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“We wanted to show them how much we appreciate their services with real concrete action through employment, education, and wellness initiatives. Joining Forces gives all Americans the opportunity to show their support for those who serve and sacrifice for our country.”
- Second Lady Jill Biden, NBC’s The Voice, May 2016
____________________________________________________________________________
SIGNIFICANT DEPARTMENT MESSAGES

Trends in State and Local Expenditures on Corrections and Education
On July 7, the U.S. Department of Education released the report, Trends in State and Local Expenditures on Corrections and Education. State and local spending on prisons and jails has increased at triple the rate of funding for public education for preschool through grade (P-12) education in the last three decades, a new analysis by the U.S. Department of Education found. Additionally, the report paints a particularly stark picture of higher 
education spending across the country at a time when postsecondary education matters more than ever. Since 1990, state and local spending on higher education has been largely flat while spending on corrections has increased 89 percent.  The graphic shows how in 30 years corrections’ spending has grown at a faster rate than education spending. For more information, go to http://www.ed.gov/news/press-releases/report-increases-spending-corrections-far-outpace-education.

U.S. Departments of Education and Health and Human Services Release Joint Guidance on Foster Youth

Education Department Calls on States to Meaningfully Engage with Stakeholders and Reduce Barriers to Stakeholder Engagement

On June 23, the U.S. Department of Education and the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services today released guidance to states, school districts and child welfare agencies on the new provisions in the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) for supporting children in foster care. The guidance aims to assist state and local partners in understanding and implementing the new law, and to inform state and local collaboration between educational and child welfare agencies across the nation for the well-being of children in foster care. The guidance is the first in a series of documents the Department of Education is will be releasing regarding provisions of the Every Student Succeeds Act, in the coming weeks and months to help states, districts and schools as the implement the new law. The guidance in its entirety can be found here. In addition, the Education Department is also releasing a letter to states and districts stressing the importance and utility of stakeholder engagement as they begin to transition to ESSA. 

Children in foster care often face steep challenges to school success, including high rates of mobility. The new protections for children in foster care under ESSA will apply to all children in foster care enrolled in public schools.

For more detailed information and links to the foster care guidance and toolkit, go to http://www.ed.gov/news/press-releases/us-departments-education-and-health-and-human-services-release-joint-guidance-foster-youth.

U.S. Education Secretary John B. King Jr. Discussed Parental Engagement at National PTA Annual Convention 

On July 1, U.S. Secretary of Education John B. King Jr. delivered keynote remarks at the National PTA Annual Convention and discussed the importance of parent and family engagement in implementing the Every Students Succeeds Act (ESSA).  Secretary King also called on the audience to promote student and teacher diversity along all dimensions to prepare students to be leaders in their careers and communities.  The keynote was livestreamed on ED’s Facebook page. For more information about the convention, go to http://www.pta.org/newsevents/convention2016.cfm?ItemNumber=4693. For more information on the press release, go to http://www.ed.gov/news/press-releases.

Letter to Chief State School Officers regarding stakeholder engagement during implementation of the Every Student Succeeds Act
On June 23, a Dear Colleague letter was sent to all chief State School Officers. The purpose of the letter was to highlight the importance and utility of stakeholder engagement as States and local school districts transition to and, eventually, implement the ESSA, and to provide guidance, resources, and examples of stakeholder engagement for States and districts to consider. The Department recommends that States and districts design processes that allow stakeholders the opportunity to provide meaningful feedback throughout the development of plans and policies related to ESSA implementation as well as throughout the implementation of the law. A number of resources may provide help in the development of a meaningful stakeholder engagement plan, including “Let's Get This Conversation Started: Strategies, Tools, Examples and Resources to Help States Engage with Stakeholders to Develop and Implement their ESSA Plans” from the Council of Chief State School Officers. That publication, developed in partnership with over 15 organizations provides guidance to assist with the planning and execution of stakeholder engagement strategies, and gives examples to help States with engagement at all stages of policy development, design, and implementation. The guide also provides best practices on the dissemination of information from States to the public in an open and fair manner. For more information about the letter and resources, go to: http://www2.ed.gov/policy/elsec/guid/secletter/160622.html.

New Data Show Chronic Absenteeism is Widespread and Prevalent Among All Student Groups 

A new analysis from the U.S. Department of Education shows that chronic absenteeism impacts students in all parts of the country and is prevalent among all races, as well as students with disabilities. The first-ever national comprehensive data collected on chronic absenteeism reveal that more than 6 million students – or 13 percent of all students – missed at least 15 days of school in the 2013-14 schoolyear. The data paint a striking picture of how much instruction students are missing during a school year. 

The new national chronic absenteeism data are part of the 2013-14 Civil Rights Data Collection (CRDC). The data reveals a comprehensive look at conditions within 99,500 public schools across the country or 99.5 percent of all public schools. The CRDC included data on all students from elementary, middle, and high school, including students of color, students with disabilities, and students with limited English proficiency.  The Department has a new interactive website showing the extent of the crisis in terms of geography, ethnicity, disability status, and school level. Many aspects of the analysis are sobering. 

To learn more and read about the efforts of the White House and other agencies, go to: http://www.ed.gov/news/press-releases/new-data-show-chronic-absenteeism-widespread-and-prevalent-among-all-student-groups?utm_name=.

Troubling Pay Gap for Early Childhood Teachers 

On June 14, the U. S. Department of Education and Health and Human Services released a report that shines a spotlight on the gap in pay for early education teachers. The report reveals that preschool teachers are paid less than mail order clerks, tree trimmers and pest control workers. Child care workers make less than hairdressers and janitors. In fact, most early childhood educators earn so little that they qualify for public benefits, including for the very programs they teach targeting low-income families. To learn more, go to: https://www.ed.gov/news/press-releases/fact-sheet-troubling-pay-gap-early-childhood-teachers.
RECENT EVENTS
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ParentCamp 

ParentCamp is an ”unconference” which allows parents, educators, and students to come together to talk about the things that matter most to them. The camps are free and open to the community.  

Schedule of future ParentCamps:

Washington, D.C.             Oct 14

Detroit, MI                     Oct 16

Chesterfield, VA             Nov 3  
 

Save the Date for ParentCamp: Improving Literacy Outcomes U.S. Department of Education October 14, 2016. The October parentcamp will provide a platform for all parents to share their concerns and ideas for the academic success of all children. For information about these ParentCamps and others, go to: http://www.parentcamp.org/find-a-parentcamp/.

ED/DoDEA - Federal Agencies Education Efforts

The Military Child Education Coalition (MCEC) 18th National Training Seminar 

With the recent passage of the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA), significant changes in education policy are ahead. As part of ED’s focus on military families at the MCEC”s !8th National Training Seminar held June 27-29 in Washington D.C, ED staff, Nadya Chinoy Dabby, Assistant Deputy Secretary for Innovation and Improvement,  along with other experts the in education policy,  Michael Cohen, President, Achieve; Robert Pondiscio, Senior Fellow, Thomas B. Fordham Institute; and David F. Splitek, PhD, MCEC Program, Manager, Higher Education Initiatives examined the issues, policies, and challenges for schools as they transition to ESSA and responded to questions. For more information about the session and the conference go to http://www.militarychild.org/public/upload/files/NTS-Program-2016-CR-revised.pdf (Page 11) and http://www.militarychild.org/news-and-events/2016-national-training-seminar.
Representatives from the U.S. Department of Education, Brian Thompson, Lead, Military Affairs Team, Office of Innovation and Improvement, and the Department of Defense Education Activity, Kathleen Facon, Chief, Education Partnership and Resources, Jennifer Dailey-Perkins, Grant Program Manager, and Kevin O’Brien, PhD, Education Specialist Non-DoD School Program, provided an overview of ongoing efforts in support of the military-connected children and families. In the overview, the following topics were highlighted: outreach efforts, including grants, and international support for families, Federal Impact Aid, Military Student Identifier, Federal Student Aid, and Eight Keys to Veteran’s Success on Campus. For more information about the session and the conference go to http://www.militarychild.org/public/upload/files/NTS-Program-2016-CR-revised.pdf (Page 13) and http://www.militarychild.org/news-and-events/2016-national-training-seminar.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
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New Grant Opportunity: 
Comprehensive Centers Program—National Comprehensive Center on Improving Literacy for Students with Disabilities  

The Office of Special Education and Rehabilitative Services (OSERS) along with the Office of Elementary and Secondary Education (OESE) announce a new grant opportunity for the Comprehensive Centers Program: National Comprehensive Center on Improving Literacy for Students with Disabilities. The notice can be viewed at the Federal Register.

To apply for the grant go to Grants.gov. Application Deadline is July 25, 2016. 

OSEP conducted an informational webinar for this grant opportunity on June 27, 2016. For more information please contact Kristen Rhoads at Kristen.Rhoads@ed.gov or call  202-245-6715.
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NEWCOMER TOOL KIT 

Today the White House announced “Bright Spots” for welcoming and expanding opportunities for Linguistic Integration and Education. The announcement identified a list of resources including the introduction of the Department of Education’s Newcomer Toolkit designed to help schools support immigrants, refugees, and their families with a successful integration process.  This toolkit will provide information, resources and examples of effective practices that educators can use to support newcomers in schools and communities. To access the full document, go to: http://www.ed.gov/about/offices/list/oela/new-comer-toolkit/ncomertoolkit.pdf.
World Refugee Day 

In September 2016, the President will host the Leaders’ Summit on Refugees, a global gathering that will generate broader and deeper commitments to increase humanitarian aid for refugees, provide refugees in more countries with new opportunities for resettlement, help more children go to school and allow adults to work and support themselves and their families. 

Click on World Refugee Day and see the White House “interactive map.” 

Click on #RefugeesWelcome: Starting Over After Fleeing Civil War and here Sahro’s, (Heshima Kenya’s) story.

Join the conversation online and share your story using #RefugeesWelcome.
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2016 Operation Purple Camps

The National Military Family Association (NMFA) is accepting applications to attend their 2016 Operation Purple Camps. There are camps in 25 locations this year. Apply now!
SPOTLIGHT

DoDEA Students in Scripps National Spelling Bee

The 89th Scripps National Spelling Bee was held at the Gaylord National Resort and convention Center at National Harbor, Maryland.  A total of 284 students competed in the spelling bee including two fifth grade DoDEA students. Ramon Padua, Jr., the Guam Regional Spelling Bee Champion, attends Anderson Elementary School on Andersen Air Force Base in Yigo, Guam and  Ellen Scheuermann, the European PTA Regional Spelling Bee Champion attends the Grafenwoehr Elementary School in Grafenwoehr, Germany to hear more about the competition, go to: http://www.dodea.edu/newsroom/multimedia/MediaPlayer.cfm?videoID=8865EFDB-0125-2B2C-AE1465036823B0E8.

RESOURCES
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Tools for Students

This month Kids.gov highlights the importance of art and preparing healthy summer snacks. Follow the links to view the videos:   
The Importance of Art 

Why kids should learn about art          

Why should we save or preserve art?                 

Career Spotlight: Fine Arts Specialist 
Healthy Snacks for the Summer: 

Cucumber Yogurt Dip                      

Peanut Butter Banana Smoothie     

Frozen Fruit Cups
DoDEA - 5210 Healthy Military Children Initiative

The Department of Defense Education Activity (DoDEA) is participating in the 5210 Healthy Military Children Initiative, which is being actively promoted through the Air Force Medical Support Agency in collaboration with the Defense Commissary Agency (DeCA). The 5210 Initiative is a military-wide plan to improve child health, the intent of which is to increase awareness of the 5-2-1-0 message among military and local communities. 

The message represents four healthy behaviors children should achieve each day: 5 or more servings of fruits and vegetables; 2 or fewer hours of screen time; 1 or more hours of physical activity; and 0 sweetened beverages.  For more information, go to http://www.dodea.edu/newsroom/mediaadvisory/20160310.cfm.
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Every Kid In the Park Prepares for A Second Year!
As part of President Obama’s commitment to protect our nation’s unique outdoor spaces and ensure that every American has the opportunity to visit and enjoy them, the Every Kid in a Park initiative allows fourth graders nationwide to obtain a pass for free entry. Kids and their families will be able to obtain free access to more than 2,000 federally managed lands and waters nationwide for an entire year. This program started on September 1, 2015 with the second year of this annual program beginning on September 1, 2016.  Parents, teachers, and community organizations can lead fun, educational outings for kids currently in the 4th grade to any national park, national forest, or other federal land or water site across the country.  More information to help plan trips is available at the Every Kid in a Park website. 

You can find frequent updates to Every Kid in the Park on Twitter: @EveryKidInAPark. And on Facebook.

Supporting School Success for Homeless Children of Veterans and Military Service Members
In a collaborative U.S. Departments of Education and Veteran Affairs effort, the National Center for Homeless Education released an updated brief on “Supporting School Success for Homeless Children of Veterans and Military Service Members.”  This brief includes information about the educational rights of and supports available to children and youth experiencing homelessness, including homeless children of veterans and military service members, under Subtitle VII-B of the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act; an overview of federal programs that target services specifically to the families of veterans with school-age children; and the homeless student enrollment total, that has continued to increase significantly over the past seven school years.
______________________________________________________________

Contacts: Cynthia Hearn Dorfman, advisor; Carrie Jasper, writer and editor; and Kathy Facon, Jennifer Dailey-Perkins, Maureen Dowling, Gary Jones, Brian Thompson, Arlene Hernandez, Danny Rice and John McLaughlin, contributors. 

To subscribe, unsubscribe or comment on this newsletter, please contact MilitaryContacts@ed.gov. 

Touching Base can be found online at: http://www2.ed.gov/news/newsletters/touchingbase/index.html.
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Note: This document contains information about and from public and private entities and organizations for the reader’s information. Inclusion does not constitute an endorsement by the U.S. Department of Education of any entity or organization or the products or services offered or views expressed. This publication also contains hyperlinks and URLs created and maintained by outside organizations. They are provided for the reader’s convenience; however, the Department is not responsible for the accuracy of this information.

