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“…I hope that our military community can feel … support, because so many people are so proud of them — and so grateful to them — and want to serve them as well as they’ve served this country..”

- First Lady Michelle Obama, Military Times interview, July 2, 2016
____________________________________________________________________________
SIGNIFICANT DEPARTMENT MESSAGES

2016 Back-to-School Bus Tour!

The Back to School Bus Tour will highlight exemplary progress in PK-12 schools and institutions of higher education and celebrate local ideas and initiatives that support all students.  This year’s Bus Tour theme is “Opportunity Across America.”  
Secretary John King and senior ED officials will visit several southeastern states including: Tennessee, Virginia, Alabama, Arkansas, Mississippi, and the District of Columbia 
September 12-18. Throughout the tour,

Secretary King will showcase investments the Department has made in each state and discuss initiatives aimed at improving student outcomes.

The date for each state visit and tour updates can be found at: www.ed.gov. 

EVENT
ParentCamp in October at ED
The U. S. Department of Education will host ParentCamp: Improving Literacy Outcomes on October 14, 2016. The ParentCamp will be held at the U.S. Department of Education,  400 Maryland Avenue S.W. in Washington, D.C. Parents, students, educators, and community organizations will be brought together to talk about the things that matter most to them.  Register. Read more…
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ParentCamp 

ParentCamp is an ”unconference” which allows parents, educators, and students to come together to talk about the things that matter most to them. The camps are free and open to the community.  

Schedule of future ParentCamps:

Washington, D.C.             Oct 14

Detroit, MI                     Oct 16

Chesterfield, VA             Nov 3  
ANNOUNCEMENTS
Parent Teacher Home Visit Project Annual Conference 

The Parent Teacher Home Visit Project Annual Conference will be held in Washington, DC October 20-22 at the Washington Court Hotel.
Break-out sessions will include topics such as building cultural capacity, out of school time, attendance, and school climate, all in the context of the empowerment model of family engagement.

Registration begins August 1 at www.pthvp.org. Proposals for presentations are due by September 1. For more information, please contact Carrie Rose, Executive Director, at carrie@pthvp.org or call 916-752-3206.

Green Apple Day of Service
Green Apple Day of Service, on Saturday, September 24, gives students, parents, teachers, businesses, and local organizations the opportunity to transform schools into safe, healthy, and productive learning environments through local service projects.  Find an event in your area or post your own.
Green Apple is a global movement to put all children in schools where they have clean and healthy air to breathe, where energy and resources are conserved, and where they can be inspired to dream of a brighter future.

To learn more about Green Apple, go to: http://mygreenapple.org/about. 

SPOTLIGHT
DoDEA Teachers Recipients of the Prestigious Presidential Award for Excellence in Mathematics and Science Teaching
On August 22, President Obama named 213 mathematics and science teachers as recipients of the prestigious Presidential Award for Excellence in Mathematics and Science Teaching. The awardees represent all 50 states, the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, U.S. Territories, and the Department of Defense Education Activity schools. Among the awardees were three DoDEA educators: Bridget Lester, who teaches science at Ft. Rucker Primary School, located in Fort Rucker, AL; Rebecca Sterrett, who teaches mathematics  at Ramstein- Vogelweh Elementary School located in Kaiserslautern, Germany ; and Michal Turner, who teaches mathematics at Vicenza Middle School located in Vincenza, Italy.
The Presidential Award for Excellence in Mathematics and Science Teaching is awarded to outstanding K-12 science and mathematics teachers from across the country. The educators will receive their awards at a ceremony in Washington, DC on September 8. To learn more about the award and see the list of recipients, click here.
2016 Welcome Back to School 
In a Back-to-School speech, Department of Defense Education Activity (DoDEA) Director Tom Brady spoke of what the school year would encompass and what would be implemented.  He invited parents to come to the website, http://www.dodea.edu/parents/index.cfm, for resources and information. To view the message, click here. 
Student 2 Student: Ambassadors Welcome New Students
Camp Lejeune wants to make the transition from one school to another easier for new military students. About 20 student ambassadors at Lejeune High School are helping new students learn their way around school and assisting them with whatever else they may need. Julie Fulton, Marine Corps school liaison officer, said, “the ambassadors play a key role in making sure military children are successful in class.” Read more here.
RESOURCES

[image: image2.png]“USA.gov




Tools for Students

This month Kids.gov highlights the election process. And with summer almost over, we are highlighting “Back to School” tips.

For Grades K-5 and 6-8
Becoming President: The Requirements

https://kids.usa.gov/watch-videos/government/requirements/index.shtml
Becoming President: Primaries and Caucuses

https://kids.usa.gov/watch-videos/government/primaries-caucuses/index.shtml
Becoming President: Conventions to Elections

https://kids.usa.gov/watch-videos/government/conventions-election/index.shtml
To order the poster complete the form at

http://publications.usa.gov/USAPubs.php?PubID=6099
Kick Off For the School Year

Here are some “Back to School” tips and suggestions:
http://kidshealth.org/en/kids/back-to-school.html 

Helping Parents Get Ready for “Back to School”

https://kids.usa.gov/parents/health-and-safety/general-health/helping-parents-get-ready-for-back-to-school/index.shtml.
Federal Student Aid Financial Aid Toolkit
The Financial Aid Toolkit from the U.S. Department of Education provides federal student aid information and outreach tools for counselors, college access professionals, nonprofit mentors, and others, and can be accessed here. A demo of the Department of Education’s financial counseling tool can also be found here. For additional resources and regular updates, check out the Federal Student Aid Facebook page. 
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NEWCOMER TOOL KIT 

To welcome and expand opportunities for Linguistic Integration and Education the Department of Education designed a Newcomer Toolkit to help schools support immigrants, refugees, and their families with a successful integration process.  This toolkit will provide information, resources and examples of effective practices that educators can use to support newcomers in schools and communities. To access the full document, go to: http://www.ed.gov/about/offices/list/oela/new-comer-toolkit/ncomertoolkit.pdf.
DoDEA - 5210 Healthy Military Children Initiative

The Department of Defense Education Activity (DoDEA) is participating in the 5210 Healthy Military Children Initiative, which is being actively promoted through the Air Force Medical Support Agency in collaboration with the Defense Commissary Agency (DeCA). The 5210 Initiative is a military-wide plan to improve child health, the intent of which is to increase awareness of the 5-2-1-0 message among military and local communities. 

The message represents four healthy behaviors children should achieve each day: 5 or more servings of fruits and vegetables; 2 or fewer hours of screen time; 1 or more hours of physical activity; and 0 sweetened beverages.  For more information, go to http://www.dodea.edu/newsroom/mediaadvisory/20160310.cfm.
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Every Kid In the Park Prepares for A Second Year!
As part of President Obama’s commitment to protect our nation’s unique outdoor spaces and ensure that every American has the opportunity to visit and enjoy them, the Every Kid in a Park initiative allows fourth graders nationwide to obtain a pass for free entry. Kids and their families will be able to obtain free access to more than 2,000 federally managed lands and waters nationwide for an entire year. This program started on September 1, 2015 with the second year of this annual program beginning on September 1, 2016.  Parents, teachers, and community organizations can lead fun, educational outings for kids currently in the 4th grade to any national park, national forest, or other federal land or water site across the country.  More information to help plan trips is available at the Every Kid in a Park website. 

You can find frequent updates to Every Kid in the Park on Twitter: @EveryKidInAParkand on Facebook.

Supporting School Success for Homeless Children of Veterans and Military Service Members
In a collaborative U.S. Departments of Education and Veteran Affairs effort, the National Center for Homeless Education released an updated brief on “Supporting School Success for Homeless Children of Veterans and Military Service Members.”  This brief includes information about the educational rights of and supports available to children and youth experiencing homelessness, including homeless children of veterans and military service members, under Subtitle VII-B of the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act; an overview of federal programs that target services specifically to the families of veterans with school-age children; and the homeless student enrollment total, that has continued to increase significantly over the past seven school years.
______________________________________________________________

Contacts: Cynthia Hearn Dorfman, advisor; Carrie Jasper, writer and editor; and Kathy Facon, Jennifer Dailey-Perkins, Maureen Dowling, Gary Jones, Brian Thompson, Arlene Hernandez, and John McLaughlin, contributors. 

To subscribe, unsubscribe or comment on this newsletter, please contact MilitaryContacts@ed.gov. 

Touching Base can be found online at: http://www2.ed.gov/news/newsletters/touchingbase/index.html.
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