HIGHLIGHTS OF MINNESOTA’S ESEA FLEXIBILITY REQUEST

COLLEGE- AND CAREER-READY EXPECTATIONS FOR ALL STUDENTS
Commitment to Implementing Higher Standards:  Minnesota has adopted high English language arts standards now in place in 45 other states and the District of Columbia, and has provided a letter of support from its State institutions of higher education confirming that the State’s academic standards in math are well aligned with the knowledge and skills students need to succeed in credit-bearing coursework.
IMPROVED STATE AND DISTRICT ACCOUNTABILITY AND SUPPORT FOR ALL STUDENTS 

Transparently Reporting on Students’ Progress:  As a public transparency mechanism, Minnesota will continue making determinations of whether schools make adequate yearly progress (AYP), to which it will add its new accountability index.
Ambitious Performance Targets:  Minnesota established new performance targets for reading and math based on reducing by half the percentage of students in the “all students” group and in each subgroup that are not proficient.
Renewed Focus on Closing Achievement Gaps:  Minnesota’s new accountability index rewards schools that are able to achieve strong gains in student learning and close persistent achievement gaps. It will equally weight student proficiency, student growth, the reduction in achievement gaps, and, at the high school level, graduation rates.  Minnesota’s index places a strong emphasis on smaller groups of students, increasing the significance of subgroup performance in school ratings.
Aggressive Plan for Turning Around the Lowest-Performing Schools:  Minnesota will identify the lowest-performing schools in the State as “Priority schools” and ensure that districts implement meaningful interventions in these schools.  The Minnesota School Improvement and Support Model features a tiered system of support to identified schools and includes coaching to address specific needs and provides oversight, monitoring, and direct technical assistance.
Increased Accountability and Support for Districts:  Minnesota will provide a statewide system of support to build capacity, provide a platform for disseminating and reinforcing the use of effective, research-based instructional strategies, and support relevant and timely professional development for a teachers of all students, including English learners and students with disabilities.
SUPPORTING EFFECTIVE INSTRUCTION AND LEADERSHIP

Assessing Performance using Multiple Valid Measures:  Minnesota’s State legislature passed laws mandating teacher and principal evaluations, based in significant part on student growth, that must take full effect by 2014-15. The statute requires the State to draft model evaluation systems, and districts must either adopt the State’s model or have their own system approved by the State as equally rigorous.
