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"Each of us … should make our best efforts to show our support for military spouses, children, siblings and parents.”

- Second Lady Jill Biden, Escambia High School, April 30, 2016
____________________________________________________________________________________
SIGNIFICANT DEPARTMENT MESSAGES
Education Department Pushes for Alternatives to Criminal History Questions in College Admissions 

On May 9, the U.S. Department of Education urged America’s colleges and universities to remove barriers that can prevent the estimated 70 million citizens with criminal records from pursuing higher education, including considering the chilling effect of inquiring early in the application process whether prospective students have ever been arrested.

The Department made the recommendation in a new resource guide, Beyond the Box: Increasing Access to Higher Education for Justice-Involved Individuals, which encourages alternatives to inquiring about criminal histories during college admissions and provides recommendations to support a holistic review of applicants.

This announcement is another example of the Obama Administration’s commitment to expanding educational opportunity as a key part of efforts to reduce recidivism, and combat the impact of mass incarceration on communities. 

Last July, the Education Department announced the Second Chance Pell Pilot program to test new models to allow incarcerated Americans to receive Pell Grants and pursue a postsecondary education with the goal of helping them get jobs, support their families, and turn their lives around. In November, the Department also announced up to $8 million in Adult Reentry Education Grants to support educational attainment and reentry success for individuals who have been incarcerated. 
These initiatives are through the Federal Interagency Reentry Council and the White House’s My Brother’s Keeper Initiative, the Administration has made great strides toward improving the life outcomes of Americans who may have come into contact with the justice system by increasing access to education, employment and housing. The release of the Beyond the Box resource guide for postsecondary institutions responds to recommendations put forth by the President’s My Brother’s Keeper Task Force, which was designed to eliminate unnecessary barriers to giving justice-involved individuals a second chance.

To learn more go to http://www.ed.gov/news/press-releases/education-department-pushes-alternatives-criminal-history-questions-college-admissions. 

REPORT: The State of Racial Diversity in the Educator Workforce

New U.S. Department of Education Report Finds Holes Throughout Teacher Pipeline
 
The U.S. Department of Education released a report on May 6 titled “The State of Racial Diversity in the Educator Workforce,” in conjunction with the National Summit on Teacher Diversity held at the Department. The report reviews trends in the diversity of elementary and secondary school educators, and examines the teacher pipeline from enrollment in postsecondary education to entrance into the teaching workforce and beyond.

The report highlights a lack of racial diversity among teachers at public elementary and secondary schools across the nation. Less than one in five U.S. public school teachers—18 percent—are individuals of color, while approximately half—49 percent—of public elementary and secondary school students are individuals of color. For more information about the report, go to http://www.ed.gov/news/press-releases/report-state-racial-diversity-educator-workforce and the link to the summit go to http://edstream.ed.gov/webcast/Play/129c4d2da00b4402b3bfc2b873c49f9a1d. 

RECENT EVENT 

Blog Post: Military Spouse Attends ParentCamp International

When I first received the invitation for ParentCamp International, the first thought that came to my mind was I just can’t miss the opportunity and I had to be there!! I was very excited.  As a military spouse, whose husband has been deployed more than 5 times and being a mother of three kids, and as a part-time employee of the Anne Arundel county public schools, I felt that it was a chance I may not get again. Meeting senior officials of the Department of Education and parents and educators from other systems to share stories and hear their experiences was a great networking opportunity.

As I entered the hallway of the federal building on April 18, everyone was very helpful and welcoming! We were welcomed in several languages which was impressive as well. I felt honored to hear from representatives of the White House, Justice Department and secretary of Education John King surprised us by making a sudden appearance. There were eight sessions for each of three different time periods from which to select; most of which were relevant to my line of work. 

During the breakout sessions, I was able to interact with other educational professionals, parents, ED staff, and others from the DC metro area. The first session I attended, “Bridging Cultural Gaps Between Parents and Children of Middle Eastern, South Asian or other cultures,” was relevant to my own personal situation. Within that session I was able to share my experiences and was very pleased to hear multiple perspectives. This is a topic that is very near and dear to my heart. I have personally made efforts to eliminate that gap in my community.

The other sessions were equally as engaging, informative, and open, allowing individuals to share their experiences from different perspectives. Topics included supporting families of students with disabilities, English Learners – students’ civil rights, and counteracting racism and bullying in schools.

The parentcamp experience gave attendees the opportunity to share, network, and learn from each other.  I shared the resources ofAnne Arundel County and learned a lot from other parents and educators from other counties. To learn more about ParentCamp International go to http://www.ed.gov/family-and-community-engagement?src=rn look under Bulletin Board.
UPCOMING EVENTS
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2016 National Family and Community Engagement Conference
The Institute for Educational Leadership will hold the 2016 National Family and Community Engagement Conference on June 20-22, 2016 at the David L. Lawrence Convention Center in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. For more information and to register, go to: https://www.cvent.com/events/owning-our-movement-maximizing-our-impact/registration-3872b4dd0d3d4b60bd1861e61d3c572a.aspx  or contact Sarah Grunberger at grunbergers@iel.org. 

Prior to the conference a ParentCamp will be held at David L. Lawrence Convention Center in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania on June 19, 2016.  All are welcome to attend.  Parentcamp is FREE. To register, go to http://www.surveygizmo.com/s3/2447154/ParentCamp-REgistration.
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ParentCamp USA

ParentCamp USA is an ”unconference” which allows parents, educators, and students to come together to talk about the things that matter most to them. The camps are free and open to the community.  

Schedule of future ParentCamps:

Pittsburgh, PA                            June 19 
Washington, D.C.                        Oct 14

For information about these ParentCamps and others go to: http://www.parentcamp.org/find-a-parentcamp/.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
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The College Readiness Program

Escambia High School is one of 17 military-connected schools in Florida that will launch the College Readiness Program in school year 2016-17. The College Readiness Program provides students with access to rigorous AP courses and support, ensuring their competitiveness for college and beyond. The National Math and Science Initiative (NMSI) program has already reached 117 military-connected schools across the country and with generous funding commitments from the Department of Defense (DoD) and a coalition of partners, it will now reach 200 military-connected high schools serving all four branches of the U.S. Armed Forces over the next few years.  Seventeen (17) Florida schools in Escambia, Bay County and Clay County school districts will launch the program next fall. 

These schools serve the dependents of our nation’s airmen, soldiers, sailors, and marines at more than 75 installations in 33 states. As part of the Joining Forces initiative, Dr. Jill Biden visited Escambia High School in Pensacola, Florida, to announce the expansion of the NMSI College Readiness Program for Military Families in late April. The event featured remarks by Under Secretary of Defense Frank Kendall and NMSI president Gregg Fleisher, as well as series of fun, mind-bending challenges hosted by Jason Silva, the host of National Geographic Channel’s popular show “Brain Games.” To read more about the event go to https://www.whitehouse.gov/blog/2016/05/06/joining-forces-help-60000-military-children-get-college-ready-stem-courses and to view the video of the event, go to 
http://www.pnj.com/story/news/education/2016/04/29/biden-visit-energizes-escambia/83708318/.
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2016 Operation Purple Camps
The National Military Family Association (NMFA) is accepting applications to attend their 2016 Operation Purple Camps. There are camps in 25 locations this year. Apply now!
SPOTLIGHT
The MATHCOUNTS Competition
The MATHCOUNTS Competition Series sponsored by the U.S. Department of Defense and the State Department is the only competition program of its kind, with live, in-person events in all 50 states, as well as U.S. territories and schools worldwide. Competitions take place in over 500 local chapters.

The Competition Series is a challenging opportunity for students who have a talent and passion for math. Students engage in exciting, "bee-style" contests in which they compete against and alongside other bright, motivated students. At the local, state and national level, students win hundreds of thousands of dollars in scholarships and prizes every year.

During the week of May 13, MATHCOUNTS held the Raytheon 2016 MATHCOUNTS National Competiton.  Of the 224 finalists, which included middle school children from across the country and American schools overseas, four were from DoDEA schools: Alexander Ivan, Nicholas Burns, Dylan Keeble and Joe Cates-Beier. 
The MATHCOUNTS Foundation is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization that strives to engage middle school students of all ability and interest levels in fun, challenging math programs, in order to expand their academic and professional opportunities.
To learn more about the competition, go to http://www.dodea.edu/newsroom/multimedia/MediaPlayer.cfm?videoID=B42167DC-E0B0-28DD-F243EBBB6CAB6086. For more information about the MATHCOUNTS Foundation go to https://www.mathcounts.org/national-competition.

RESOURCES
DoDEA - 5210 Healthy Military Children Initiative
The Department of Defense Education Activity (DoDEA) is participating in the 5210 Healthy Military Children Initiative, which is being actively promoted through the Air Force Medical Support Agency in collaboration with the Defense Commissary Agency (DeCA). The 5210 Initiative is a military-wide plan to improve child health, the intent of which is to increase awareness of the 5-2-1-0 message among military and local communities. 

The message represents four healthy behaviors children should achieve each day: 5 or more servings of fruits and vegetables; 2 or fewer hours of screen time; 1 or more hours of physical activity; and 0 sweetened beverages.  For more information, go to http://www.dodea.edu/newsroom/mediaadvisory/20160310.cfm.
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Tools for Students

This month Kids.gov features interviews with two engineers, a communications engineer and an aerospace engineer from NASA and a discussion about living on the moon. Follow the links to view the videos:  

Communications Engineer:

https://kids.usa.gov/watch-videos/science/communications-engineer/index.shtml
Aerospace Engineer: 

https://kids.usa.gov/watch-videos/science/aerospace-engineer/index.shtml and

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL5SUN-qc7GC74QVHa-CzQaOyy5Z1_R-BU, and

can people live on the moon

https://kids.usa.gov/watch-videos/science/people-on-moon/index.shtml
With the elections approaching Kids.gov invites children to take a look at the U.S. Government’s legislative process. 

What's the difference between a presidential executive order and executive action? Click the link to find out: https://kids.usa.gov/government/presidential-orders-actions/index.shtml
View a new infographic for How a Bill Becomes a Law:

https://kids.usa.gov/government/how-a-bill-becomes-a-law/index.shtml.  There is also a PDF/Printable version:

https://gsa-cmp-fileupload.s3.amazonaws.com/Bill-Law-Accessible.pdf
For teachers and home schoolers, link to the Lesson Plan:

https://kids.usa.gov/teachers/lesson-plans/government/how-a-bill-becomes-law/index.shtml.
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Every Kid In the Park Prepares for A Second Year!
As part of President Obama’s commitment to protect our nation’s unique outdoor spaces and ensure that every American has the opportunity to visit and enjoy them, the Every Kid in a Park initiative allows fourth graders nationwide to obtain a pass for free entry. Kids and their families will be able to obtain free access to more than 2,000 federally managed lands and waters nationwide for an entire year. This program started on September 1, 2015 with the second year of this annual program beginning on September 1, 2016.  Parents, teachers, and community organizations can lead fun, educational outings for kids currently in the 4th grade to any national park, national forest, or other federal land or water site across the country.  More information to help plan trips is available at the Every Kid in a Park website. 

You can find frequent updates to Every Kid in the Park on Twitter: @EveryKidInAPark. And on Facebook. 
Supporting School Success for Homeless Children of Veterans and Military Service Members
In a collaborative U.S. Departments of Education and Veteran Affairs effort, the National Center for Homeless Education released an updated brief on “Supporting School Success for Homeless Children of Veterans and Military Service Members.”  This brief includes information about the educational rights of and supports available to children and youth experiencing homelessness, including homeless children of veterans and military service members, under Subtitle VII-B of the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance; an overview of federal programs that target services specifically to the families of veterans with school-age children; and the homeless student enrollment total, that has continued to increase significantly over the past seven school years. 

______________________________________________________________

Contacts: Cynthia Hearn Dorfman, advisor; Carrie Jasper, writer and editor; and Kathy Facon, Jennifer Dailey-Perkins, Maureen Dowling, Gary Jones, Brian Thompson, Arlene Hernandez, Mahwish Answar, Tara S. Marathe, and John McLaughlin, contributors. 
Photos: Dr. Jill Biden addresses the audience at Escambia High School in Pensacola, FL. and Escambia High Schools JROTC unit salutes the flag during an event to celebrate expansion of NMSI’s College Readiness Program
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To subscribe, unsubscribe or comment on this newsletter, please contact MilitaryContacts@ed.gov. 

Touching Base can be found online at: http://www2.ed.gov/news/newsletters/touchingbase/index.html.
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