Amendment to the South Dakota Department of Education’s Approved ESEA Flexibility Request 

The following is a summary of the South Dakota Department of Education’s amendment request. The U.S. Department of Education (ED) is approving the following amendments because South Dakota’s ESEA flexibility request, as amended, continues to be aligned with the principles of ESEA flexibility. 
Please refer to ED’s website: www.ed.gov/admins/lead/account/stateplans03/index.html for South Dakota’s original and amended ESEA flexibility requests.  

AMENDMENT REQUESTS #1

2A.i State Developed Recognition, Accountability and Support
Revisions: South Dakota requests to remove the measure of percent of students who take the ACT from the College and Career Readiness calculation (#1 above) and weight #2 and #3 equally, with each of them accounting for 50 percent of the points for this indicator.

AMENDMENT REQUEST #2

2A.i State Developed Recognition, Accountability and Support
Revisions: South Dakota proposes to eliminate the ability for schools to earn additional School Performance Index points.

AMENDMENT REQUEST #3

2A.i State Developed Recognition, Accountability and Support
Revisions: South Dakota proposes to use only the four-year cohort graduation rate for the High School Completion Rate indicator for the 2012−2013 school year, and include the GED rate in subsequent years.

AMENDMENT REQUEST #4

2.B Annual Measureable Objectives (AMOs)

Revisions: South Dakota is now requesting to revise its waiver to clearly indicate that assessment data from the 2011−12 school year would serve as the base year for AMO targets.

AMENDMENT REQUEST #5

2.D.iii Priority Schools
Revisions: Removed the implementation of Response to Intervention in year one of implementation of interventions.  

AMENDMENT REQUEST #6

2.D.iv Priority Schools
Revisions: South Dakota is now proposing to use a four-year timeline for working with its designated Priority Schools.  The first of the four years (2012−2013) will be considered a planning year; the remaining three years will be implementation years starting in 2013−2014.  Implementation of interventions aligned with all of the turnaround principles must begin no later than year one, 2013-2014.
AMENDMENT REQUEST #7

2.D.v Priority Schools
Revisions: South Dakota will allow priority schools to apply to exit this designation after four years from the original year of identification, if they meet the additional required criteria to exit.
