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"Together, we can show them just how grateful we are for their sacrifice." "That’s a tradition we all can embrace -- today and every day."
· First Lady Michelle Obama, White House Christmas Address, Washington, D.C., Dec 25, 2015
____________________________________________________________________________________

SIGNIFICANT DEPARTMENT MESSAGES
Implementing the Every Student Succeeds Act
Page Content

​The Department has issued a Dear Colleague letter to states offering initial guidance about a few of the most immediate and pressing questions as states, school districts, and schools transition from No Child Left Behind to the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA). In addition, the Department launched the rulemaking process  with a Request for Information (RFI) seeking advice and recommendations for Title I regulations under the ESSA. 

The Department held two public hearings in January to collect feedback on transition to the new law.  Stakeholders presented comments during these meetings. More information can be found at the ESSA web page.  Questions may be directed to ESSA.questions@ed.gov..
RECENT EVENT

Annual National Title I Conference

The National Title I Association hosted its annual conference January 28 – 30, 2016 in Houston, TX. There were plenary sessions on the Every Student Succeeds Act as well as several breakout sessions related to family and community engagement. To view conference highlights, go to https://www.titlei.org/conference.

UPCOMING EVENTS
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ParentCamp USA

ParentCamp USA is an ”unconference” which allows parents, educators, and students to come together to talk about the things that matter most to them. The camps are free and open to the community.  

Schedule of future ParentCamps:

Washington D.C.

         April 18

Pittsburgh, PA                                   June 19       

Florida                                        February 28
For information about these ParentCamps and others go to: http://www.parentcamp.org/.
RESEARCH  

A Family Engagement Infographic Research Brief

The needs of Chinese Americans have historically been masked by the Chinese Model Minority myth.  A study led by Dr. Sandy Baba uncovered how stakeholders could go beyond the myth and develop adequate resources for young children and their families.  The 48 month research study of low-income Chinese American immigrants investigated culturally and linguistically appropriate and responsive components of existing family engagement programs to identify successful elements of parent education and engagement frameworks in early care and education settings.    To learn more and read the entire report, go to http://sandybaba.pen.io/ or contact Sandy Baba, PhD at sandybabaece@gmail.com.
Report: Achievement Gap Starts in Crib, not in Classroom

Providing universal prekindergarten to children in poverty is a no-brainer, but it isn't enough to close the achievement gap, according to a new report. In Washington D.C. alone, there is a "tale of two cities," the report concludes, suggesting there must be a far more comprehensive set of support services for children and families in need, including home-visit programs (Chandler, Washington Post).
Teenagers Aren't Getting Enough Exercise

Get Off the Couch
Researchers attached GPS devices to teenagers to track when and where they were getting physical activity. The result: on average, teens are physically active for only 23 minutes per day while at school, making up the majority of the 39.4 minutes they are physically active during their entire day. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention recommend that adolescents get 60 minutes of physical activity per day, yet only 1 in 10 actually do (Rabin, New York Times).

SPOTLIGHT

W.J. Gurganus Elementary School adopted by the Marine Air Control Squadron 

On January 8, 2016 papers were signed and the adoption was sealed between the Marine Air Control Squadron Two of Cherry Point and W. J. Gurganus Elementary School in Havelock, NC. The Marines will be highly involved in and out of the classroom in a variety of ways: tutoring, mentoring programs, attending activities at the school and cheering on sporting events. To learn more about the adoption go to http://www.wcti12.com/news/marines-adopt-havelock-elementary-school/37334828.

February 2015 Artist Spotlight 

DoDEA showcases an artist each month. Amalya, a fifth grader who attends Illesheim Elementary School is February’s artist of the month.  Click here to view her art piece, titled Goldshine.

Each month DoDEA publishes a different theme that students are to depict in the form of art. DoDEA’s monthly favorite is chosen based on the highest number of Facebook likes. Students entering the contest are encouraged to share their entry with friends and family.  To learn more about DoDEA Artist Spotlight, go to http://www.dodea.edu/students/artistSpotlight/upload/spotlight_rules.pdf and http://www.dodea.edu/students/artistSpotlight/. 
RESOURCES
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Tools for Students

For the month of February Kids.gov features a Star Wars theme for children grades K-8. Click here to start the adventure. 

To order publications, click here.
Supporting School Success for Homeless Children of Veterans and Military Service Members
In a collaborative (U.S. Department of Education and Veteran Affairs) effort, the National Center for Homeless Education released an updated brief on “Supporting School Success for Homeless Children of Veterans and Military Service Members”.  This brief includes information about the educational rights of and supports available to children and youth experiencing homelessness, including homeless children of veterans and military service members, under Subtitle VII-B of the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance; an overview of federal programs that target services specifically to the families of veterans with schoolage children, for example, ED’s Impact Aid program that provides funding to Federally-impacted school districts that can also support federally authorized homeless education activities; and  homeless student enrollment total, that has continued to increase significantly for most of the past seven school years, that’s been available on ED Data Express since June2015. 
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