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"I was blown away by the resilience, the courage, the self-sacrifice that Americans don’t know about.”

- First Lady Michelle Obama, Al Udeid Air Base, Jan. 26, 2016
____________________________________________________________________________________
SIGNIFICANT DEPARTMENT MESSAGES
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ParentCamp International
The U.S. Department of Education held its first ParentCamp International on April 18. ED personnel from offices across the Department worked in partnership with the Maryland Department of Education, the Maryland English Language Learning Family Involvement Network, the Mid-Atlantic Equity Consortium and with Maryland’s Howard, Prince Georges, and Montgomery County Schools as well as with Fairfax County Public Schools in Virginia to host this wonderful event. Other federal agencies including the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau, Federal Trade Commission, U.S. General Services Administration (Kids.gov), Health and Human Services, and the U. S. Citizenship and Immigration Services joined in providing a welcoming atmosphere and resources for all ParentCamp participants.
More than 200 parents, children, and educator/parent connectors representing over seventeen different languages participated in the day’s events. 




Secretary John King, a surprise guest speaker, greeted the group and told them of Department of Education efforts for ensuring equity and excellence for students across the nation.
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James Cole, General Counsel, delegated the duties of Deputy Secretary, welcomed ParentCampers and provided opening remarks about the importance of parents and families as essential partners, alongside educators and schools, in shaping the educational future of their children. Go to, http://www.ed.gov/family-and-community-engagement?src=rn  to see highlights of the day’s events.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
DoDEA Joins in 5210 Healthy Military Children Initiative
The Department of Defense Education Activity (DoDEA) will be participating in the 5210 Healthy Military Children Initiative, which is being actively promoted through the Air Force Medical Support Agency in collaboration with the Defense Commissary Agency (DeCA). The intent of the 5210 Initiative is to increase awareness of the 5-2-1-0 message among military and local communities, influence behavioral choices for better health and increase parent/guardian awareness of daily behavioral choices. 

The 5210 Initiative is a military-wide plan to improve child health. The message represents four healthy behaviors children should achieve each day: 5 or more servings of fruits and vegetables; 2 or fewer hours of screen time; 1 or more hours of physical activity; and 0 sweetened beverages.  For more information, go to http://www.dodea.edu/newsroom/mediaadvisory/20160310.cfm.

Purple Up! to Recognize Military Children

is a On April 20 Department of Defense Education Activity schools celebrated Purple Up! Day – a time for Americans to show their support for military families. Purple Up! Day is not a Defense Department program, but a grassroots effort that began in 2011 as a way to honor the sacrifices military children make every day for the nation. 4-H clubs in New Hampshire developed the “Purple Up! for Military Kids” initiative while working with the children of deployed National Guardsmen and reserve component members.  They saw Purple Up! as a way to build awareness in their communities. The 4-H went with purple because it is the color that symbolizes all branches of the military. It is a combination of Army green, Marine red, and Coast Guard, Air Force and Navy blue. The goal of ‘Purple Up!’ is for military youth to actually see the support in their school, youth groups and the community. For more information go to http://www.defense.gov/News-Article-View/Article/717464/get-your-purple-on-to-recognize-military-children?source=GovDelivery.
Even the transportation team in Misawa, Japan celebrated the military children. 
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ED Calls for Equity for Students of Color with Disabilities

In order to address data that show children of color with disabilities are more likely to be educated in settings outside of the general classroom, and more likely to be removed from the classroom for discipline reasons, ED issued a proposed new rule to address the disparities that exist. Acting Secretary King said, “This effort is not about reducing the number of children who are identified as having a disability. It's a matter of making sure the right services are getting to the right children in the right way … [this is ] something we can and must fix. And we can do it with this proposed rule.” Comments can be made to the Federal Register notice until May 16.
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2016 Operation Purple Camps
National Military Family Association (NMFA) is accepting applications to attend their 2016 Operation Purple Camps. There are camps in 25 locations this year. Apply now!
UPCOMING EVENTS
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2016 National Family and Community Engagement Conference
The Institute for Educational Leadership will hold the 2016 National Family and Community Engagement Conference on June 20-22, 2016 at the David L. Lawrence Convention Center in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. For more information and to register, go to: https://www.cvent.com/events/owning-our-movement-maximizing-our-impact/registration-3872b4dd0d3d4b60bd1861e61d3c572a.aspx  or contact Sarah Grunberger at grunbergers@iel.org. 

Prior to the conference a ParentCamp will be held at David L. Lawrence Convention Center in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania on June 19, 2016.  All are welcome to attend.  Parentcamp is FREE. To register, go to http://www.surveygizmo.com/s3/2447154/ParentCamp-REgistration.
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ParentCamp USA

ParentCamp USA is an ”unconference” which allows parents, educators, and students to come together to talk about the things that matter most to them. The camps are free and open to the community.  

Schedule of future ParentCamps:

Glen Ellyn, IL                             April 30

Washington, D.C. 

  May 18
Pittsburgh, PA                            June 19 
Washington, D.C.                        July 11

Washington, D.C.                        Oct 14

For information about these ParentCamps and others go to: http://www.parentcamp.org/find-a-parentcamp/.
SPOTLIGHT
Three DoDEA schools Named 2016 U.S. Department of Education Green Ribbon Schools
Three Department of Defense Education Activity (DoDEA) schools are among the schools named as the 2016 U.S. Department of Education Green Ribbon Schools Program. The three DoDEA Schools are: Kimberly Hampton Primary School, Fort Bragg, NC; Van Voorhis Elementary School, Fort Knox, KY; and Garmisch Elementary/Middle School, Garmisch, Germany. The schools were named on April 22 in an announcement by U.S. Secretary of Education John B. King, Jr. and Managing Director of the White House Council on Environmental Quality Christy Goldfuss .
Across the country, a total of 47 schools, 15 districts, and 11 postsecondary institutions are being honored for their innovative efforts to reduce environmental impact and utility costs, improve health and wellness, and ensure effective sustainability education. To learn more about the schools go to http://www.dodea.edu/newsroom/pressreleases/GreenRibbonSchools-2016.cfm   For more information on the federal recognition award, Department of Education Green Ribbon School, click here.

Two DoDEA Students Named 2016 Military Child of the Year Recipients
During April, the Month of Military Child, Operation Homefront awarded two students attending Department of Defense Education Activity (DoDEA) Domestic Dependent Elementary and Secondary Schools (DDESS) and Department of Defense Dependents Schools (DoDDS)-Cuba schools 2016 Military Child of the Year®. The national non-profit organization annually gives the award to an outstanding military child from each branch of service: Army, Marine Corps, Navy, Air Force, Coast Guard, and the National Guard. Christian Fagala, a third grade student representing the U.S. Marine Corps and Jeffrey Burds , a senior representing the U.S. Navy were chosen as this year’s winners. For more information, go to http://www.dodea.edu/Americas/newsroom/pressreleases/dodeaStudents2016MCoY.cfm. 

2016 Artist Spotlight 

Each month DoDEA publishes a different theme that students are to depict in the form of art. DoDEA showcases an artist each month with the monthly favorite artist chosen based on the highest number of Facebook likes. Students entering the contest are encouraged to share their entry with friends and family.  To learn more about DoDEA Artist Spotlight, go to http://www.dodea.edu/students/artistSpotlight/upload/spotlight_rules.pdf and http://www.dodea.edu/students/artistSpotlight/. 
RESOURCES
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Tools for Students

This month Kids.gov features interviews with two engineers, a communications engineer and an aerospace engineer from NASA and a discussion about living on the moon. Follow the links to view the videos:  

Communications Engineer:

https://kids.usa.gov/watch-videos/science/communications-engineer/index.shtml
Aerospace Engineer: 

https://kids.usa.gov/watch-videos/science/aerospace-engineer/index.shtml and

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL5SUN-qc7GC74QVHa-CzQaOyy5Z1_R-BU, and

can people live on the moon

https://kids.usa.gov/watch-videos/science/people-on-moon/index.shtml
With the elections approaching Kids.gov invites children to take a look at the U.S. Government’s legislative process. 

What's the difference between a presidential executive order and executive action? Click the link to find out: https://kids.usa.gov/government/presidential-orders-actions/index.shtml
View a new infographic for How a Bill Becomes a Law:

https://kids.usa.gov/government/how-a-bill-becomes-a-law/index.shtml.  There is also a PDF/Printable version:

https://gsa-cmp-fileupload.s3.amazonaws.com/Bill-Law-Accessible.pdf
For teachers and home schoolers, link to the Lesson Plan:

https://kids.usa.gov/teachers/lesson-plans/government/how-a-bill-becomes-law/index.shtml.
FSA Reaches Out to the Military Community

Early in 2016 the Office of Federal Student Aid (FSA) held a Military Education Exchange Consortium (MEEC) where military service counselors representing all branches of the military except the Coast Guard reported difficulty in performing their responsibilities because of increasing regulation changes, the need for training in the use of Federal Student Aid’s (FSA) resources, and having little to no knowledge about the resources that FSA offers. 
As a result of MEEC, FSA has taken a proactive approach and produced a comprehensive multidimensional approach to aid Awareness and Outreach efforts to coordinate workshops that are geared toward the military community. FSA will continue outreach and dissemination of FSA information and resources utilizing varied communication platforms such as; teleconference, emails and the salesforce data repository system in delivering important updates and announcements of training events. FSA is also developing strategies, including the use of social media, to better serve military families.  Webinars related to the FAFSA have also been planned. Those interested may register at http://fsaregistration.ed.gov/d/vfqcw2. For more information about the MEEC or FSA’s outreach to the military community, contact James Copeland, Jr. Ed.D at James.Copeland@ed.gov or call 202-377-3175.
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Every Kid In the Park Prepares for A Second Year!
As part of President Obama’s commitment to protect our nation’s unique outdoor spaces and ensure that every American has the opportunity to visit and enjoy them, the Every Kid in a Park initiative allows fourth graders nationwide to obtain a pass for free entry. Kids and their families will be able to obtain free access to more than 2,000 federally managed lands and waters nationwide for an entire year. This program started on September 1, 2015 with the second year of this annual program beginning on September 1, 2016.  Parents, teachers, and community organizations can lead fun, educational outings for kids currently in the 4th grade to any national park, national forest, or other federal land or water site across the country.  More information to help plan trips is available at the Every Kid in a Park website. 

You can find frequent updates to Every Kid in the Park on Twitter: @EveryKidInAPark. And on Facebook. 
Supporting School Success for Homeless Children of Veterans and Military Service Members
In a collaborative U.S. Departments of Education and Veteran Affairs effort, the National Center for Homeless Education released an updated brief on “Supporting School Success for Homeless Children of Veterans and Military Service Members.”  This brief includes information about the educational rights of and supports available to children and youth experiencing homelessness, including homeless children of veterans and military service members, under Subtitle VII-B of the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance; an overview of federal programs that target services specifically to the families of veterans with school-age children; and the homeless student enrollment total, that has continued to increase significantly over the past seven school years. 

______________________________________________________________

Contacts: Cynthia Hearn Dorfman, advisor; Carrie Jasper, writer and editor; and Kathy Facon, Jennifer Dailey-Perkins, Maureen Dowling, Gary Jones, Brian Thompson, Arlene Hernandez, James Copeland, Jr., and John McLaughlin, contributors. 
To subscribe, unsubscribe or comment on this newsletter, please contact MilitaryContacts@ed.gov. 

Touching Base can be found online at: http://www2.ed.gov/news/newsletters/touchingbase/index.html.
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
Note: This document contains information about and from public and private entities and organizations for the reader’s information. Inclusion does not constitute an endorsement by the U.S. Department of Education of any entity or organization or the products or services offered or views expressed. This publication also contains hyperlinks and URLs created and maintained by outside organizations. They are provided for the reader’s convenience; however, the Department is not responsible for the accuracy of this information.
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