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“I believe that us honoring our flag and our anthem is part of what binds us together as a nation.  And I think that for me, for my family, for those who work in the White House, we recognize what it means to us, but also what it means to the men and women who are fighting on our behalf.”

-President Obama, Fort Lee, Virginia September 28, 2016

DEPARTMENT MESSAGES


Education Department Releases Final Regulations to Promote a High-Quality, Well-Rounded Education and Support All Students

After considering and incorporating extensive feedback from stakeholders across the education system and the public, the U.S. Department of Education on Nov 29  announced final regulations to implement the accountability, data reporting, and state plan provisions of the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA), with a focus on supporting states in using their flexibility to provide a high-quality, well-rounded education, and ensure equity remains at the core of implementation.  The regulations will help states, districts and educators seize the opportunity ESSA provides to ensure a high-quality, well-rounded education that sets every student in America up for success in college and career. Read more…
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King Sends Letter to States Calling for an End to Corporal Punishment in Schools
On Nov 22, U.S. Education Secretary John B. King Jr. sent a letter urging state leaders to end the use of corporal punishment in schools, a practice repeatedly linked to harmful short-term and long-term outcomes for students. The letter from the Secretary was sent to governors and chief state school officers and provides links to resources that can be promoted by those state leaders and adopted by district and school leaders.

The letter builds on the Obama Administration’s work with states and districts through its Rethink Discipline campaign, which has focused attention on the importance of school disciplinary approaches that foster safe, supportive, and productive learning environments in which students can thrive.

For more information about the Administration’s work on school climate and discipline go to www.ed.gov/rethinkdiscipline; to read the letter and see resources, please click here.
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Advancing Diversity and Inclusion in Higher Education
On Nov 18, The U.S. Department of Education released a report, “Advancing Diversity and Inclusion in Higher Education,” building on the Administration’s efforts to expand college opportunity for all. It presents key data that show the continuing educational inequities and opportunity gaps for students of color and low-income students and highlights promising practices that many colleges are taking to advance success for students of all backgrounds.

Diversity benefits communities, schools, and students from all backgrounds, and research has shown that more diverse organizations make better decisions with better results. The report also recommends areas for further study that can help shape a path toward college opportunity and completion for all students. Click here for more information.

In conjunction with this report, King released a Dear Colleague letter calling on institutions to do all they can to eliminate harassment and discrimination to ensure a positive environment for all students.

[image: image3.jpg]



Letters from the Education Secretary or Deputy Secretary
In lieu of the recently released report entitled “Advancing Diversity & Inclusion in Higher Education,” Secretary King wanted to again share the information and resources contained in that joint letter.  In particular, he wants to highlight resources that are included in the Addendum to the letter for use as work is continued to ensure that all schools and institutions are environments conducive to learning. Read letter and view resources.
School Ambassador Fellows

At the National White House School Counseling Convening with the Reach Higher initiative, Secretary John King announced that school counselors, assistant principals, and other school personnel that work with students and other educators will have the opportunity to apply for an expanded School Ambassador Fellowship program, starting with the 2017-18 cohort of fellows.  So far, the agency has just targeted teachers and principals.  Including other education professionals working with students and educators every day will bring important perspectives to discussions of federal policy and programs.
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NAEP 2015: SCIENCE

Students in fourth- and eighth-grade showed significant improvement on the 2015 National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) in science compared to 2009.  Results also show score gaps narrowing by race/ethnicity and gender.  However, the average score of twelfth-grade students over the same period was unchanged.

Increase in Homeschooled Children

The National Center for Education Statistics (NCES) issued a report on homeschooling in the U.S., noting the number of homeschooled students more than doubled between 1999 and 2012.

EVENTS 
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ParentCamp 
ParentCamp is a free “un-conference” that brings parents, caregivers, community leaders, educators, and children together to have conversations about how best to support students. It is an opportunity for those within the school communities – parents, teachers, students and community and faith-based representatives- to expand relationships, strengthen partnerships, share, network, and learn.

If your school or organization is planning to have a ParentCamp, please share this information with Carrie Jasper. Email carrie.jasper@ed.gov.
SPOTLIGHT
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Bowley Elementary School Named 2016 - 2018 National PTA School of Excellence

The Department of Defense Education Activity (DoDEA) Americas' Bowley Elementary School at Fort Bragg, NC has been named a 2016-2018 National PTA School of Excellence. Bowley ES has received this honor for their leadership and accomplishments nationwide in building strong, effective family-school partnerships.

The National PTA School of Excellence designation is awarded when a PTA and school have achieved a high level of family engagement or when a PTA and school have made substantive, positive improvement in families' perceptions by the end of the school year. Through the National PTA School of Excellence program, PTAs partner with their schools to examine how families feel the school measures up to the research-based indicators of the National Standards for Family-School Partnerships. To read more go to http://www.pressreleasepoint.com/bowley-elementary-school-named-2016-2018-national-pta-school-excellence. To learn more about the National PTA School of Excellence program go to http://www.pta.org/excellence. 

Five Fort Campbell High School Model United Nations Students Earn Awards Vanderbilt University

Thirty-six Fort Campbell High School (FCHS) students participated in the Vanderbilt University Model United Nations (MUN) Conference held Nov. 2016, in Nashville, TN. 

Model United Nations, also known as Model UN or MUN, is an extra-curricular activity in which students typically role-play delegates to the United Nations and simulate UN committees. The hands-on learning allows students to confront a range of topics within the perspective of their assigned country or organization. Through these experiences during preparation, in committee sessions, and even in hallway caucuses; students develop an appreciation of differing viewpoints, the frustration of negotiation, the rewards of cooperation and a broader view of the human side of international relations and diplomacy.
The FCHS students were very active within their committees which included debate, resolution writing, amending resolutions, passing directives and some even wrote and had their own resolutions passed. 

The award winners were: 

· Best Delegate: 
Noah Sylvia, 10th grade student, for his work as Germany in the Security of the Schengen Committee. Out of 565 students who participated, only 17 students could win Best Delegate. Noah was one of them. 

· Outstanding Delegate: 
Christian Duff, a 12th grade student, for his work as Wedge Antilles in the Star Wars Rebel alliance Committee 

Kariahna Gamblin and Noemi Cerritos, 11th grade students, for their work as Japan in the Disarmament and International Security Committee
· Honorable Mention Delegate: 
Joey Mickley, a 12th grade student, for his work as Admiral Tenant in the Star Wars Empire Committee, International Security Committee.
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DoDEA Ranks with Top Performing States in the Nation on the 2015 NAEP Science Assessment

The results of the 2015 National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) in 4th and 8th grade science show that Department of Defense Education Activity (DoDEA) students rank among the best performing in the nation.


Highlights of DoDEA's results:

· In 2015, the average score of fourth-grade students in DoDEA was166. This was higher than the average score of 153 for public school students in the nation.

· The average score for students in DoDEA in 2015 (166) was higher than their average score in 2009 (159).

· The percentage of students in DoDEA who performed at or above the NAEP Proficient level was 50 percent in 2015. This percentage was greater than that in 2009 (40 percent).  

· The percentage of students in DoDEA who performed at or above the NAEP Basic level was 90 percent in 2015. This percentage was greater than that in 2009 (84 percent).
These results clearly show DoDEA students are on their way to becoming critical consumers of scientific information. DoDEA's performance, which is among the highest scoring states and the increase in their scores, reflects the commitment of the students and teachers to being college and career ready. For more information go to http://www.pressreleasepoint.com/dodea-ranks-top-performing-states-nation-2015-naep-science-assessment.
Dr.Renée Spencer: Military Student Mentoring
Dr. Renee Spencer is a professor at the Boston University School of Social Work involved in a project focused on helping all members of military families. Along with a team of colleagues and in partnership with the North Thurston Public Schools and Big Brothers Big Sisters of Southwest Washington, Dr. Spencer is developing a model for programs to link military students with mentors.

Dr. Spencer’s work is funded by the Institute of Education Sciences. For more information about Dr. Spencer and the Military Student Mentoring Project click here.
RESOURCES
Financial Aid Tips for Parents

A new blog post offers “5 Financial Aid Tips for Parents (from a Parent).”

[image: image8.png]US. DITARTMENT OF EDUCATION

FEDERAL STUDENT AID




FAFSA is AVAILABLE on October 2016

There are significant changes to the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA®) process. Starting in the 2017-18 application cycle, families should be aware of the following changes:

· FAFSA® will be available earlier. Students will be eligible to file a 2017-18 FAFSA application on October 1, 2016.

· Students will use earlier income information for their FAFSA® application.  For 2017-18, students (and parents, as appropriate) will report 2015 income information on their application.

See the Federal Student Aid site for more information about applying for financial aid.
ANNOUNCEMENT

Statement on Recent School Violence from Educational Community

With the recent increased incidence of violence and harassment in schools, counselors, school boards, psychologists, principals, superintendents, PTA and a host of other K-12 educational organizations have  signed on to share the statement among their membership and within their schools and communities to support and affirm safe and inclusive school learning environments for all students.  In the statement constituents of these organizations and all education leaders are call upon to:

· Publicly reaffirm the inclusive values that are the foundation of healthy learning cultures, 

· Lead a conversation with their school community on the core values of respect and inclusion at the heart of all learning; and 

· Consider posting a statement regarding these core values throughout their schools and/or all the schools within their district. 

Please click here  to view the list of those organizations
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The Big Read

The National Endowment for the Arts’ (NEA) The Big Read, in its tenth year, provides Americans with the chance to read and discuss a single book within their communities.  Governments, libraries, school districts, colleges and universities, and non-profit organizations are encouraged to apply for one of an estimated 75 grants that will be awarded for programming occurring between September 2017 and June 2018.  The application deadline is January 26, 2017.  Besides the grant, communities will receive resources, including reader’s and teacher’s guides and audio guides with commentary from artists, educators, and public figures.  Communities will also receive publicity materials.

For this cycle, communities will choose from 28 selections (novels, short stories, memoirs, poetry, and books in translation), including 13 new titles.
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New Measures Announced to Ensure Success
On Veterans’ Day (November 11), the President announced new measures to ensure that servicemembers, veterans, and their families are treated fairly when they use federal education benefits.  Building on the Principles of Excellence and other executive actions, the Obama Administration is expanding on these efforts by issuing a Presidential Memorandum that outlines additional steps, including: establishing a pilot program to inform school choice; improving data-sharing among federal agencies; expanding the use of online tools; promoting military apprenticeship programs; amending the Post-9/11 GI Bill; cracking down on deceptive marketing; and formalizing collaboration across the government.  Through these steps, the President is making sure the good work done by the Administration will carry forward and servicemembers, veterans, and their families will have the tools they need to succeed in today’s economy.

Announcing A Joint Commitment for Better College Access

Many Americans face critical barriers in accessing the knowledge and skills needed to get a well-paying job, support their families, and contribute to the community. One study shows that coordinating available public federal benefits for students can help close the gap on unmet financial need, support students’ college completion, and lead to success in the workforce. To align federal supports and program delivery to promote college access and completion the Department of Education joined five additional federal agencies— the Department of Agriculture (USDA), the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS), Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD), Department of Labor (DOL), and Department of the Treasury (Treasury). Better alignment of existing federal resources can make a substantial difference for college access and completion. To learn more, click here.
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National Coalition for Aviation and Space Education
The National Coalition for Aviation and Space Education (NCASE), a membership organization formed in cooperative spirit with the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA), provides a gateway for students, educators, and the public seeking information and materials supporting aerospace education.
______________________________________________________________

Contacts: Cynthia Hearn Dorfman, advisor; Francis Frost  and Carrie Jasper, writers and editors; and Kathy Facon, Jennifer Dailey-Perkins, Maureen Dowling, Gary Jones, Brian Thompson, and Adam Honeysett, contributors. 

To subscribe, unsubscribe or comment on this newsletter, please contact MilitaryContacts@ed.gov. 

Touching Base can be found online at: http://www2.ed.gov/news/newsletters/touchingbase/index.html.
_____________________________________________________________________________________________

Note: This document contains information about and from public and private entities and organizations for the reader’s information. Inclusion does not constitute an endorsement by the U.S. Department of Education of any entity or organization or the products or services offered or views expressed. This publication also contains hyperlinks and URLs created and maintained by outside organizations. They are provided for the reader’s convenience; however, the Department is not responsible for the accuracy of this information.
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