Approved Amendments to Louisiana’s ESEA Flexibility Request 

The following is a summary of approved amendments to Louisiana’s ESEA flexibility request.  The U.S. Department of Education (ED) approves these amendments because Louisiana’s ESEA flexibility request, as amended, continues to be aligned with the principles of ESEA flexibility.  Please refer to ED’s flexibility website (http://www2.ed.gov/policy/elsec/guid/esea-flexibility/map/la.html) for Louisiana’s complete ESEA flexibility request. 

Transition to College and Career Ready Standards (1.B)

Revision: Replacement of discontinued strategies with revised strategies, as per recommendations in Part B monitoring report. 

Develop and Implement a State-Based System of Differentiated Recognition, Accountability and Support (2.A) 

Revision: To ensure stability during the transition to new standards and assessments, school and district letter grades will be aligned to the distribution of letter grades in 2013-2014 such that the distribution of school and district letter grades stays the same or better until a new baseline is set in 2015−2016.

Revision: Deletion of non-required elements from reporting. 

Reward Schools (2.C)

Revision: Elimination of guaranteed financial awards for reward schools. 

Priority Schools (2.D)

Revision: Revisions indicating that all priority schools are now charter schools and that none remain under the direct management of the Recovery School District. 
Focus Schools (2.E)

Revision: Clarification that a school that was designated as a focus school because it earned a grade of F remains on the focus school list, even if its school grade improves.  A school must earn a grade above an F for two consecutive years in order to exits focus status.
Revision: Removal of some originally planned focus school interventions, replacing them with updated interventions.  
Other Title I Schools (2.F)

Revision: Removal of some originally planned school interventions, replacing them with updated interventions.  

Building SEA, LEA and School Capacity to Improve Student Learning (2.G)

Revision: Removal of some originally planned activities, replacing them with updated activities.  

