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"Every day, the brave men and women of our military serve to keep us safe -- and so do their families.”

- President Barack Obama, White House Christmas Address, Washington, D.C., Dec 25, 2015
____________________________________________________________________________________
SIGNIFICANT DEPARTMENT MESSAGES
John King Confirmed as Secretary of Education

The Senate confirmed John King as Secretary of Education on March 14th.  Mr. King will continue to lead efforts to work toward high-quality preschool for all, preparation of all children for college and a career, making college more affordable, and protecting Americans from the burdens of student debt.  Mr. King knows from his own life experience how education can transform a child’s future.  As Secretary of the U. S. Department of Education, Mr. King will continue to work to open the doors of opportunity to all of America’s children.

New U.S. Department of Education Report Highlights Colleges Increasing Access and Supporting Strong Outcomes for Low-Income Students 

As part of the Obama Administration’s commitment to helping all Americans complete a quality, affordable college education, the U.S. Department of Education released on March 24, 2016 a report highlighting the efforts of colleges and universities to promote access, opportunity and success among low-income students, and identifying areas of much-needed improvement.  

Title IV of the Higher Education Act1972 reauthorization brought us the Pell Grant program, the cornerstone of federal student aid, created to provide student support programs to help low-income students enroll in and afford higher education. The report, Fulfilling the Promise, Serving the Need: Advancing College Opportunity for Low-Income Students, shines a light on institutions across the country that have a strong record of success when it comes to ensuring that low-income students are not just attending college, but are completing their degrees.  The report highlights schools that excel in providing Pell-eligible students with access to college, as well as schools with strong performance on measures of college success for students eligible for Pell Grants and recognizes the important role many community colleges play in serving more than 40 percent of our nation’s undergraduates. 

The release of this report will complement efforts to accelerate the momentum to strengthen college performance at all corners of the country. To learn more go to, http://www.ed.gov/news/press-releases/new-us-department-education-report-highlights-colleges-increasing-access-and-supporting-strong-outcomes-low-income-students. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS
DoDEA Educational Partnership Grants

DoDEA Educational Partnership is accepting applications for FY 2016 Military-Connected Local Educational Agencies for Academic and Support Programs (MCASP) grant. The application package and additional details are available at www.grants.gov, CFDA: 12.556. The closing date for applications is May 3, 2016. DoDEA also hosted a webinar for interested applicants. The presentation is available under Grant Applicant Materials. 
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Internships - Summer-at-Discovery’s-Edge (SADE) program

Summer Internship Opportunity for 11th and 12th Graders:  Current 11th and 12th grade high school students are being offered to apply for a challenging college-level part-time Experiential Learning summer internship opportunity. Although these are part time unpaid Experiential Learning internships, our mentored project-based approach will give the students the opportunity to work on serious real world projects in virtual reality, mobile apps, wearable technologies, and Drone engineering as part of a team.  This 1st round has an April 10 deadline. To learn about the program go to https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yQb0sJHY_Rk.  Contact Jennifer Dailey-Perkins at Jennifer.Perkins@hq.dodea.edu for more information.
Mississippi Might Grade Parents on Their Involvement
In an effort to increase parental involvement in schools, a proposal has passed the Mississippi House that would grade parents -- unsatisfactory, needs improvement, or satisfactory -- on their involvement in their children's education. The bill came out of research and school visits conducted by legislators who realized how evident parent involvement is in high-performing schools (Mannie, Hechinger Report). 
ED Calls for Equity for Students of Color with Disabilities

In order to address data that show children of color with disabilities are more likely to be educated in settings outside of the general classroom and removed from the classroom for discipline reasons ED issued a proposed new rule to address the disparities that exist. Acting Secretary King said, “This effort is not about reducing the number of children who are identified as having a disability. It's a matter of making sure the right services are getting to the right children in the right way … [this is ] something we can and must fix. And we can do it with this proposed rule.” Comments can be made to the Federal Register notice until May 16.
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2016 Operation Purple Camps
National Military Family Association (NMFA) is accepting applications to attend their 2016 Operation Purple Camps. There are camps in 25 locations this year. Apply now!
UPCOMING EVENTS
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ParentCamp

The U. S. Department of Education in partnership with Mid-Atlantic Equity Consortium, Inc. (MAEC) and The Maryland English Language Learning Family Involvement Network (MELLFIN) will host its first ParentCamp International on April 18, 2016. Representatives from the Maryland State Department of Education, Prince George’s, Montgomery and Fairfax County School Districts collaborated with ED staff to plan the event and recruit parents and facilitators to attend. ParentCamp strives to bring parents, students and educators together to talk about the things that matter most to them. 

Future ParentCamps will be held in Regions II, III, IV, V, VII, VIII and X.  For dates, times, and more information go to the website, http://www.ed.gov/family-and-community-engagement.
ParentCamp USA

ParentCamp USA is an ”unconference” which allows parents, educators, and students to come together to talk about the things that matter most to them. The camps are free and open to the community.  

Schedule of future ParentCamps:

Washington, D.C.

  April 18
Glen Ellyn, IL                             April 30

Washington, D.C. 

  May 18
Pittsburgh, PA                            June 19 
Washington, D.C.                        July 11

Washington, D.C.                        Oct 14

For information about these ParentCamps and others go to: http://www.parentcamp.org/find-a-parentcamp/.
SPOTLIGHT

2016 Artist Spotlight 

Each month DoDEA publishes a different theme that students are to depict in the form of art. DoDEA showcases an artist each month with the  monthly favorite artist chosen based on the highest number of Facebook likes. Students entering the contest are encouraged to share their entry with friends and family.  To learn more about DoDEA Artist Spotlight, go to http://www.dodea.edu/students/artistSpotlight/upload/spotlight_rules.pdf and http://www.dodea.edu/students/artistSpotlight/. 
RESOURCES
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Tools for Students

This month Kids.gov features interviews with two engineers, a communications engineer and an aerospace engineer from NASA and a discussion about living on the moon. Follow the links to view the videos:  

Communications Engineer:

https://kids.usa.gov/watch-videos/science/communications-engineer/index.shtml
Aerospace Engineer: 

https://kids.usa.gov/watch-videos/science/aerospace-engineer/index.shtml and

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL5SUN-qc7GC74QVHa-CzQaOyy5Z1_R-BU, and

can people live on the moon

https://kids.usa.gov/watch-videos/science/people-on-moon/index.shtml
With the elections approaching Kids.gov invites children to take a look at the U.S. Government’s legislative process. 

What's the difference between a presidential executive order and executive action? Click the link to find out: https://kids.usa.gov/government/presidential-orders-actions/index.shtml
View a new infographic for How a Bill Becomes a Law:

https://kids.usa.gov/government/how-a-bill-becomes-a-law/index.shtml.  There is also a PDF/Printable version:

https://gsa-cmp-fileupload.s3.amazonaws.com/Bill-Law-Accessible.pdf
For teachers and home schoolers, link to the Lesson Plan:

https://kids.usa.gov/teachers/lesson-plans/government/how-a-bill-becomes-law/index.shtml.
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Every Kid In the Park Prepares for A Second Year!
As part of President Obama’s commitment to protect our nation’s unique outdoor spaces and ensure that every American has the opportunity to visit and enjoy them, the Every Kid in a Park initiative allows fourth graders nationwide to obtain a pass for free entry. Kids and their families will be able to obtain free access to more than 2,000 federally managed lands and waters nationwide for an entire year. This program started on September 1, 2015 with the second year of this annual program beginning on September 1, 2016.  Parents, teachers, and community organizations can lead fun, educational outings for kids currently in the 4th grade to any national park, national forest, or other federal land or water site across the country.  More information to help plan trips is available at the Every Kid in a Park website. 

You can find frequent updates to Every Kid in the Park on Twitter: @EveryKidInAPark. And on Facebook. 
Supporting School Success for Homeless Children of Veterans and Military Service Members
In a collaborative U.S. Departments of Education and Veteran Affairs effort, the National Center for Homeless Education released an updated brief on “Supporting School Success for Homeless Children of Veterans and Military Service Members.”  This brief includes information about the educational rights of and supports available to children and youth experiencing homelessness, including homeless children of veterans and military service members, under Subtitle VII-B of the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance; an overview of federal programs that target services specifically to the families of veterans with school-age children; and the homeless student enrollment total, that has continued to increase significantly over the past seven school years. 

______________________________________________________________

Contacts: Cynthia Hearn Dorfman, advisor; Carrie Jasper, writer and editor; and Kathy Facon, Jennifer Dailey-Perkins, Maureen Dowling, Gary Jones, Brian Thompson, Arlene Hernandez, and John McLaughlin, contributors. 
To subscribe, unsubscribe or comment on this newsletter, please contact MilitaryContacts@ed.gov. 

Touching Base can be found online at: http://www2.ed.gov/news/newsletters/touchingbase/index.html.
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