Amendments to Puerto Rico’s Approved ESEA Flexibility Request 

The following is a summary of approved amendments to Puerto Rico’s approved ESEA flexibility request.  The U.S. Department of Education (ED) approves the following amendments because Puerto Rico’s ESEA flexibility request, as amended, continues to be aligned with the principles of ESEA flexibility.  Please refer to ED’s website (www.ed.gov/esea/flexibility) for Puerto Rico’s approved ESEA flexibility request.

· Develop and Administer Annual, Statewide, Aligned, High-Quality Assessments that Measure Student Growth (Element 1.C)

Revision: Establishes the administration, during the 2014−2015 school year, of Statewide mathematics and Spanish language arts assessments newly-developed by Puerto Rico and aligned with new academic standards, which have been certified by Puerto Rico’s Institution of Higher Education as college- and career-ready and which will be implemented beginning in the 2014−2015 school year. 

· Develop and Implement a State-Based System of Differentiated Recognition, Accountability and Support (2.A)

Revision: Establishes the use of three years of student performance data (increase from two years), for the 2010−2011, 2011−2012 and 2012−2013 school years, for the identification of priority, focus and reward schools.
Revision: Revises methodology for the calculation of achievement gaps in the identification of focus and reward schools moving forward to allow “half-credit” for students that are assessed at the “basic” level, which is below proficiency, particularly in order to differentiate between those potential focus schools that demonstrate 0 percent proficiency otherwise.

