board of Education, 18 designed (o provide a lngh level of

guality, eihiciency, transparency and accountability, The FSE Compmission will authonze and act as sponsor
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of charter schools, approve or deny FSE charter schools applications, renew or terminate charters, and
conduct facility and cumculum reviews, An Exccutive Director oversees the daily operation of the FSE

COmmission.

To help ensure that charter school applications are appropriately considered by potential ehigible sponsors,
Section FOO2.33(6), Flonda Statutes, authonzes a charter school appeal process designed 1o provide a far
and impartial review of applicants whose request for a charter has been demied. Procedures for {iling and
reviewing all charter school appeals are outhined 1 State Board Rule 6 A-6.07K 1, FAC, including umelines,
processes, and procedures (see Appendix Fy N apotential sponsor demes a charter school application, a
written decision for the demal must be provided to the applicant. Upon recapt of the wrtten decision, the
applicant 15 mranted by law the nght of appeal to the State Board of Education. The appeal process will also

apply 1o apphicants that submit charter applications 1o the FSE Commission secking sponsorship or

cosponsorship and are demed.

T assist the State Boad of Pducanon m this task, state lemslation was enacted o create the Charter Schood

Lo

Appeal Commussion (Secuon FHO2.33(0) ) Flonda Statutes). The eight-member commission 15 comprised
of an equal number of charter school operators and school distniet stall, The compussion, chaired by the
Compmissioner of Education or s designee, 15 charged with reviewing cach appeals case and 1ssuing a
recommendation for action o the State Board of Education. The Departiment has developed guidelines to
ersure that the Charter School Appeal Commuission conducts an objective review of all writien applications
and related documents and effectively evaluates all evidence presented 1w support of or 1 opposition o the
decision of the school board denving the application. Once the Commussion has forwarded 1t
recommendation, the State Board of Education by magonty vote may elect erther (o sustain or 1o overturn

the school disinets” action.
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Siee the Charter School Appeal Commassion was established 1 2002, applicants have used this process o
appeal 69 of the local school board decisions o deny charter school applications. The commission’s
decision has been i favor of 17 of these charter schools and 35 decisions in favor of local school boards
were upheld. Other appeals are stlll pending or were withdrawn. In the past, the State Board of BEducation
overturned school board demals of charter applications for two primary reasons—determning that the
school board provided msufiicient evidence (o deny the application, and determimng that the school board

dsed reasons outside those provided in Flonda law as the basis for denving the application.

The 2002 Flonda Legislature further strengthened the charter school appeals process by making the State
Board of Education decsion binding on school districts as the final action. As a result of ths change. o
hgher percentage of applications that were tntially demed have resulted 1 the opening of charter schools.
Ohly 25 percent of the applicants who won appeals by the State Board of BEducation wn 2001-02

subsequently opened charter schools. In contrast, the new process has resulted m approxamately 70 percert

of the applicants who won appeals openmg schools,

3. Hivh Degree of Autonomy {1 points). The State ensures that each charter school has a hich

deviree of autonomy over the charter school’s budoets and expenditures.

Flonda™s charter schools enjoy a high degree of autonomy over thetr budgets and expenditures. Each
charter school applicant 18 responsible for developing and presenting a budget when the chavter schoold
application 15 submutted w0 the sponsonng district. Generally, the budget will be proposed for three 1o five
yvears, depending upon the requirements of each local district, Onee a charter school 18 approved o open,
the goverming board 15 responsible for exercising site-based oversight over the budget and ensunng that
federal and state dollars are spent according o the rules and regulations. While cach charter school 13
enttitled to use 118 discretion n creating an operating budget, the sponsor 15 statutonly charged with the
responsibility of reviewinyg the charter school™s rovenues and expenditures o determine that the school 13

meeting 118 responsibilines of educating children m accordance with the charter. This 15 accomplished by
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periodic financial reports of revenues, expenditures, and obligations and by periodic review of student
registrations and membership. The frequency and composition of such financial reports ave subject to

negotiation between the sponsor and charter school and are meorporated into the charter.

Although school district policies vary, the accounting functions of budgets and expenditures for raditional
schools are often managed at the school district level, In order to be self-goverming, charter schools are
miven legislative support at the mghest level through statutes (o assist sponsors i understanding their

responsibilities relative o charter school operations. An impovtant part of the budgetary and expendifure

autonomy of charter schools relates 1o access (o funds.,

While the sponsor 1s the fiscal agent for charter schools, Flonda statutes spectfically reguire that charter
schools receive payment and raimbursemernt, including processing paperwork reguired 1o aceess special
funding, Additionally, section TOO2Z. 33017 d}, Flonda Statutes, specifies that the pavment shall be ssued
G later than ten working davs atter the distriet school board receives a distnbution of state or federal funds.,

1 ths process 15 not followed, an additional amount of interest 13 paid 1o the charter school caleulated on a

datly basis on the unpad balance from the expiration of the ten working davs until the pavment 15 made.

The Department provides 8 ool 1o assist charter school applicants and operators n the caleulation of funds
avarlable to budget for school expenditures. The Charfer School Revenue fstimate Worksheef calculates
state and local funds from the Flonda BEducation Finance Program that charter schools are entitled o
receive, as well as other categonceal funding based on the programs reguired for the specific school™s
population (sce Appendix (G} This sheet 15 designed 1o promote digdogue between charter schools and
sponsors regarding funding and helps schools monttor the pavments that should be received from tharr
fiscad agent. The Department provides tramming and techmeal assistance to charter school staft and potential
school developers 1 the use of this online spreadsheet application available on the Depariment’™s Web site.

The worksheet 15 updated with the most cument fundmg data five tmes cach fiscal vear.

9
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Not only does Flonda protect the rights of charter schools to have access to funding, but i provides
assurance that charter schools remain autonomous m thewr operations by the convemng of a Charter Schoo]
Review Panel to review 1ssues, practices, and policies regarding charter schools. Members include
mdividuals with experience i Anance, admimistration, law, governance, construction, and operation as well

-

as education. The panel 15 appomnted by the Commussioner of Education, the resident of the Senate, the
Speaker of the House of Representatives, and the Govemor. The panel makes recommendations o the
Flonda Legislature, to the Department of Education, to charter schools, and (0 sponsors for improving

charter school operations and oversight and {or ensurning best business practices at and fair business

relationships with charter schools.

Charter schools recerve fiscal support at the state level o help them secure financing o buld facilines.
Section FOO2.33 (7H by, Flonda Statues, states that m order o facilitate long-term hnancing for charter

school construction, charter schools operating for a mummum of two vears and demonsirating exemplary

_

acadenue programming and fiscal management e eligible for a T3-vear charter renewal. These long-term

charters are subject to ammuad review and may be termnated for cause durnng the term of the charter,

With these assurances and support from the state level, schools and sponsors have incentive 10 work
together o allow charter schools o operate with autonomy while working within the framework of

acceptable and prudent business pracuces,
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Application Requirements

{i) Describe the objectives of the SEAs charter schood grant program and describe how these

ofviectives will be fulfilled, includine steps taken by the SEA fo inform teachers, parents, anid

communities of the SEA's charter school grant prograi.

Flonda's state education mission 1s 1o nerease the proficiency of all students within one secamless, efficient
systern, by allowing them the opportunity o expand therr knowledge and skills throueh leaming
opportunities and research valued by student parents, and commumities. The Flonda State Board of

FEducation has approved a long-range Strategic Plan that imcludes cight strategic imperatives for meeting the

state’s education mission and goals. Srrategic Imperative 3.0, Increase the Quantity and Improve the

Ouality of Education Options, places a prionty on expanding the number and strengthening the guality of

e

school choice options for Flonda™s families (see Appendix H). The proposed project includes five magjor

objectives that are consistent with the strategic imperatives and educational goals of the State Board of

Fducation. The objectives are also aligned with the purposes of the federal Charter Schools Program as

authorized by the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1963, a5 amended by the No Child Lefi

Behind Act of 2001, Achievement of the objectives will contribute to reaching the project™s long-range

outcome of mereasing chavter school student achievement at all educational fevels through ngh-guality

charter schools.

- N N . N (o A
Objective Objective Objective Objective Objective
1 2 3 4 5

Build Strengthen Increase Improve Pissenunate
School Fiseal Neutrtber Academic Best
Level Sustainability of Achievement Practices
Leadership of High- of From
Capacity Charter Quality Charter Charter
Schools Charter school Schools
Schools Students
S e J

Florida's 2008-201 1 Charter Schools Program Project Objectives
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o Build leadership capabilities of charter school administrators, boards, and authorvizers to
sustain high-guality charter schools.

Strong and supportive leadership 15 one of the major factors associated with the success of charter schools.
The Department aims to provide imereased opportumties for charter school leaders o mprove and expand
then skills to ensure that Flonda™s charter schools are providing high-quality learning opportumties for the
students they serve. A challenge 15 1o ensure that Flonda™s newest and aspining charter school leaders are

prepared (o effectively direct Flonda'™s chavter school srowth and ensure that quality programs are m place
o serve all students,

o Strenpthen the fiscal sustainability of Flovida's charter schools,

Sournd financial management 15 an essential funchion 1in the operation of a hgh-quality charter school. The
Flonida Legislature and the Department have taken several steps 10 help wdentify and better assist financially
struggling schools, Yet, some charter schools 1n Flonda continue (o struggle hinancially, The grant will
errable the Department (o take addiional steps w0 further improve the financial management and
performance of charter schools, including the wWdentification of indicators foridentifving charter schools at
bgh nsk for financial problems, and providing addinonal rammng and techmeal assistance o schools
financial decline.

o [ncrease the number of high-quality charter schools in Flovida, and in particular quality
secondary schools, that enable students (o make progress toward meeting state academic
standards,

Strategic Imperative 3.0 closely parallels the Charter Schools Program objectives established under the
Govermnment Performuamee and Resulis Act (GPRA)Y of 2003, which focuses on the development of a large
number of mgh-guality charter schools that will enable students 1o reach challenging state performance
standards. As one of Flonda™s fastest growing choice options, charter schools have a kev role in helping o
achieve Flonda s Serafepic Imperafive 3.0 and the ESEA Charter Schools Grant objectives, Funds awarded

to Flonda through the Charter Schools Program grant will provide resources 1o develop, implement, and

expand b gh-guality charter schools 1 geographic areas, ncluding urban and rural aveas, 1 which a large
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population or number of public schools has been identified 1n need of 1mprovement pursuart 1o Flonda's
accourtabihity system.

o [mprove the academic achievement of charvter school students, especially students who are af

greatest risk of not meeting state academic standards and not completing high school,

The grant will assist the state i promotng high student achievement 1 Flonda's charter schools and
erisuring that every studert 15 proficient on mrade level i reading, mathematies, and science. In support of
Flonda™s secondary reform mittatives, the grant wall enable the Department o place a priority on ensurng
stronger student achievement at the secondary level and providing enhanced and relevant opportumties for
charter muddle and high school students to prepare for postsecondary learning and career successes. To that
ertd, the Charter Schools Program grant 15 mtegral in helping Flonda continue 10 make progress
accomplishing federal, state, and agency goals and objectives, with the long-tewn outconk beng noreased
student achievement.

o Disseminate best practices from charter schools that have had suceess in increasing studert

achievement among charter schools and other public schools in Flovida

From schools specializing m the performing arts to those focusing on techmical traamng, Flonda's chater
schools cover the spectrum of educationad needs. One of the promuses of charter schools 15 that they can
serve as laboratonies of mnovation. Because they have greater avtonomy than tradinional public schools,
and since they attract pioneering educators, many of Flonda’s charter schools have demonsirated success
over tme i boosting student achievemnent, implementing mnovative mstructional programs, and mvolving
parent and the commumty n the educational process. Achievement of this objective will assist these
schools i sharmng ther effective approaches to education with other charter schools and ransplanting them

back m o the larger public education system.

Steps to Provide Infermation stbout the Charter Schools Program and Subgriants

The Department will enhance and expand current methods and strategmes for infornung tecachers, parents,

commumies, and other stakeholders about the avalability of Charter Schools Program subgranis.
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Information announcing Florda's charter school planning and implementation grants and dissenunation
orants will be widely disseminated to all school districts, state umversity presidents, community college
prosidents, currert charter schools, and other stakeholders, and will be provided electromceally and in hard
copy formats. The Department will use 18 paperless commumcation svstem which meludes thousands of
subsceribers, meludmg public and private stakeholders to provide notice regarding the avadability of the
subgrant program. The grant announcerment and relevant grant workshops and regmonal meetings will be
posted on the Department’™s Web site and will be avaslable 1o potential school operators who are prepanng

ant apphication tor charter school status.

Flonda's recently-funded Voluntary Public School Chowe (VPSC) Grant will provide additional
opportunities o share information about the Charter Schools Program. As aresult of the VPSSO grant, five
new parent mformation resource centers will be openced, i addition (o the eight curentlv-operating centers,
throughout Flonda i urban and rurad public school districts. The centers wall inerease parents” access to

criticad support and readil yv-available school chowe mormation, moluding iformation about charter

schools and the Charter Schools Program grant.

In addition, the Department 15 bulding and will continue o refine an additional histserve that will expand
access 1o all grant information (o nclude, but not be himited w, Chambers of Commerce, volunteer
coordinators, business partner coordinators, faith and community based partners, and 217 Century
Community Learming Centers contacts, The Department will also enhance partnership efforts with charter
school professional orgamizations and assocations, such as the Flonda Consortium of Public Charter

Schools, (o ensure maximum communcation with interested stakeholders.

fii) Describe how the SE A will inform each charter school in the State about Federal funds that the

charter school is eligible to receive and Federal programs in which the charter school may participate.
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Florida charter schools receive g combination of federal, state, and local funding, with the maority of the
funding from the state through the Flonda Education Finance Program (FEFP) and categonical funding.
School districts are reguired o provide charter school students who are eligible for federal programs and
services the same level of funding that 18 provided to students and personnel 1 the school distriet’s
trachitional public schools., Charter schools may also recetve additional iinaneial assistance, including state

capital cutlay funds and federa] planming and implementation grams.

The Department will continue (o use strategies including technology, trumng events, publications, and
written communication o o cach charter school 1 the state abowt the avalability of federal funds o
winch they may be entitled to receive and programs i which they may participate. The Department’s
paperless commumceation system 1s the prmary strategy for providing wformation (o charter schools ina
tmely and cost efficient manner, After remsterning as a user and mdicating opics of nferest, a charter
school 15 avtomatically notified when official correspondence 15 posted on the Department Web site. The
school recerves e-mal notices comtamming inks w0 messages, reports, legislative updates, techical assistance
papers and official memorandums 1ssued by the Flonda Department of Bducation. All messages link to

PN files which may be viewed, downloaded to the school’s computer, or printed and used as needed.

The Department 15 expanding and developing addinional resource matenals regarding school finamcee and
budgeting that will include wformation regarding all federal programs and funds for which charter schools
may be elimble. These resources will include deseriptions of federal programs for which charter schools
may be elimble, program elimibility eritena, approprate use of funds, umelines, access to and benchits of
district services funded with these resources, and requirements relative o school distnet planmng and
budgeting of these funds. For example, the charter schools office staft s currently working with the Bureau
of Student Assistance to develop a Title [ Funding Handbook that includes a specific section on charter
school eligibility, The matenals will be posted on the Department’™s charter school Web site and

meorporated o the Charfer School Operating Manual that 15 cunently being updated tor chavter schoo]

[
L_Fy

PR/Award # UPB2ANB0009 o2



applicants and operators and school distriet stadl, resource packets developed for new and developing
charter schools, and regonal tramng opportunities for school district staft and new and developing charter
schools, Tn addition, the Department will provide assistance and framning o school district statt responsible
for developing plans for use of these federal funds and gwdelmes that imclude strate@es tor mcluding

—

charter schools 1 the planmng process.

fiif) Deseribe how the SE A will ensure that each charter school in the Stiate receives the school’s

commensurate sharve of Federal education funds that are allocated by fornuda each year,_including

during the first vear of operation of the school and a year in which the school’s envollment expards

sfenificanily.

Flonda's charter schools are public schools that operate under a contractual agreement with an authorized

-

sponsor. As public schools, both state and federal law requires that they recerve all federal funds for which
they are elimble. Charter schools also must be included i all monttoring activities, reporting (such as
comparability}, and are meluded i the accountabihity svsten. Under section 1002 330173(cy, Flonda
Statutes, if a district school board 15 providing programs or services (o students funded by federad funds, any
cligible students enrolled 1n charter schools w the school distriet shall be provided federal funds for the
same level of service provided students m the schools operated by the district schools board (see Appendix
Ay Further, timely and efhicient payment and reimbursement 1o charter schools, mmcluding processing

paperwork reguired 10 access speciad state and federal fundimg, 15 required.

The Department proposes to take further steps (o ensure that cach charvter school receives the school™s
commensurate share of state and federal education funds that are allocated by formula cach vear by
developmg an electronic annual financial report for charter schools similar o that reguired by school
districts that will enable the Department o analyze and validate cost data for charter schools, and montor
allocation and expenditures of these funds by the distniet and the charter school. In addition, the

Department will continue 1o emphasize the need for Requests for Applications for all federad funds clearly
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address charter schools and how requested funds wall be used o support charter schools by allocating direct
funds 1o the school or by providing services (o the school(s). The Departiment will also continue o reguire
that the protocols for monitoring use of federal funds by school distriets include components for
determmng how and when school districts allocate federal funds and services (o charter schools, This
ensures that, 1n addition o elhimble new schools recerving their share of funds, those schools which expand

sigmficantly by adding grade levels, facilities or other means of expansion are casily identified o receive

approprate and umely distnbution of federal funds.

fiv) Describe how the SEA will disseminate best or promising practices of charter schools to ecach

focal educational aeency (LEA) in the State.

Omne of the grant objectives 18 1o demonstrate best practices from charter schools that have demonstrated

SUCCESS 11 ncreasing student achievement. Florida uses a variety of sirategies to showease outstanding
charter schools and their accomplishments, including wintien mformaton and presentations at conferences
and meetings, One of the most distinctive honors for any school 15 10 be designated as a No Child Left
Behind Blue Ribbon School, Three charter schools were recognized as national Blue Ribbon Schools in
20006-07. In addition 1o the national ceremonies and awards, Flonda recogmzed the successes and
promusing practices of these schools by highlighting them on Department Web site, proviewing therr
successful practices i various state newsletters, and wmeluding a special awards presentation at Flovnida's
anuad charter school conference that was held 1n Decemnber 2007, Simalar activities were used to share the
successes of two Dade County charter high schools that were named among the best high schools n the
nation. Information 15 posted on the Web site about the charter schools that receive monetary awards
through Flonda™s School Recogmtion Program adong with the successiul practices that helped them to camn
art “AT oy improve a letter grade. BEvents and activities are planned every vear dunng the national Charter
Schools Week to nghlight charter schools promusing practices. Evaluation ratings for Flonda™s annual
statewide charter school conference consistently show that participants rank the sessions focusing on

promising and best prachices as exiremely vaduable, The most recent statewide conderence in December
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2006 e luded several interactive and round table sessions which allowed charter school personnel 1o share
promising praciices and success strategies. Informanon about the 200K statewide conference 15 currently

posted on the Department Web site and meludes a call for presenters 1o shave 1deas, promising practices,

artd suHccess storcs,

Charter schools that recerve dissemunation grant awards have specific expectations for sharing pronusing
and successiul practices. The description of funded projects will be posted on the Department’s Web site
and shared with all school district superintendents, school cholce contacts, and other stakcholders., All
dissermination subgrantees will be expected to present at the annual charter school conference durmg the
first vear of therr grant. Dunng subsequent vears of grant funding, the dissemination gramees will be
expected to make public presentations of thewr project at other conferences, meetings, and other events,

Information regavding the dissemination subgrants will also be posted on the Department Web site.

fv) If an SEA elects to reserve part of ifs prant funds (no morve than 1) percemnt) for the

establishment of a revolving loan fund, describe how the revolving loan frad would operate.

Flonda has not elected 0 reserve funds for this purpose.

fvi) If an SEA desires the Secrefary to consider waivers under the authority of the CSP, include a

reguest and justification for any waiver of statutory or repulatory provisions that the SEA believes is

recessary for the suceessful operation of charter schoods in the Staie.

This proposal does not reguest waivers.,

fvii) Describe how charter schools that are considered to he LEAs under State low and LEAS in which

charter schoods are located will comply with sections 01 30a)f3) and O 3fe) 1)B) of the Individuals with

Disabilities Edueation Aet.
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Flonda law authonzes cach school district 1o negotiate charter school services individually within cach

district for each school. Each charter school desenbes m the charter the services that will be provided o
students with disabilities. Each district considers the charter schools as public schools and provides them
with the same services as outlined 0 the distniet’s Policiey and Procedures for the Provision of Specially

Desizmed Instruction and Relafed Services for Exceprional Students document.

The Department provides school districts with the opportunity 1o apply for the federal Individuals with
Phsabilites BEducation Act 2004 (1DEAG, Part B funding through a standardized Reqguest for Application
process. The Department distributes federad 1DEA, Part B funds to districts upon approval of the distret
orant application and release of the funding from the federad govermnment. Local educational agencies m
tum release funding to local schools, meluding charter schools, dependent upon the dentified uses n the
orant application. Local school distrnicts are required 1o ensure that charter schools will be provided 1A,
Part B funds in the same manner as other public schools. Dhstrcts must dentify how fundimng 15 alleeated to
schools and how 1DEA funds benefit students with disabilines in all schools withm the distnet, meluding

charter schools.

The Department, in carrving out 165 oversight role, 15 reguired 1o oversee the performance of distriet school
boards i an effort to assess and ensure the effectiveness of efforts o educate children wiath disabithues, In
fulfilling this requiremer, the Burcau of Exceptional Education and Student Services examines and
evaluates procedures, records, and BESE services pursuant 1o 1DEA 2004 within all locad education agencies
i Florida, The reguirement w section 013033 )Y of 1DEA 2004 pertaming 1o local educational ageney

chigmbility does not apply to charter schools i Flonda since there are no charter schools currently operating

as & local educational agency. All charter schools sponsored by the Flonda Schools of Excellence (FSE)

Compission will be reguired 1o comply with all sections of 1DEA 2004,
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Selection Criteria

{i) The contribution the charter schools gramt program will make in assisting educationally

disadvantaoed and other students (o achieve State academic confent standards and State student

aeademic achievement standards, 130 poings)

Charter schools provide parents with additional choices for selecting the most effective educational
programs for ther chldren, and offer creative and cost-effective solutions for improving student
achievement i Flonda., The charter school moverment i Flonda began as an avenue o improve student
learmng, inerease parermal chowce, nHuence the fraditional public school system, and foster mnovative
nstructional practices. Charter schools m Flonda ave able o expand leaming experiences (o more
ettfectively meet the needs of cach student and are largely free o provide mnovative and effective
educational programs and educational choice w0 underserved groups of students. Offering mnovative
nstructional strategies and Hexability not available m most raditional public schools, Flonda™s charter
schools often find a means of helping students succeed who were unsuccessiul in regular sradinonad public
schools,

Asrequared by section 2. 33(24b}, Flonda Statutes, charter schools must fulhll the following purposes:
(1} improve student leaming and academic achievement; (2} ncerease learming opportunities for all students,
with special emphasis on low-perfornmung students and reading; (3) encourage the use of innovative learning
methods; and (4} require the measurement of learning outcomes. No longer considered an experiment 1n
cducation, charter schools are an itegral part of Flonda's public school syster and state data show that
charter schools 1 Flornda are serving mereasingly diverse student populations. Over half of the students
currently enrolled 1n charter schools i 2007-08 are minonties. One noticeable trend over the past decade 13
the growing enroliment of Hispanic students in charter schools, Hispanie student enrollment has moreased
from two pereent i F990-97 to 31 percent n 2007-0K, The percent of students with free or reduced-price

lench status at charter schools 15 33 percent, 1n confrast 1o 46 percent of traditional public schoo] students.,

30
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As shown i the followmg table, between 33 and 41 percent of charter schools 1w the state over the last five
school vears have recerved Thtde 1 unds to raise the achievement of low-achieving students,

Title 1 Charter Schools in Flerida

2006-07 336 FIX 33%%
2005-06 3534 P 33%%
2004-05 303 PE2 37%
2003-04 257 FO6 &1
2002-03 223 X1 6%

Recently, 2006-07 FCAT scores in reading, mathematics, and science were analvzed 1o compare the
proficiency of charter school students and radinonal public school students (see Appendix D). Flonda's
accountability system defines student proficiency as sconng an Achievement Level 3 or above on the
FCAT. The analysis vielded the following findings:

e A greater percentage of charter elementary and middle school students are proficient in
reading than similar traditienal public school students.

o A greater percentage of charter middle school students are proficient in mathematics than
similar traditional public school students, but charter elementary and high school
students continue to lag,

o A greater percentage of charter school elemientary and middle grade students are
proficient in science, but charter high school student proficiency lags behind that of
traditional public high school students.

Generally, these indings show that charter schools are providing solid learning opporturmities for the
students they serve. FCATT data further show that the achievement gap between white and African-

Amernican students and white and Fhispamce students at charters 1s smaller across all school types

Lard
Pl
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(elementary, maddle, and high school} i charter schools compared to raditional schools. However, the
findings clearly pont o areas that need 10 be addressed 1f the achieverent of all charter school studerts s

to be improved, particularly those students served by charter ligh schools.

Resources from previous Charter Schools Program grants have contnibuted greatly 1o the successes that are
evident in Florida's charter schools, both in helping 1o open new schools and providing funds o support
implementation of successtul teaching and mstructional strateges. Continuation of the Charter Schools
Program grant funding will enable Flonda 1o continue 10 maximize resources 10 ensure that all students,
meluding educatonally disadvantaged students and sccondary students, will achieve state academic content
standards (Flonda™s Sunshine State Standards)y and meet state student acaderic achievement standards as
measured by the FOCAT. Flonda 1s a leader in secondary school refom, and 15 placing prionty on measures
o assist with support activities and interventions smmed at improving the acadenuce achievement of ail
secondary public school students who are at greatest risk of not meeting challenging state acadenuce
standards and not completing high school. In addition 1o providing subgrants 1o support the development of
new charter schools, the grant program will encourage strategies that bridge the transition between charter
middle and high schools by: (T improving articulanion between charter muddle and hagh schools; (2}
supporting charter schools i offering expanded majors o reflect the ungue needs and inierests of the
students they serve; and (3) assisting with charter school students selecting majors carly in accordance with
state direction. The grant will enable Flonda to provide additional techmeal assistance and professional
development o improve the leadership skills of charter school adnumistrators, governing board members,
and sponsors.  This focus on leadership development 15 an integral irvestment i the project’s long-tewm
outcome of mcreased student achievement through mgh-guality charter schools. Without strong and
successtul leadership, mprovement and continued growth in Flonda's charter schools cannot be

maximized.
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fii) The deoree of flexibility afforded by the SEA to charter schoods under the State's clhurter scehool

feewe. £330 points)

with a chartering sponsor, which 15, by law, ittended 1o free charter schools from many regulations imposed
on Flonda’s raditional public schools. A charter school shall operate i accordance with 1ts charter and
shall be exempt from the Flonda K-20 Education Code (Chapters FGOG-1013, Flonda Statutes), except
those statutes specifically applving to charter schools; those pertaining 10 the student assessment program
ared school grading systeny; those pertaining o the provision of services (o students with disabilities; those
pertaining o civil nghts; and those pertaining (o student health, satety, and weltare, Charter schools are not
exempt from any statue govermng public records, public meetings and records, public mnspection, and

poraliics.

A local school board™s policies do not apply 1o a charter school that 1t sponsors.  Charter schools are
responsible for developmyg their own policies and procedures, and the governing board of cach school must
approve or reject the policies and procedures. Gernerally, charter schools 1n Flonda have adopted the
policies and procedures of their school distnet, There 15 every indication that the state and the school
districts do not kbt flexible operation and management of the charter school. In fact, most disiricts take
a hands-off approach toward the charter schools, allowing the schools o function autonomous]y unless
thore are 1ssues related o the health, satety, and welfare of a child or student body. Section TO02.33(1 234,
Flonda Statutes, provides that a charter school shall select 118 own emplovees. Those individuals who work
at a charter school are emplovees of that charter school and ave not considered emplovees of the school

district.

fiif) The number of hich-quality charter schools fo be created in the State. (30 points)

Charter schools m Flonda have expenenced dramatic growth since thor inception i 1996, Five charter

schools operated dunng the 1996-97 school vear, In the 2007-0X school vear, there are 353X operating
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charter schools. The charter school student enrollment has grown from 374 students i 1996-1997 10 over
PO GO students i 2007-08 school vear, Flonda's 2003-08 federal Charter Schools Program syant allowed
the state o award planning and implementation grans (0 124 charter schools. In the 2008-201 1 grant
penod, Flonda will continue 115 demonstrated progress i inereasing the number of mgh guality charter
schools that are held accountable for the terms of thair charters and for meeting olear and measurable
objectives for the educational progress of thoir students. Consistent with Flonda's secondary education
reform mtiatives, an emphasis will be placed on establishing programs (o serve secorndary students,

particularly at the mgh school Tevel.

The Department proposes 1o expand school choice options for parerts by annually mercasing the number of
igh guality charter schools in Florida as evidenced by providing subgrants {or planning, program design,

and rtial implementation o at least 30 new charter schools cach vear of the gramt peniod. This projection

15 based on the number of new charter schools that were awarded subgrants dunng the 2008-0X mrant penod

as shown 1n the able below. While the table shows a sygmficant decrease w the number of schools

receiving awards 2006, 1115 important (0 note that a policy decision was made (o increase the amount of
cach planning and program design subgrant awarded during the second and third veay of the Charter
Schools Program grant period. The purpose in doing 50 was o provide mereased funding dunng the
school™s implementation period rather than at the font-end of the planning and design phase of the
subgrant. This decision 1 consistent with the Department™s prionty 1o merease the potential for charter
schools to be of igher quality, rather than just moreasing the number of new charter schools. Further, 1115
widely known that the actual planning and design of a school 15 less costly that the actual opening and
continucd operation. By averaging the number of subgrants awarded over the three-vear period and
considening the number of new charter schoo! applications currently pending approval {or opening i the
200809 school vear as desenibed 1n Comperitive Preference Priovine 3 of this project application, the

proposed number of 30 schools to be funded ecach yvear appears to be realistic.
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Planning, Program Design and Implementation Subgrants During 2005-08 CSP Grant

2005-08 60
2006-09 30
2007-2010 34

The Flonda Charter Schools Program grant will facilitate the awarding of three-vear planming and
implementaiion subgrants 1o new charter schools, with preference prionty i funding for schools 1 the
following categones:
o  Charter schools n school districts that currently do not have a charter school
o  Charter schools i school districts identihed as underrepresented or underserved by the current
number of charter schools i the distrct
o  Charter schools that are established and framed around the carcer academy national standavds of
pracice ten key elements of successtul implementation

o  Charter schools that partner with state universities or community colleges (o develop mtegrated

carcer acadernies or expanded opportumties for accelerated mechamsms, such as dual enrollment,

Advanced Placement, and Advanced Intemational Certihicate of Edueation (AICE} Program.

iv. Ouality of the manaeement plan to achieve the objectives of the proposed project vn time and

within hudeet, including elearly defined responsihilities, tirmmelines, amd miifestones for aecomplishine

project tasks. {30 poinfs)

State Charter Schools Program (CSP)Y Administration

The Flonda Department of Education intends 10 plement a sound and effective management plan (o

erisure that all objectives are achieved and services are delivered as promised i the gramt application. Th
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Charter Schools Office n the Ofhce of Independent Education and Pavental Choice (1EPC) will have lead
responsibility for directing, managing, and coordinating the project. This orgamzational placement 15 a

divect report 1o the Commussioner of Education and reflects Flonda's emphasis on mtiatives and strategies

that promote statewide education reform, schools choce, and accountablity,

In previous Charter School Program grant applications, the Dhrector of the Charter Schools (Hfice has been
identified as the person vesponsible for administration of the project and oversight of the subgrant awand
process. Ohver the vears, however, the Department has expanded the responsibilities of the Charter Schools
CHtiee Phrector to melude responsibility for the Virtual Education and Home BEducation programs,
Responsibility for these additional prograns has greatly mereased the time required for overall office
plaming, organizing, and admimistrative functions, At the same time, the rapid growth in Flonda's charter
school movement has greatly expanded the need for specialized techmeal assistance and training, program
evaluation, communicanon, monitoring and complance, and other activifies related to the implementation
of a comprehensive charter school program. Theretore, the Department will identify a position reporting
directly 1o the Charter Schools Odfice Phirector with responsibility for managng, adnunistering, and
reporting all Charter Schools Program grant activities, Currently, the Department 15 conducting a national

search for a project director with proven experience 1w both charter school program development and gramts

L

management. In the mterim, the Finance Dhrector n the Office of Independort BEducation and Pavental

b

Chotee 15 serving as the Charter Schools Program project divector (see attached vitad.

Addinonal staft supported by grant funds will mclude two full-time and one part-time program specialises
with responsibihity for providing charter school techmcal assistance to school districts, charter schools, and
other stakcholders, coordinating ramming and communications, tracking and mamtainng records and data
for staiistical reporting, and conducting onsite momtonng visits and desk compliance audits, In addivon w

the positions supported with gramt funds, several state-tunded positions have been reassigned 1o focus on

PR/Award # UPB2ANB0009 235



financial management and compliance 1ssues, with a magonty of staft tme devoted o providing assistanee

and ensunng comphiance with Charter Schools Program grant requirements.

Effective and successtul implementation of the Charter Schools Program grant reguires exiensive

coordination and collaboration with staft in key other offices and divisions of the Department, including:

o The Office of Grants Management oversees all aspects of grants management and will have an
orants and funds that are available for distribution as grants. The office also will assist as needed m
managing the competitions for gram programs, the application award, and amendment processes.

e The Compiroller’s Office and Office of K-12 Budget Management will provide service in the areas
of accounting, financial management iformation, pavroll, and ravel remmbursement to the
Department’s program administrators and (o subgram recipients as appropriate.

e Ongomyg coordination with the Division of K-12 Public Schools will ensure alignment of services to
charter schools with those of other public schools and will enhance communication and linkages among
the Department, school districts, charter schools, and potential charter school applicants. In particular,
coordination with this agency division will be necessary 1o more closely ahgn charter schools with the
state’s secondary reform imtiatives and requiremerts which are a key focus of the grant application.
The Bureaus of School Improvement, Public School Options, Exceptional Education and Student
Services, and Student Assistance provide statewide leadership and assistance necessary to establish
ared sustain high-guality charter schools, Other K-12 focused offices that are integral 1o the
implementation of the grant include the Just Read, Florida! Office and the Office of Mathematics
and Science.

e Asgisting charter schools m establishing carcer acadermies will require sigmificant collaboration with the
Division of Workforce Education and ongomg partnershup with the Division of Accountability,
Rescearch and Measurement 15 necessary (o ensure the accuracy, umeliness, and guality of charter

school data for accountability,
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As proposed i Flonida's 20058-08 Charter Schools Program grant applicanon, an mtradepartmental team
with charter school-related responsibilities was established i May 2003, This team has been meeting as
needed since then (o address diverse charter school 155ues and policies. Continuation of the teant™s work
during the proposed grant period will result 1n the production of policy publications and speaialized

techmcal assistance documents focusing on current charvter schoo! 15sues.

Management of Subgrant Awiard Process

Flonda awards planming, desion, and implementation grants for a period of up o three vears, with no more
than T8 months used for planmng and program design, and no move than twenty-four months used for immbial
implementation of the charter schools. Schools are reguired to submut only one application for this three-
yvear funding model. A school may submit an application to open a charter school 1o their district school
board or (o the Flonda Schools of Excellence (FSE}Y Commussion if the school district m which the FSE
charter school 15 to be located has not retained exclusive authornty o authorize charter schools, Flonda
charter school law authorzes sponsors to receive and review all applications for a charter school received
o o before August | ol each calendar vear for schools 10 be opened at the beginning of the next school
yeur, or 1o be opened at another time agreed upon by the applicant and ther sponsor. While the law
authorizes sponsors o recelve applications after the statutory deadhine, most applications for new schools
are submitted by August 1 of cach calendar vear, In accordance with Flonda policy, a charter school wall
be eligible to apply for charter school sub-grant funds when the sponsor approves the charter application.
The Department has procedures for reporting the receipt of charter school applications by the sponsor and
procedures for assigmng unmgue FROE school numbers when applications are approved. The Dlepartment
will operate an annual application and award cvele to enable schools 1o submit suborant applications wathin

a reasonable tme following approval of then charters.,

Charter schools awarded three-vear planmng, design, and implementation gramts will be reguired to meet

specthic tmelines and reportine requirements 1w order to remamn ehigible for further funding. The
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Departiment will monitor the timelines based on the date on which a new charter school recetves s first
award. Schools will be required 1o submat expenditure reports, tramning documentation, and budget reports,
including any revisions to the project. Funds will be awarded to schools based on a formula that provides
level funding for all reapients 1w the first and third vear of the three-vear sub-grant award and base funding
determined by the number of students enrolled in the school 1 the second vear of the award. The balance
of funds awarded o schools that do not successtully move mto the implementation stage of the grant wall be

_ _

reall ocated to new grant recipiens.

Manarement of Subgrant Application Review Process

At the local level, prior to the grant application coming to the Department, the applications will be reviewed
by the charter school governing board and then forwarded 1o the school distret or the Flonda Schools of
Fxcellence, which serve as sponsors. The grant application will require the signature of the superintendent

{or designeey or the Exccutive Phrector tor applications that are approved by the Flovida Schools of

Fxcellence (FSEY Commission.

The Drepartment has a central gramt receving and processing it for all state and federal granmts. A broad-
based conmumitice of individuals knowledgeable of public education and charter schools will conduct a peer
review of the applications, All peer reviewers will be required to verty that they have no contflict of
iterest with any of the apphications that they are assigned (o review. The Department has established a
scoring rubrice and will provide reviewer tramming o ensure the fanmess and integnity of the application
review process. Award selections will be based on merit, quality, and thoroughness as deternuned by points
awarded for the grant review crteria and all relevant mformation. Preferental pomts will be awarded to
charter schools that are reguesting funds 1o support secondary education programs and career acadernies.
All applications will be reviewed and evaluated 1o assure gmundelines of the federal regulations and state

reguirements are met. The Department will contract with a reviewer external 1o the state to penodically

39
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evaluate the subgramt process and the effectiveness of the policies and procedures relative to admimstraiion

of the program.

Other Charter Schools Related Activities

Section FOHOZ.33(22) b}, Flonda Statutes, reguires the Flonda Legislature to review the operation of charter
schools during the 2010 legmslative session. Based upon the Flonda Senate’s 2007 mterim project, a report
from the Auditor's General office, a report from a special umt of the Legisiature created by law to improve
services, guality, and efficiency of programs (Ofhce of Program Poliey Analvsis and Governnment
Accourabihtvy, the Department will ensure financial wiormation 1s provided i a timely fashion and 15

available to the members of cach charter school s governing board, The Department 15 establishing a team
of experts that will serve 1n a problem-solving capacity 1o assist school disinets and charter schools with
financial 1ssues. The Department will also develop and implement a more consistent charter application
process, charter approval process, renewal process, and the reporting of the charter school™s performance.
Furthermore, the Departiment plans to conduct an annual survey 1o determire the charter school satisfaction
of services provided by the sponsor and the Department; provide or coordinate traaning and techmeal
assistance for charter school applicants n developing business plans and estimating expenses; and develop
a modihied annual fnancad reporting template for chavter schools that would allow the distnet and stake o

nclude expenditures i educational cost reports.

The following model details the proposed project’s objectives, performance measures and outcomes.

40
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FLORIDA’S CHARTER SCHOOLS PROGRAM (CSPP) GRANT

OBJECTIVE 1: Build leadership capabilitics of charter school administrators, governing hboards, and authorizers to sustain high-quality charter
schools.

THE PROJECT OBJECTIVE RELATES TO THE PURPOSE OF THE CSP GRANT: The objective aligns with purpose of the Charter Schools
Program to increase national understanding of the charter schools model and expand the number of high-quality charter schools available to students across the
nation; it also supports Flonda's Strategic Imperative 5.0, to expand the quantity and improve the quality of educational options for Flornda families; and it
helps to achieve Flonda’'s educational goal related to ensuring a skilled workforce and economic development.

INPUTS =
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OBJECTIVE 1:
Build leadership capabilities of charter school administrators, boards and authorizers
to sustain high-quality charter schools.

1.A

1.B

1.C

PROCESS PERFORMANCE MEASURES

By the end of the first vear of the three-vear
crant, the FDOE will camplete the revision of a
tull sct of charter protocol documents—including
charter application, contract, renewal, and
opcrating guide—to clearly integrate tederal
CSP and state-mandated requirements and
cstablish standard guidance for quality tor all
charter schools.

By the cnd of the tirst quarter of the first vear of
the grant, the CSP statt will conduct a statewide
nceds assessment of charter school
administrators, boards, and authorizers to
identity and prioritize protessional development
training nceds.

During cach quarter of cach vear of the three-
vear grant, FDOE will provide at least one
training activity to address a nced identified
through the statewide necds assessment process.

1.1

1.2

OUTCOME PERFORMANCE MEASURES

By the end of the third vear of the grant, survey
rcsults tfrom at least 80% of all charter schools
and charter school sponsors will document that
the protocol documents arc ctfective in
sustaining high-quality charter schools. .

During cach vear of the three-vear grant,
representatives trom at least 90% of all charter
schools and sponsors will participate in at least
onc training activity conducted by the
Dcepartment to address an arca of need identified
in the statewide needs asscssment.
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OBJECTIVE 2:

THE PROJECT OBJECTIVE RELATES TO THE PURPOSE OF THE CSP GRANT:

FLORIDA’S CHARTER SCHOOLS PROGRAM (CSPP) GRANT

Strengthen the fiscal sustainability ot Florida’s charter schools.

The objective directly aligns with the Charter Schools

Program performance measure to expand the number of high-quality charter schools established 1n accordance with the Government Performance and Results
Act of 1993; 1t also supports Flornda’s Strategic Imperative 5.0, to expand the quantity and improve the quality of educational options for Flonda farmhes and
Strategic Imperative 7.0 to align financial resources with performance.

INPUTS
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OBJECTIVE 2:

Strengthen the fiscal sustainability of Florida’s charter schools.

2.A

2.B

PROCESS PERFORMANCE MEASURES

By the end of the first vear of the grant period,
the Department will develop at least tive
indicators for usc in identitving charter schools
that arc in a state of financial emergency.

During cach vear of the three-year grant, the
Department will conduct tinancial monitoring
visits or desk audits tor at least 530% of the
charter schools receiving CSP grant tunds.

2.1

2.2

2.3

OUTCOME PERFORMANCE MEASURES

During cach vear of the three-vear grant period,

representatives from at least 100% of new
charter schools that reccive CSP subgrant
tunding will attend tinancial management
training at the annual FDOE intormation
databasc workshop during their first vear ot
charter school operation.

At the end of the tirst vear of grant funding,

tewer than 20% of opcerating charter schools will

bc in a state of financial emergency as
dctermined by the state’s indicators.

At the end of the three-yvear grant period, fewer
that 10% of charter schools that reccived CSP
tunding during the grant period will be closed
duc to fiscal instability.
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FLORIDA’S CHARTER SCHOOLS PROGRAM (CSP') GRANT

OBJECTIVE 3: Increase the number ot high-quality charter schools in Florida, and in particular high-quality secondary schools, that cnable
students to make progress toward meceting state academic standards.

THE PROJECT OBJECTIVE RELATES TO THE PURPOSE OF THE CSP GRANT:  The objective directly aligns with the Charter Schools Program
performance measure to expand the number of charter schools established 1n accordance with the Government Performance and Results Act of 1993; 1t also
supports Flonda’s Strategic Imperative 5.0, to expand the quantity and improve the quality of educational options for Flonda farmhes.
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OBJECTIVE 3:
Increase the number of high-quality charter schools in Florida, and in particular high-quality secondary schools, that
enable students to make progress toward meeting state academic standards.

J.A

3.B

3.C

3.D

J.E

3.F

PROCESS PERFORMANCE MEASURES

During cach year of the three-yvear grant, the
Department will operate an application and
award cvcle to allow 100% of cligible new
charter schools to receive CSP planning and
program design funding within two months ot
mecting all subgrant review criteria.

During cach vear of the three-year grant, the
Department will operate an application and
award cycle to allow 100% of cligible schools to
rceeeive CSP implementation funds within once
month of meeting all subgrant review criteria.

During cach vear of the three-yvear grant,
Department statt will conduct at least one
monitoring visit or desk audit tor at least 30% of
charter schools receiving CSP implementation
subgrants.

During cach vear of the three-year grant, the
Department will provide at least two new charter
school applicant training activitics.

During cach vear of the three-year grant, the
charter schools office statt will conduct at least
onc workshop for new subgrant awardces.

By the end of the second and third vear of the
srant period, the projeet evaluators will produce

a written report assessing the Department’s CSP
application and award cvcle.

3.1

3.2

3.3

34

3.5

OUTCOME PERFORMANCE MEASURES

Fund at lcast 30 new charter schools during cach
vear of the three-yvear grant period.

In cach vear ot the grant period, at least 25% of
the tunded schools will be serving sccondary
students in grades six through cight.

By the end of the three-year grant period, at
least five new charter schools reeciving subgrant
tunding will be implementing a carcer academy
modcl for students in grades nine through
twelve.

Of new charter schools that reccive CSP tfunding
during the three-yvear grant, at least 45% will
mcet all Adequate Yearly Progress criteria by
the end of their tirst implementation vear.

At least 60% of charter schools that have
reccived CSP grant tunds will carn a state
pertormance grade of “B” or higher tor cach
vear of the grant period.
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FLORIDA’S CHARTER SCHOOLS PROGRAM (CSPP) GRANT

OBJECTIVE 4: Incrcase the academic achicvement of charter school students.

THE PROJECT OBJECTIVE RELATES TO THE PURPOSE OF THE CSP GRANT: The objective directly aligns with the Charter Schools
Program performance measure to increase the percentage of charter school students who are achieving at or above the proficient level on state examinations 1n
mathematics and reading; 1t also supports Flornda’s State Board of Education mission for K-20 education by focusing on goals for (1) Highest Student
Achievement and (2} Skilled Workforce and Economic Development.

INPUTS =

Investments

FDOEL Staft

Money

Time
Materials

Technology

State Statntes/
Rules/Policies

CS5P Resources/
Gnidelines

State Partners
and Advocates

Project
Evalnators
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OBJECTIVE 4:
Increase the academic achievement of charter school students.

4.A

4.8

PROCESS PERFORMANCE MEASURES

During cach quarter ot the three-yvear grant, the
Department’s intra-agency charter school team
will develop and produce at Ieast once publication
providing specialized technical assistance and
suidance on a statewide charter school policy or
issuc.

During the grant period, the Department will
contract with a third-party cvaluator to study
and report on successtul, high-quality teaching
mcthods in Florida’s charter schools that lead to
increasced student achicvement as measured by
FCAT scores, AYP, and additional indicators.

4.1

4.2

4.3

4.4

4.5

OUTCOME PERFORMANCE MEASURES

For cach vear of the three-yvear grant period, the
release of FCAT data will show the percentage of
charter school students who are achicving at or
above Achicvement Level 3 in mathematics will
bec higher than the previous year.

For cach vcar of the three-vear grant period, the
release of FCAT data will show the pereentage of
charter school students who are achicving at or
above Achicvement Level 3 in reading will be

higher than the previous vear.

For cach vear of the three-year grant period, the
release of FCAT data will show the percentage of
charter school students who arce achicving at or
above Achicvement Level 3 in sciecnee will be
higher than the previous yvear

By the end of the three-year grant period, the
percentage of charter high school students
passing Advanced Placement exams will be equal
to or higher than the percentage of traditional
public school students passing Advanced
Placement exams.

By the end of the three-year grant period, the
pereentage of charter high school students who
sraduatce as defined by the state will be improved
trom the 2007-08 bascline vear.
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FLORIDA’S CHARTER SCHOOLS PROGRAM (CSPP) GRANT

OBJECTIVE 5:  Disscminate hest practices from charter schools that have had success in increasing student achicvement among charter schools
and other public schools in Florida.

THE PROJECT OBJECTIVE RELATES TO THE PURPOSE OF THE CSP GRANT:  The objective aligns with the purpose of the Charter Schools
Program to expand the number of high quality charters by dissenunating information about charter schools and successful practices in charter schools; 1t
supports Flonda’s Strategic Imperative 5.0, to expand the quantity and improve the quality of educational options for Flonda farmbhies; and 1t helps achieve the
state’s goal of quality efficient services by expanding and replicating proven best practices.

INPUTS =

Investments

FDOEL Staft

Money

Time
Materials

Technology

State Statntes/
Rules/Policies

CS5P Resources/
Gnidelines

State Partners
and Advocates

Project
Evalnators
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OBJECTIVE 5:

Disseminate best practices from charter schools that have had success in increasing student
achievement among charter schools and other public schools in Florida.

5.A

5.B

5.D

PROCESS PERFORMANCE MEASURES

For cach vear of the three-vear grant, the 5.1
Department will operate a competitive
application and award cycle that will allow
cligible charter schools to reccive dissemination
tunding within onc month of mecting all
subgrant criteria. 5.2

For cach vear of the three-vear grant, the
Decpartment’s charter schools statt will conduct
at lcast onc monitoring visit to 100% of charter
schools recciving CSP dissemination funds to 5.3
document progress toward subgrant goals and
objectives.

During cach vear of the three-year grant, the
Department’s charter schools statt will employ a
minimum of three strategics to market charter
schools best practices.

OUTCOME PERFORMANCE MEASURES

For cach vear of the three-vear grant, fund at
lcast two charter schools dissecmination
subgrants that meet annual com petitive
prioritics.

During the first year of their subgrant, 100% of
disscmination subgrantces will make at least onc

public presentation of their project at Florida’s
annual statewide charter school conference.

During the second vear of their subgrant, 100%
of disscmination subgrantces will make at least
onc public presentation of their project at a
meeting, conference, or public venuce other than
Florida’s annual statewidce charter school
conterence.

30



v, The SEA will use grant funds to support quality disseminafion activities {13 points) that have a

strong likelthood to improve student achievement {15 points). (30 points total)

The Department proposes 1o reserve up 1o 10% of the Charter School Grant funds 1o promote promising
practices at successiul charter schools that have been m operation for at least three consecutive years and
have demonstrated overall success, mcluding: (1) substantial progress in improving studert acadenc
achievement; (23 high levels of parent satisfaction; and (3 ) management and leadership necessary o
overcome rmtal start up problenss and establish a thnving, financially viable charter school. Since the
2000-2001 school vear, the Departiment has awarded 63 dissenunation gramts to 30 currently operating
schools for a wtal amount of 53,544,179, Project awards ranged from 523,000 10 5199,000. Based upon

the purposes of the dissermmation activities, these grants were awarded for @ one or two vear penod.

Phssemination grants were awarded o charter schools to support activities that assist new public schools
i operating (ncluding new public charter schools) or as a means for charter schools 1o share best
practices with other public schools. Sample activities from previous dissenination srants nclude the
tollowmng: (1 assisting mdividuals with the planmng and program development of one oF more new
public schools, including charter schools; (2) developing partnerships with other public schools 1o serve
as mentors, including charter schools, designed to improve student performance 1n cach of the schools
participating 1 the partnership; (3) developing cumculum matenals, assessments, and other materals that
promote nereased student achievement and are based on best practices within the assisting charter school;
(4} conducting evaluations and developing materials that document promuising practices of the assistiing
charter school and that are designed (o improve student achievement; and (3} developing professional
development matenals that address governance, personnel 15sues, finance and accounting, and

accreditation methodology.

For the three-vear grant period, the Department proposes (o continue providing Anancial support (o

-

existing successiul chavter schools by designing and implementing a state dissenmnation arant plan with

L
pasaul
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the goal of expanding choice options for parents and capacity of the public school system. The plan wall

-

focus prionties for the gant application ontena for eligible charter schools with promusing practices that
address early childhood hiteracy; increased parent mvolvement and parent satisfaction; hhgh guality
tcachers; and effective parinerships among charter school, traditional public schools, and other

commumity orgamzations. The Department recogmizes the contribution that charter schools have

-

supporting and impacting the Departiment’s Strategic Plan i such areas as mereasing the supply of highly
cttective teachers; setting, aligning, and apply acadermie curmicular and testing standards; improving
student rates of leaming, improving the quality of mstructional leadership; mereasing the guantity and
guality of educational options for paremts and distncts; and aligning workforce education programs with
the skill reguirements of the new cconomy. A broad-based commitice of individuals knowledgeable of
public education and the charter school concept will review the applications. The Department will
establish a scoring rubric and provide reviewer traming o ensure the fanmess and megnty of the
application roview process. Award selections will be based on ment, guality, and thoroughness as

et review ortena and all relevant indormanion. All applications

L

deternmuned by points awarded for the

will be reviewed and evaluated to assure gwdelines of the federad regulations and state regquirements are

met.
The Department plans (o expand current methods and strategmes for informing teachers, parents,

communities, ardd other stakeholders regarding the opportumities o apply for state dissemination grants.
Information announcing Flonda™s charter school planning and implementation grants and dissemination
orants will be widely disseminated to all school districts, state umversity presidents, community college

presidents, current charter schools, and other stakcholders, and will be provided electronically and in hard
copy formats. The department will use 118 paperless communication systemn which includes thousands of
subscribers, including public and private stakcholders. The grant announcerment and relevant gram

workshops and regonal mectings will be posted on the department’s website. The Department wall also

erthance partnership efforts with the charter school professional orgamizations and assoaations m the stale

L
[
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{0 enSUre maximum communication with mterested stakeholders, The state will also provide
opportunities for dissermnation grant recipients (o share promusing practices at state conferences
workshops, and regional meetings. The desenption of funded projects will be posted on the Departiment’s

Web site and shared with all schoo! distmot supenntendents and other stakeholders.

T

Vi, The SE A will have arr evaluaition plan that is desioned to produce gualitafive and gnanfifafiive

datea to the extent possible. 130 points).

In eftforts to facihitate a guality evaluation and further contribute o findings regarding the effectiveness of
the Chavter Schools Program grant, the Depavtment has obtamned agreement from the Allumcee for Applied
Rescarch i Education and Anthropology (AAREBEA) at the University of South Flonda to evaluate the
project. Under the leadership of a nationally recogmzed rescarch, Dy, Kathryvn Borman, the AAREA 15
comprised of @ muludisaplinary research team that has conducted numerous research studies involving
educational reform and school choice policies (see attached vita and credentialsy, Additionally, the
Alliance 13 partnening with the Department 0 evaluate Flonda™s 2007-2012 Voluntary Public School

horce (VPSC) Project, which complements the charter school mtiatives and activities proposed i the

Charter Schools Program proposed project.

The project’s objectives are aligned with the purpose of the federal Charter Schools Program and the
poerformance measures established i accordance with the Government Performance and

Results Act of 1993, The objectives also support the cight strategic imperatives established by the State
Board of Education for accomplishing Flonda™s goals for a K-20 educational system. The performance
measures are clearly related to the intended outcomes of the project will produce both guantitative and
gualitative data. The performance measures were developed to answer four very necessary guestions: (1)
what will change; (2} how much will change; (3) who will achieve the change; and (4) when does the
change oceur? The project’s evaluation will regure the establishment of a baseline, followed by the

coliection of actuad performance data for comparnison with an annual tareet, The evaluation will serve two

L
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purposes: (1} deternune 1 the performance measures for cach of the objectives were met as proposed in
the project application, and (2} determune if the project objectives were achieved as outlined 11 the
management model. The evaluators will assist in determning project benchmarks and then assist
analyzing and interpreting program data for data-driven decision making about strategies, budgets and
statfing, activities, oF program structure. By using this process evaluation, the evaluators will work with
Department staft to assess the need for and implement mad-course adjustments {o better accomplish

project objectives.

Data Collection and Analvsis

Flonda 15 recogmzed nationally as a leader i education data collection and management. The
Department muantains g statewide automated student and statt databases provide extensive data elements
that are collected and reported regularly by all Flonda school districts, Omnee reported, data for most of
the reporting elements can be extracted by school, distnet, and state levels, In addition 1o current schood
vear data, the Department’s K-20 Bducation Data Warchouse (EDW  integrates exasting, transiormed data
extracted from multiple sources that are avalable at the state level, It provides a single repository of data
concerning students served m the K-20 public education system as well as educational facilities,
cunculum and statt wvolved 1 instructional achivities, The EDW provides idividual student and school
data that are longitudinal from 1993, which will be of particular importance 1 establishing basehine data
for the project. This will enable the project evaluators 1o frack charter school students over time and
across delivery systems, thus determining when astudent has entered a charter school and all movement
within the school system until the student graduates, ransiions (o postsecondary education or enters the
workforee. Data elements 1o be extracted from the state™s automated database and warchouse for studont
tracking and comparson will melude, but may not be mited 100 demographics, school enroliments,
course enrollments, test scores, and attendance. Staft data from states automated database and warchouse
will provide data o evaluate objectives relating to charter school admimstrators, teachers and other

leaders.

L
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The project evaluator wall design and manage a data system o collect and store the required data, To

facitate comparisons between charter schools and traditional public schools, the data will be mumntained

I a4 manner consistent the state’s stadl and student database, including but not imited o common layouts,

formats, wWdentifiers, demographics, and course information. Routine backup of the data will be performed

by the evaluator to aveud data loss, In addition (o guantitative data, the evaluator will conduct site visis
ared develop or adapt instruments and surveys o mather gualitative information such as parental
satsfaction with chavter schools, Some gualitative evaluation activities may be done i comjunction with
activities required i Flonda™s Voluntary Public School Chowce Project as a way of more efficiently using
avarable resources. Regular mectings with Department stalt and the USE evaluation staft will be
conducted to ensure coordination and collaboration. An annual evaluation veport will available per
contractual arrangement within 60 days prior (o federal annuad reporting deadhines. A final veport will be

subnutied (o the Department for imclusion m the project’s final three-vear grant report.

L
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Project Narrative
Other Narrative

Attachment |
Title: Pages: Uploaded File: 9314-Mandatory_Resumes_and_Vilae.pdf

Attachment 2:
Title: Pages: Uploaded File: 6215-Appendices.pdf
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