OPTIONAL ESEA FLEXIBILITY EXTENSION TEMPLATE LETTER

Dear Secretary Duncan:

I am writing to request a one-year extension of [State’s] ESEA flexibility, so that [State] can continue to implement ESEA flexibility through the end of the 2014–2015 school year.

[State] seeks to extend ESEA flexibility through the end of the 2014–2015 school year because [include description, including examples, of how the waiver has been effective in enabling State to carry out the activities for which ESEA flexibility was requested, including how ESEA flexibility has contributed to improved student achievement].  
Extension of [State’s] ESEA flexibility through the end of the 2014–2015 school is also in the public interest because [include description, including examples, of how extending ESEA flexibility is in the public interest].
[For a state requesting an extension with no changes to its ESEA flexibility request.]
With this letter, [State] affirms that it is implementing its ESEA flexibility request as approved on [insert date of most recent approval] without changes.  
[For a state proposing amendments to its ESEA flexibility request—only include attachments that apply in your specific situation.]
As part of the extension process, [State] proposes changes to its currently approved ESEA flexibility request.  Attached please find the following documents:
(1) a completed amendment request template, reflecting the necessary consultation of stakeholders and describing any substantive amendments the State is making to its approved request, including those required to address ESEA flexibility Part B monitoring “next steps,” conditions on the State’s request, high-risk status, or any optional substantive amendments proposed;
(2) a redlined version of the [State’s] currently approved ESEA flexibility request reflecting all proposed changes; and
(3) any additional evidence or documentation required to support the extension request.
I understand that these documents will be reviewed to ensure that they comply with the principles and timelines of ESEA flexibility.  
Thank you for your consideration of this request.







Signed,







Chief State School Officer

Attachments (as appropriate)
(1) Completed amendment request template

(2) Red-lined version of ESEA flexibility request

(3) Additional evidence or documentation supporting the extension request
