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“I want to honor all of our military families here today and around the world.” “Thank you, thank you, for your outstanding service. Thank you … for your sacrifice … [and] for being so brave and good and kind.”
- First Lady Michelle Obama, White House Christmas Address, Washington, D.C., Dec 2, 2015
____________________________________________________________________________________
SIGNIFICANT DEPARTMENT MESSAGES
Stronger Together: Our Budget, Your Future

On February 9, President Obama’s fiscal year 2017 budget was unveiled, reflecting the Administration’s ongoing efforts to ensure equity and excellence in education, expand opportunity, and ensure all children can achieve their full potential through a high-quality, well-rounded education that prepares them to thrive in college, careers, and life.

The President’s budget request for education supports implementation of the recently passed Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA), and aligns with critical priorities of Acting Secretary of Education John King and the Department.

The budget builds on ED’s continued efforts to invest in education – from high-quality early learning to making college more affordable and accessible – and improving outcomes for all students. 

The President’s budget focuses on:

· increasing equity and excellence in education, from preschool through college;
· providing support for teachers and school leaders; 

· promoting access, affordability, and completion in higher education; and
· increasing socioeconomic diversity in schools.
This budget reflects the President’s strong belief that education is a vital investment in America’s economic competitiveness, in its communities, and in its people. Learn more about the 2017 budget.
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Obama's Teen Job at Ice Cream Shop Inspires New Jobs Initiative

A $5.5 billion White House proposal called the Summer Opportunity Project hopes to "significantly increase the percentage of youth in evidence-based summer opportunity programs, decrease the percentage of youth experiencing violence over the summer, and -- more broadly -- make sure that young Americans have the support they need to get their first job." In a LinkedIn post, President Barack Obama credits his first job for getting him on the path to where he is today. 
ED Calls for Equity for Students of Color with Disabilities

In order to address data that show children of color with disabilities are more likely to be educated in settings outside of the general classroom and removed from the classroom for discipline reasons, which is a violation of the federal IDEA law, ED issued a proposed new rule to address the disparities that exist. Acting Secretary King said, “this effort is not about reducing the number of children who are identified as having a disability. It's a matter of making sure the right services are getting to the right children in the right way … (it’s) something we can and must fix. And we can do it with this proposed rule.” Comments can be made to the Federal Register notice until May 16.
COMBATING CHRONIC ABSENTEEISM

On February 19, the White House and the Department announced two campaigns to address and eliminate chronic student absenteeism: the My Brother’s Keeper (MBK) Success Mentors Initiative -- with 10 initial participating cities -- and a multi-million dollar Ad Council campaign to engage parents on this issue.  Chronic absenteeism is a nationwide challenge with devastating consequences for five to seven million students, and, in low-income communities, the impact is more prevalent.  These efforts are a part of the Every Student, Every Day campaign and are in response to the MBK Task Force’s recommendation that federal agencies launch a cross-sector national absenteeism initiative to improve the outcomes for young people, including those in underserved communities.  To learn more about what is being done and how to help combat chronic absenteeism see video on how one mentee has been inspired by her mentor, read the blog post and visit a new web site with resources for parents, educators, and community leaders.

RECENT EVENT

COMPUTER SCIENCE FOR ALL
Under the new Computer Science for All initiative, the President requested $4 billion for states and $100 million for school districts in his 2017 budget proposal to increase access to computer science in P-12 schools. From existing funds, the National Science Foundation and the Corporation for National and Community Service plan to invest more than $135 million to support and train computer science teachers, calling on more governors, mayors, education leaders, business CEOs, philanthropists, creative media, and technology professionals to get involved in the efforts (fact sheet).

The White House welcomed “Champions of Change” in computer science for discussions on increasing access to computer science and improving upon existing standards the week of February 1(blog post).
National School Counseling Week
National School Counseling Week recently celebrated the unique contribution of professional school counselors within U.S. school systems, including the Department of Defense Education Activity (DoDEA).

DoDEA school counselors are actively engaged in  helping students examine their abilities, strengths, interests and talents to help ensure college and career readiness. They work in partnership with parents as they encounter the challenges of raising children in today's world. School counselors focus on positive ways to enhance students' social/personal, educational and career development; and work with teachers and other educators to provide an educational system where students can realize their potential and set healthy, realistic and optimistic aspirations for themselves.

Sponsored by the American School Counselor Association (ASCA), more than 32,000 school counselors nationwide participated. Many DoDEA schools around the world took the opportunity during the week to highlight counseling services available and to showcase the work of school counselors.  For more information, visit http://www.dodea.edu/newsroom/mediaadvisory/20160126.cfm. For information about ASCA, go to www.schoolcounselor.org.

SPOTLIGHT
Delegates to the United States Senate Youth Program
Students are selected from among hundreds of applicants worldwide to attend the annual United States Senate Program’s Washington Week. This extremely competitive merit-based program brings 104 of the most outstanding high school students - two from each state, the District of Columbia and the DODEA - to Washington, D.C. for an intensive week-long study of the federal government and the people who lead it. The overall mission of the program is to help instill within each class of USSYP student delegates a more profound knowledge of the American political process and a lifelong commitment to public service. In addition to the program week, The Hearst Foundation provides each student with a $5,000 undergraduate college scholarship with encouragement to continue coursework in government, history and public affairs.
This year Kyelee Fitts, Aanand Shah and Caitlin Hertzendorf will attend the 54th Annual United States Senate Youth Program (USSYP) that will be held March 5 - 12 in Washington, D.C. To learn more about the program and see photos of the students, go to http://www.dodea.edu/newsroom/pressreleases/UnitedStatesSenateYouthProgram.cfm. 
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2016 Operation Purple Camps
National Military Family Association (NMFA) is accepting applications to attend their 2016 Operation Purple Camps. There are camps in 25 locations this year. Apply now!
Applications Available for the Joint Science and Technology Institute for Students and Teachers 
The Joint Science and Technology Institute (JSTI) is an all-expense paid residential STEM program that offers participants the opportunity to participate in research projects mentored by Department of Defense research scientists. The purpose of the program is to offer exposure to scientific research through hands-on projects, to enable attendees to work with real-world scientists, and to increase participants’ awareness of career opportunities in related fields. 

For current high school students JSTI offers a two-week, all expenses paid residential program; for middle school students (JSTI-MS) a one-week all expenses paid residential program; and for teachers, current high school STEM teachers, the JSTI is a two-week, all expenses paid residential program. 

JSTI will provide teachers with world–class laboratory research experiences with research scientists. Teachers will learn to integrate research experiences into their classroom, experience the interdisciplinary nature of research, and increase their awareness of career opportunities in related fields. 

To learn more about this program, go to http://www.orau.org/center-for-science-education/events/jsti/default.html. For students outside the continental United States, contact Marie Westfall at Marie.Westfall@orau.org, or call (865) 576-3425. Apply now! Deadline is March 5, 2016!
2016 Artist Spotlight 

DoDEA showcases an artist each month.
Each month DoDEA publishes a different theme that students are to depict in the form of art. DoDEA’s monthly favorite is chosen based on the highest number of Facebook likes. Students entering the contest are encouraged to share their entry with friends and family.  To learn more about DoDEA Artist Spotlight, go to http://www.dodea.edu/students/artistSpotlight/upload/spotlight_rules.pdf and http://www.dodea.edu/students/artistSpotlight/
UPCOMING EVENTS
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ParentCamp USA

ParentCamp USA is an ”unconference” which allows parents, educators, and students to come together to talk about the things that matter most to them. The camps are free and open to the community.  

Schedule of future ParentCamps:

Grand Prairie, TX

  February  25 

Florida                                       February 28
Washington, D.C.

  April 18
Glen Ellyn, IL                             April 30

Washington, D.C. 

  May 18
Pittsburgh, PA                            June 19  
For information about these ParentCamps and others go to: http://www.parentcamp.org/.
STEM Webinar - Scholarships,Internships & Careers
On Tuesday, March 22, 2016 from 1:30 PM to 3:30 PM (EST) there will be a webinar for high school seniors andjuniors, university students, educators, administrators and parents to learn about scholarships, internships and science career opportunities in the federal government from top Department of Defense leaders. The webinar is hosted by Defense Threat Reduction Agency and will include live Q&A time. To learn more about the webinar and to register, go to https://www.signup4.net/public/ap.aspx?EID=DTRA35E&OID=50.

RESOURCES
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Tools for Students

This month Kids.gov features interviews with two engineers, a communications engineer and an aerospace engineer from NASA and a discussion about living on the moon. Follow the links to view the videos:  

Communications Engineer:

https://kids.usa.gov/watch-videos/science/communications-engineer/index.shtml
Aerospace Engineer: 

https://kids.usa.gov/watch-videos/science/aerospace-engineer/index.shtml and

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL5SUN-qc7GC74QVHa-CzQaOyy5Z1_R-BU, and

can people live on the moon

https://kids.usa.gov/watch-videos/science/people-on-moon/index.shtml
 

With the elections approaching Kids.gov invites children to take a look at the U.S. Government’s legislative process. 

What's the difference between a presidential executive order and executive action? Click the link to find out: https://kids.usa.gov/government/presidential-orders-actions/index.shtml
View a new infographic for How a Bill Becomes a Law:

https://kids.usa.gov/government/how-a-bill-becomes-a-law/index.shtml.  There is also a PDF/Printable version:

https://gsa-cmp-fileupload.s3.amazonaws.com/Bill-Law-Accessible.pdf
For teachers and home schoolers, link to the Lesson Plan:

https://kids.usa.gov/teachers/lesson-plans/government/how-a-bill-becomes-law/index.shtml.
Every Kid In the Park Prepares for A Second Year!
As part of President Obama’s commitment to protect our nation’s unique outdoor spaces and ensure that every American has the opportunity to visit and enjoy them, the Every Kid in a Park initiative allows fourth graders nationwide to obtain a pass for free entry for them and their families to more than 2,000 federally managed lands and waters nationwide for an entire year starting September 1, 2015.  The second year of this annual program will begin on September 1, 2016.  Parents, teachers, and community organizations can lead fun, educational outings for kids currently in the 4th grade to any national park, national forest, or other federal land or water site across the country.  More information to help plan trips is available at the Every Kid in a Park website, and Scholastic has developed activities.  

Every Kid in the Park is quite active on Twitter, so please also amplify there, if you are able: @EveryKidInAPark . And on Facebook: goo.gl/07EQl5 

Supporting School Success for Homeless Children of Veterans and Military Service Members
In a collaborative U.S. Departments of Education and Veteran Affairs effort, the National Center for Homeless Education released an updated brief on “Supporting School Success for Homeless Children of Veterans and Military Service Members”.  This brief includes information about the educational rights of and supports available to children and youth experiencing homelessness, including homeless children of veterans and military service members, under Subtitle VII-B of the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance; an overview of federal programs that target services specifically to the families of veterans with school-age children; and the homeless student enrollment total, that has continued to increase significantly over the past seven school years. 

Sesame Street for Military Families: Transitions
Sesame Street for Military Families: Transitions is a research-based, multimedia initiative created to provide resources for families transitioning from active duty to civilian life. The project was funded with major support from Bristol-Myers Squibb Foundation and additional contributions from Prudential. Provided are multimedia materials which convey a sense of optimism and offer concrete ways to help reframe change as an adventure, support through transition, and keep open communication within families. To learn more, visit http://www.sesamestreet.org/veterans.
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Contacts: Cynthia Hearn Dorfman, advisor; Carrie Jasper, writer and editor; and Kathy Facon, Jennifer Dailey-Perkins, Maureen Dowling, Gary Jones, Brian Thompson, Arlene Hernandez, Heather S. Jones, and John McLaughlin, contributors. 
To subscribe, unsubscribe or comment on this newsletter, please contact MilitaryContacts@ed.gov. 

Touching Base can be found online at: http://www2.ed.gov/news/newsletters/touchingbase/index.html.
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