HIGHLIGHTS OF OKLAHOMA’S ESEA FLEXIBILITY REQUEST

COLLEGE- AND CAREER-READY expectations FOR ALL STUDENTS

Oklahoma adopted rigorous English language arts and math standards now in place in 45 other States and the District of Columbia, with a strong transition plan that includes conducting alignment studies between current standards and college- and career-ready standards, enhancing data systems, placing 60 coaches throughout the State to assist with implementation, and establishing a network to coordinate professional development, capacity-building, and feedback from parents and the community.  To support English Learners, Oklahoma is instituting the English language development standards of the 27-State World-Class Instructional Design and Assessment (WIDA) consortium.  Oklahoma is creating a framework to improve outcomes for all students with disabilities and is working to align special education initiatives and assessments with college- and career-ready standards.
IMPROVED STATE AND DISTRICT ACCOUNTABILITY FOR ALL STUDENTS

Index System that Provides Incentives for Student Growth at all Levels: Oklahoma created a system of differentiated recognition, accountability, and support under which each school is assigned a letter grade, from A to F, based on proficiency, growth, and whole school improvement (incorporating a range of factors, such as graduation rate, school culture indicators, and parent and community engagement).  To provide greater differentiation among schools, Oklahoma will assign a “Grade+” or “Grade-” based on additional criteria, including whether subgroups met performance targets and whether teachers and principals were deemed effective.  This system will incentivize high-scoring schools to strive for continuous improvement, while ensuring that underperforming schools are held accountable for all students and all student subgroups.
Ambitious Performance Targets: Oklahoma has established new performance targets in math, reading, graduation and attendance for all students and for each of nine student subgroups (when there are a minimum of 25 students in the group), including English Learners, students with disabilities, general education students, African-American students, Caucasian students, Asian students, Hispanic students, American Indian students, and economically disadvantaged students.   

Renewed Focus on Closing Achievement Gaps: Oklahoma will identify the schools with students experiencing the greatest challenges in academic performance as “Focus schools” and design interventions to improve student performance.  To identify schools with large achievement gaps, Oklahoma has created a combined subgroup, comprising the lowest performing 25% of all students.  The combined subgroup will allow Oklahoma to hold schools accountable for the growth and performance of a greater number of students.  For example, the number of economically disadvantaged students accounted for in low performing schools will increase from 24,349 to 49,671, an increase of over 103%. 
Aggressive Plan for Turning Around the Lowest-Performing Schools: Oklahoma will identify the lowest-performing schools in the State as “Priority schools” and ensure that districts implement meaningful interventions in these schools.  Each district with a Priority school must demonstrate that it has the capacity to support dramatic improvement over three years by committing to implement the turnaround principles, from providing effective leadership to strengthening the school’s instructional program, beginning in the 2012-2013 school year.  Oklahoma will create a Priority Schools Advisory Board to review and support each district’s implementation of interventions.  

Increased Accountability and Support for Districts:  Oklahoma has designed a Statewide System of Support to increase the capacity of schools and districts and offer varying levels of assistance based on need.  Under this system, standard professional development and technical assistance will be offered to all schools, additional targeted support will be provided to schools with specific student subgroup needs, and intensive, comprehensive support will be provided to the lowest performing schools.  All schools must develop and annually update a school improvement plan identifying school-specific interventions and supports. 
Transparently Reporting on Students’ Progress: Each school and district will receive a report card that includes the school or district’s A-F letter grade, including the + or -, and performance against its targets, for all students and disaggregated by the nine student subgroups.  
SUPPORTING EFFECTIVE INSTruCTION AND LEADERSHIP

Oklahoma state law requires a teacher and leader evaluation system to be implemented by each district by the 2013-2014 school year using a five-tier rating system based on both qualitative and quantitative measures.  Oklahoma is in the process of finalizing guidelines regarding teacher and leader evaluations, and the districts will pilot evaluation systems during the 2012-2013 school year.
