HIGHLIGHTS OF NEW MEXICO’S ESEA FLEXIBILITY REQUEST

COLLEGE- AND CAREER-READY expectations FOR ALL STUDENTS
New Mexico has adopted rigorous English language arts and mathematics standards now in place in 45 other states and the District of Columbia, with a strong plan to transition to the new standards by the 2013-14 school year.   The State shared the transition plan with schools and districts statewide at the end of January 2012.  New Mexico is a member of the Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and Careers consortium under the Race to the Top Assessment Program and a member of the World-Class Instructional Design and Assessment consortium for English language proficiency standards and assessments.
IMPROVED STATE AND DISTRicT ACCOUNTABILITY AND SUPPORT FOR ALL STUDENTS 

A-F Grading System based on High Expectations and Multiple Measures: New Mexico gives each school a grade (A-F) based on an index that includes student achievement and growth, graduation rate, attendance, and college and career readiness measures including AP/IB participation and performance and dual enrollment.  New Mexico will focus on the growth of the lowest performing students by giving schools as much credit for the growth of the bottom quartile as for the growth of the top three quartiles. The school grading index also provides bonus points for parent engagement and student participation in extracurricular activities. 

Ambitious Performance Targets: New Mexico established new performance targets for reading, math and graduation rates and set targets to close achievement gaps between the lowest performing and highest performing students.   

Renewed Focus on Closing Achievement Gaps: New Mexico will identify the schools in the State with the greatest challenges for groups of students as “Focus schools” and demand interventions to improve student performance.  The State is identifying additional schools with the largest achievement gaps between the schools’ lowest quartile subgroup and the state’s high quartiles subgroup. These schools will be required to provide interventions targeted to improve subgroup achievement.
To capture more schools in the accountability system, New Mexico is using a combined subgroup representing the lowest performing quartile, removing any minimum n-size, and including even non-full academic year students in the accountability system.  New Mexico estimates 20,000 more students will be included in the accountability system due to removing full academic year. By eliminating n-size, New Mexico estimates they will include 175 additional schools in the accountability system.  
Aggressive Plan for Turning Around the Lowest-Performing Schools: New Mexico will identify the lowest-performing schools in the State as “Priority schools” and ensure that districts implement meaningful interventions in these schools. Schools will conduct reading and math program checks and instructional and curricular audits, develop intervention plans based on data, and implement interventions for three years.  All Priority schools will begin implementing interventions in the 2012-13 school year.  
Building Capacity for School Improvement: The State will use the annual budget and program approval process to identify districts where more than half of ESEA subgroups are not meeting their targets and will then work with districts on implementing targeted interventions.  Districts with ESEA subgroup achievement gaps must align funds, strategies, and supports to target the needs of low-performing subgroups.   
SUPPORTING EFFECTIVE INSTruCTION AND LEADERSHIP

New Mexico is putting in place a redesigned statewide teacher and principal evaluation system that uses multiple measures to determine educator effectiveness and is based on the impact of student growth and academic achievement.  New Mexico’s districts will fully implement the evaluation system during the 2013-14 school year.  Information from the evaluation system will be used to improve instruction and drive professional development.  
