HIGHLIGHTS OF ILLINOIS’ ESEA FLEXIBILITY REQUEST

COLLEGE- AND CAREER-READY expectations FOR ALL STUDENTS

Illinois has adopted rigorous English language arts and math standards now in place in 43 other States and the District of Columbia and is fully implementing the standards in the 20132014 school year. The transition to new standards has included professional development, ongoing technical assistance, and the use of a variety of online resources.  Illinois is a governing State in the Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and Careers consortium under the Race to the Top Assessment Program.  Illinois has also adopted English language proficiency standards aligned to its college- and career-ready standards. 
IMPROVED STATE AND DISTRICT ACCOUNTABILITY FOR ALL STUDENTS

Ambitious Performance Targets: Illinois developed and adopted rigorous new performance targets that will reduce by half the percentage of students in the “all students” group and in each subgroup who are not proficient within six years.  
Renewed Focus on Closing Achievement Gaps:  Illinois will identify the schools in the State with the greatest challenges for groups of students as “Focus schools” and demand interventions to improve student performance.  During the 20142015 school year, Focus schools will receive support from a coach while undergoing a comprehensive audit to determine specific needs. During the 20152016 school year, a District Assistance Team will assist Focus schools as they continue to implement targeted intervention strategies designed to close their achievement gaps.
To capture more schools in the accountability system, Illinois is lowering the minimum number of students necessary for individual subgroup performance to be considered (known as “n-size”) from 45 to 10, and is creating a new combined subgroup of English Learners, students with disabilities, and low-income students.  As a result, Illinois will hold an additional 287 schools and 37 districts accountable for students in this combined subgroup.  Illinois is also creating a new subgroup composed of former English Learners, and holding schools and districts accountable for their performance.

Aggressive Plan for Turning Around the Lowest-Performing Schools: Illinois will identify the lowest-performing schools in the State as “Priority schools” and will build on its progress to date in implementing models in 23 SIG schools to launch similar interventions in 124 additional Priority schools in the 20142015 school year.  Districts with Priority schools will receive extensive State-level assistance and oversight.  
Building Capacity for School Improvement though Increasing Support for Districts: Illinois will take a district-level approach to accountability and assistance through its State System of Support (SSoS), which provides support to schools through a regional delivery system. Within SSoS, the Illinois State Board of Education is creating a Center for School Improvement, which will coordinate with districts in supporting most Priority schools.  Priority schools in designated “high-priority” districts, whose capacity is more limited, will receive a more intensive level of service from a unit in the State agency’s Center for District Accountability and Oversight.
Transparently Reporting on Students’ Progress:  Illinois will continue to report all current performance data by subgroup on its report cards, including progress against the State’s new performance targets.  Illinois has also modified school district and school report cards to include 27 indicators of school effectiveness that support Illinois’ college- and career-ready agenda. 
SUPPORTING EFFECTIVE INSTruCTION AND LEADERSHIP

Illinois has adopted guidelines for local teacher and principal evaluation and support systems that will ensure that these systems consider multiple measures of teacher and principal performance, including instructional and leadership practice and school- and classroom-level data on student growth.  Some districts are already piloting systems that include most elements required by the State’s guidelines.  In the 20142015 and 20152016 school years, an increasing number of districts will implement systems that are consistent with the State’s guidelines and include student growth.  In the 20162017 school year, all districts in Illinois will implement evaluation and support systems that are consistent with the State’s guidelines.  
