Forums and Summits
Parent forums are part of the outreach efforts of the family engagement team.   The forums inform, educate, and train parents to become partners in learning, advisors and advocates, and decision-makers. Upon request a business or group partner with a member of the team for the planning of the forum.  In order to plan for the forum the family engagement team member will need approximately six to eight weeks of time totally dedicated to walking their partner through the planning process which includes, finding a venue, scheduling a date, recruiting presenters, contacting the state, drafting an agenda, planning the program and scheduling meetings to receive status reports and plan next steps. The majority of their time during this six to eight week period is spent planning.
A special listening and learning session was held in Chicago so that Assistant Secretary Peter Cunningham could hear the concerns of parents. As a result of the listening and learning session, a workshop for parents with children with special needs was held in 2011.  In addition, OSERS/OSEP partnered with OCO to develop a webinar for parents.  A link to the webinar can be found on the Parent and Families website.

The state, other ED offices, and agencies have partnered with Office of Communication and Outreach to have the forums and provide staff to present at the workshops.  The other ED offices involved are Office of Special Education and Rehabilitative Services, Office of Civil Rights, Office of Innovation and Improvement, and Office of Elementary and Secondary Education.  The other agencies have been the Department of Justice and Health and Human Services.  Forums and summits have been held across the country in partnership with National Alliance of Black School Educators, Modern Parent Magazine, Congreso de Latinos Unidos, National Parent Teacher Association (PTA), National Coalition of ESEA Title I Parents, Coalition of Minority Parents, Garland Independent School District (TX), Omaha Public School District (NE), Southern University at New Orleans, Malcolm X College, Nova Southeastern University, and other organizations, colleges, universities and school districts.  

Below is a list of events held since 2010:
There were four forums and one summit in 2010.  
Galveston, TX    
January   
Chicago, IL   

October 
Philadelphia, PA  
November 
New Orleans, LA
November 
Fort Worth, TX
November    NABSE Parent Summit
In 2011, there were eight forums, one focus group and one summit.
Tacoma, WA                      

February 26 
Charlotte, NC                    

March 19
Omaha, Nebraska                            
May 14
Seattle, WA
         


August 20

Severna Park, MD                               Oct 15
Milwaukee, WI   

         
October 22
Garland, TX                                     
October 22
Chicago, IL                                         November 5

New Orleans, LA                             
November 16-20, 2011(summit)
Chicago Dads’ Roundtable 

December 3

In 2012, there have been four forums and two roundtables
New Orleans, LA


March 3

Detroit                                              
March 23
Seattle  



March 17
Chicago, IL (Dads Forum)

June 2

Atlanta, GA (Dads Roundtable)
June 9

Seattle (Dads Roundtable)

June 26

Being planned …
Atlanta, GA
(Dads Forum)
            
September 22

Sacramento, CA (Conference)                        September 

Boston, MA
(Dads Roundtable/Forum)
(September or October)

Seattle/Tacoma (Dads Forum)

(September or October)

Portland, OR 
(Dads Roundtable)
            (September/October)

Denver, CO    Conference               

October 5-7
Toledo, OH



            October 10-12

Columbus, OH Parent Forum           

October 12
Stevenson, WI
(Parent Roundtable)

October 16

Detroit, MI  (Dads Roundtable)               
October 27                             

Nashville, TN (NABSE Parent Summit)        November 14

Chicago, IL (Parent Forum)
               
November 17
                      

For 2013, events being planned

St. Paul, MN (Listen and Learn)                           Date TBD  2013            

Southfield, MI (Listen and Learn)          
       Date TBD  2013            

Aurora, IL (Listen and Learn)             
       Date TBD  2013             

Chicago, IL (Grandparents – Listen and Learn)   Date TBD  2013            

