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“…you serve us with such distinction every single day. I want to make sure we are doing right by you…”

-President Obama, Fort Lee, Virginia September 28, 2016
SIGNIFICANT DEPARTMENT MESSAGES

Non-Regulatory Guidance to Help Implement Key Provisions of the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA)

 U.S. Department of Education Releases Guidance Encouraging Well-Rounded Education 

With the passage of ESSA, states, districts and schools can refocus on the characteristics of a comprehensive, well-rounded education—and do so in ways that ensure access and equity for all students. On Oct 21, the U.S. Department of Education released non-regulatory guidance to help states, districts and schools provide students with a more well-rounded education under Title IV, Part A, Student Support and Academic Enrichment Grants (SSAE). The new grant program in the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) focuses on safe and healthy students, and how technology can be integrated into schools to improve teaching and learning. Additionally, the grant program emphasizes access to a well-rounded education that includes a wide variety of disciplines – such as music, the arts, social studies, environmental education, computer science and civics. The guidance provides examples of allowable uses of funds, discusses the role of state education agencies, details fiscal responsibilities, and identifies local application requirements. 
Through this guidance, the Department provides resources, tools and examples of innovative strategies to support the effective implementation of the SSAE grant program. This guidance discusses leveraging other state and local resources in combination with the SSAE grant funds to achieve the goals of SSAE programs and activities. For the full guidance released, click here.
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U.S. Department of Education Releases Guidance on Supporting Early Learning through the Every Student Succeeds Act

For the first time, the ESSA includes provisions to promote coordination in early learning among local communities; align preschool with early elementary school; and build the capacity of teachers, leaders and others serving young children to provide the highest-quality early learning opportunities. Early learning is woven throughout the ESSA, as a means of addressing educational equity, supporting students’ school success, and bringing greater alignment along the entire education continuum. 
The ESSA authorizes Preschool Development Grants, building upon the existing Preschool Development Grant program which currently supports early learning in 18 states.  

On Oct. 20, the Department released guidance to help young children from birth through third-grade get the strong start they need to achieve success in school and in life.  The ESSA has provisions to promote coordination in early learning among local communities, align preschool with early elementary school, and build the capacity of teachers, leaders, and others serving young children to provide the highest-quality early learning opportunities to support positive.  The guidance is intended to remind state and local decision-makers about the importance of investing in early learning, spotlight the opportunities available under the new law to strengthen early education, and provide examples of how states and communities can support young children’s success in school.
Department of Education Highlights from the Obama Administration

On October 17, President Obama spoke about the administration’s record on education during the past eight years. To highlight the progress that has been made over the last eight years to improve education across the country, President Obama visited and delivered a speech at Benjamin Banneker Academic High School in Washington, D.C.  The President also announced that the nation's high school grad rate has reached a new, record high of 83.2 percent.  The White House also released new data showing the important progress that schools across the country are making to better prepare students for college and careers after they graduate. Here is a blog post with graphics and student reflection, along with the fact sheet and state-by-state data tables 1 and 2, that provide disaggregated data by student subgroup. View the President as he speaks to students at Banneker Academic High School.
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ParentCamp in October at ED
The Family and Community Engagement Team of the U. S. Department of Education in partnership with the Maryland State Department of Education, Howard County Public Schools, Fairfax County Public Schools, Prince George’s County Public Schools, ParentCamp.org and c64Kid Innovations hosted their third parentcamp on October 14.Parents, students, educators, faith-based and community organizations together shared their concerns and ideas to promote academic success of all children in regards to reading and literacy. 

ParentCamp: Improving Literacy Outcomes was held at the U.S. Department of Education in Washington, D.C.   To view the highlights of this parentcamp, click here.

For more information about the event, contact Vicki Myers at vicki.myers@ed.gov or Carrie Jasper at carrie.jasper@ed.gov.

If your school or organization is planning to have a ParentCamp, please share this information with Carrie Jasper. Email carrie.jasper@ed.gov giving location and date. ED will place it on our Family and Community Engagement web page.

ANNOUNCEMENT

Operation Prevention Virtual Field Trip: The Science Behind Opioid Addiction

The Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) and Discovery Education have joined forces to combat a growing epidemic of prescription opioid misuse and heroin use nationwide. Operation Prevention's mission is to educate students about the impacts of opioid use and kick-start lifesaving conversations in the home and classroom. To learn more, and perhaps save a life, go to: http://operationprevention.com.
SPOTLIGHT
Fort Campbell High School Seniors Named Wendy's High School Heisman Award Winners

There are some students who set the bar. They work harder, show more passion and lead by example in the classroom, on the field and within the community. Wendy's High School Heisman recognizes Fort Campbell High School (FCHS) seniors, Nataliah Whetstone and Deonte Mayfield, and their dedication for never cutting corners by naming them School Winners. 

Fort Campbell High School (FCHS) is located on Fort Campbell, KY, in the Department of Defense Education Activity (DoDEA) Americas Southeast District

Since 1994, Wendy's and the Heisman Trophy Trust have honored more than 600,000 of the nation's most esteemed students. This year, Wendy's will celebrate the accomplishments of thousands of the best high school seniors, awarding winners in five phases.  

For more information about Wendy's High School Heisman Award Winners, go to:  http://www.dodea.edu/Americas/newsroom/pressreleases/highSchoolHeismanAwardWinners.cfm and to learn more about the competition, visit www.WendysHeisman.com. 
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[image: image2.png]US. DITARTMENT OF EDUCATION

FEDERAL STUDENT AID




FAFSA is AVAILABLE on October 2016

There are significant changes to the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA®) process. Starting in the 2017-18 application cycle, families should be aware of the following changes:

· FAFSA® will be available earlier. Students will be eligible to file a 2017-18 FAFSA application on October 1, 2016.

· Students will use earlier income information for their FAFSA® application.  For 2017-18, students (and parents, as appropriate) will report 2015 income information on their application.

See the Federal Student Aid site for more information about applying for financial aid.
DoDEA - 5210 Healthy Military Children Initiative

The Department of Defense Education Activity (DoDEA) is participating in the 5210 Healthy Military Children Initiative, which is being actively promoted through the Air Force Medical Support Agency in collaboration with the Defense Commissary Agency (DeCA). The 5210 Initiative is a military-wide plan to improve child health, the intent of which is to increase awareness of the 5-2-1-0 message among military and local communities. 

The message represents four healthy behaviors children should achieve each day: 5 or more servings of fruits and vegetables; 2 or fewer hours of screen time; 1 or more hours of physical activity; and 0 sweetened beverages.  For more information, go to http://www.dodea.edu/newsroom/mediaadvisory/20160310.cfm.

Every Kid In the Park Prepares for A Second Year!
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As part of President Obama’s commitment to protect our nation’s unique outdoor spaces and ensure that every American has the opportunity to visit and enjoy them, the Every Kid in a Park initiative allows fourth graders nationwide to obtain a pass for free entry. Kids and their families will be able to obtain free access to more than 2,000 federally managed lands and waters nationwide for an entire year. This program started on September 1, 2015 with the second year of this annual program beginning on September 1, 2016.  Parents, teachers, and community organizations can lead fun, educational outings for kids currently in the 4th grade to any national park, national forest, or other federal land or water site across the country.  More information to help plan trips is available at the Every Kid in a Park website. 

You can find frequent updates to Every Kid in the Park on Twitter: @EveryKidInAParkand on Facebook.
Supporting School Success for Homeless Children of Veterans and Military Service Members
In a collaborative U.S. Departments of Education and Veteran Affairs effort, the National Center for Homeless Education released an updated brief on “Supporting School Success for Homeless Children of Veterans and Military Service Members.”  This brief includes information about the educational rights of and supports available to children and youth experiencing homelessness, including homeless children of veterans and military service members, under Subtitle VII-B of the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act; an overview of federal programs that target services specifically to the families of veterans with school-age children; and the homeless student enrollment total, that has continued to increase significantly over the past seven school years.
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Tools for Students

This month Kids.gov highlights the election process. 

For Grades K-8
Becoming President: How Votes Are Counted

Link: https://kids.usa.gov/watch-videos/government/votes-counted/index.shtml
How to Become President of the United States
Link: https://kids.usa.gov/watchvideos/government/presidential-election/index.shtml
View and download the President Poster. To order the poster, complete the form at:

http://publications.usa.gov/USAPubs.php?PubID=6099
______________________________________________________________

Contacts: Cynthia Hearn Dorfman, advisor; Francis Frost and Carrie Jasper, writers and editors; and Kathy Facon, Jennifer Dailey-Perkins, Maureen Dowling, Gary Jones, Brian Thompson, Arlene Hernandez, Adam Honeysett, and John McLaughlin, contributors. 

To subscribe, unsubscribe or comment on this newsletter, please contact MilitaryContacts@ed.gov. 

Touching Base can be found online at: http://www2.ed.gov/news/newsletters/touchingbase/index.html.
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