Amendments to New Mexico’s Approved ESEA Flexibility Request 

The following is a summary of approved amendments to New Mexico’s ESEA flexibility request.  The U.S. Department of Education (ED) approves these amendments because New Mexico’s ESEA flexibility request, as amended, continues to be aligned with the principles of ESEA flexibility.  Please refer to ED’s website for New Mexico’s approved ESEA flexibility request (www.ed.gov/esea/flexibility).
· Priority Schools (2.D)

Revision: Provides updated information regarding the requirements for New Mexico’s priority schools, including more rigorous oversight for those that have been identified as priority schools for three years. 

· Focus Schools (2.E)

Revision: Provides updated information regarding the requirements for New Mexico’s focus schools, including more rigorous oversight for those that have been identified as focus schools for three years.  
· Develop and Adopt Guidelines for Local Teacher and Principal Evaluation and Support Systems (3.A)

Revision: Implements a system of graduated considerations, whereby educators with less than three years of student achievement data available have these measures incorporated in their summative ratings at a reduced weighting.  Despite the reduced weighting, a teacher must be effective based upon the student achievement measures in order to receive a summative evaluation of effective or better.       
