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“I believe that America’s commitment now to our troops and our veterans is a sacred covenant that we have to keep. …  It means when you come home, you and your families are getting the education and the benefits that you have earned.”

-President Obama  U.S. Air Force Transportation School Hi-Bay, Fort Lee, Virginia September 28, 2016
SIGNIFICANT DEPARTMENT MESSAGES

President Obama Holds Town Hall 

On September 28, President Obama held a Town Hall Meeting at Fort Lee, VA answering questions from servicemen and women and military family members regarding national security and other related issues.  To hear excerpts of the town hall, go to http://www.wbur.org/hereandnow/2016/09/29/veterans-military-families-obama and http://www.cnn.com/2016/09/28/politics/highlights-questions-obama-presidential-town-hall-military/. To read the President’s remarks, go to 
https://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2016/09/28/remarks-president-troops.  
FEDERAL STUDENT AID

The Departments of Labor and Veterans Affairs (VA) are partnering with the Department of Education’s Office of Federal Student Aid (FSA) to help build awareness of options and resources for students. Labor is supplying information to its network of 2,500 Job Centers. VA has joined FSA webinars to assist with questions unique to servicemembers and veterans (blog post).
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During the week of September 19, the Department joined Beyond 12 and the National Association of Student Financial Aid Administrators (NASFAA) in announcing a new online package of supports to aid students affected by college closures. The resources -- available at NextStepsEdu.org -- will match students with experienced academic and financial aid counselors nationwide who can provide critical guidance as they determine how to continue their studies. 
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U. S. Secretary of Education John B. King Jr. Announces New Family Ambassador to Support Parent and Family Engagement in Education Policy
On Sept 27, U.S. Secretary of Education John B. King Jr. announced the U.S. Department of Education’s first Family Ambassador, Frances Frost, to increase parent and family engagement in education policy. The Family Ambassador position is made possible by a grant from the Kellogg Foundation and an agreement with The Campagna Center of Alexandria, Virginia, to support family engagement in education.   

More information on the Family Ambassador position and Frances Frost will be available soon on the Family and Community Engagement page. 
The First Lady’s New Tool for Students: Up Next
First Lady Michelle Obama is making every effort to help students advance from college application to graduation. As a first-generation alumna of Princeton University, Mrs. Obama knows what it’s like to navigate the path to and through college without enough support. Inspired by her own experience, the First Lady wanted to give students the resources to thrive in their education and in the world, which is why she launched the Better Make Room initiative. Read more…
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BACK TO SCHOOL: BUS TOUR
The final Back to School bus tour, titled “Opportunity Across America” had Secretary King and senior Department officials in 11 cities and six states. The tour web site has many stories, pictures, and videos chronicling the tour. The tour highlighted the successes of this administration. For a succinct summary of educational successes, watch the “8 Ways Education has Improved Under the Obama Administration” video.

Back to School Letter
Secretary King addressed the nation’s teachers and principals in a September 16 Back to School letter, thanking them for their comment to students and wishing them the best of luck this school year.  Take a look at Secretary King’s  letter to schools highlighting encouragement to get involved with the new ESSA law implementation, guidance about children in foster care or experiencing homelessness, protecting students from discrimination based on religion and more important information.
College Scorecard

The U.S. Department of Education recently released its first annual update of the redesigned College Scorecard—available at CollegeScorecard.ed.gov—to ensure that students and families have the most up-to-date, comprehensive, and reliable information available on colleges, all in an easy-to-understand format. The site allows visitors to sort and filter their search results to easily compare schools and decide which college makes the most sense when considering the typical costs, average student loan amount, students’ ability to repay their loans, and their future earnings.

Check out CollegeScorecard.ed.gov to make informed college choices.
“Family Engagement from Research to Practice: The Impact of Family Engagement on African American Student Achievement”

The U.S. Department of Education (ED) and the National Association for Family, School and Community Engagement (NAFSCE) held a policy briefing titled “Family Engagement from Research to Practice: The Impact of Family Engagement on African American Student Achievement” September 21 at the U.S. Department of Education. The research discussed was published in the Journal of Black Studies and reaffirms the importance of family engagement as a significant factor in a child’s success in school.   The meta-analysis of 42 studies, released in April 2016, concluded that both younger and older African-American children whose families are effectively engaged in their education have increased academic achievement. Dr. William Jeynes, Professor of Education at California State University, Long Beach, is the author of the research study. 
Following the presentation of the research, panelists discussed the national, state, and local perspectives on African-American family engagement. Panelists included:

· Lauren Mims, White House Initiative on Educational Excellence for African Americans

· Frank Gettridge, Program Officer, W.K. Kellogg Foundation

· Carol Brunson Day, President, National Association for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC)

· Susan Shaffer, President, Mid-Atlantic Equity Consortium and Chair of NAFSCE

· Vito Borrello, Executive Director of NAFSCE

· Josephine Bias Robinson, Chief of the Office of Family and Public Engagement, DC Public Schools

· Gini Pupo-Walker, Senior Director of Education Policy and Strategic Growth, Conexion Americas

· Joseph T. Jones Jr., Founder, Center on Urban Families

Attendees brainstormed ideas on strategies to engage families of color and collaborate with community organizations and schools.

Watch the webcast video. (http://edstream.ed.gov/webcast/Play/0acc35affc3149eb99d19aaf4bf4e8901d.) 
EVENTS
ParentCamp in October at ED
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The U. S. Department of Education will host ParentCamp: Improving Literacy Outcomes on October 14, 2016. The ParentCamp will be held at the U.S. Department of Education,  400 Maryland Avenue S.W. in Washington, D.C. Parents, students, educators, and community organizations will be brought together to talk about the things that matter most to them.  Register. Read more…
ParentCamp 

ParentCamp is an ”unconference” which allows parents, educators, and students to come together to talk about the things that matter most to them. The camps are free and open to the community.  

Schedule of future ParentCamps:

Chesterfield, VA             Nov 3  
ANNOUNCEMENTS
Parent Teacher Home Visit Project Annual Conference 

The Parent Teacher Home Visit Project Annual Conference will be held in Washington, DC October 20-22 at the Washington Court Hotel.
Break-out sessions will include topics such as building cultural capacity, out of school time, attendance, and school climate, all in the context of the empowerment model of family engagement.

Registration began August 1 at www.pthvp.org. For more information, please contact Carrie Rose, Executive Director, at carrie@pthvp.org or call 916-752-3206.

SPOTLIGHT
U.S. Department of Education Selects Three DoDEA Schools for 2016 National Blue Ribbon School Award

Three Department of Defense Education Activity (DoDEA) Schools were recognized on September 28 by U.S. Secretary of Education John B. King as 2016 National Blue Ribbon Schools.

Among the 329 National Blue Ribbon Schools for 2016 are:
· McBride Elementary School, in Fort Benning, Ga.;
· Seoul Elementary School in Seoul, Korea; and
·  Ramstein Middle School in Ramstein, Germany.

. The award is based on their overall academic excellence or their progress in closing achievement gaps among student subgroups.

The teachers, principals, students, parents, and the local communities supporting these schools worked hard together to achieve this honor. This award reflects a focus on high standards and dedication and teamwork in pursuing excellence. For more information go to http://www.dodea.edu/newsroom/pressreleases/2106BlueRibbonSchools.cfm.

Three DoDEA Schools Named Green Ribbon School Recipient

Three Department of Defense Education Activity (DoDEA) schools are among the schools named as the 2016 U.S. Department of Education Green Ribbon Schools Program. The three DoDEA Schools are:

· Kimberly Hampton Primary School, Fort Bragg, NC;
· Van Voorhis Elementary School, Fort Knox, KY; and 
· Garmisch Elementary/Middle School, Garmisch, Germany.
The schools were named by U.S. Secretary of Education John B. King, Jr. and Managing Director of the White House Council on Environmental Quality Christy Goldfuss in an announcement earlier today.

The schools, districts, and postsecondary institutions are being honored for their innovative efforts to reduce environmental impact and utility costs, improve health and wellness, and ensure effective sustainability education. For more information go to http://www.dodea.edu/Offices/logistics/2016Awardees.cfm. To view the presentation of the award and the interviews of recipients, go to http://www.dodea.edu/newsroom/multimedia/MediaPlayer.cfm?videoID=C6808768-DDE4-7679-40569BD99FFB5E3C. 

RESOURCES

FAFSA is AVAILABLE on October 1 2016

How will you pay for college or career school? Consider applying for financial aid. Financial aid is money to help pay for college or career school.  Funds from your state, college or non-profit or private organizations are options – so is the federal government.  Through Federal Student Aid, grants, loans and work-study jobs are available to help fund education.

In September 2015, President Obama announced significant changes to the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA®) process. Starting in the 2017-18 application cycle, families should be aware of the following changes:

· FAFSA® will be available earlier. Students will be available to file a 2017-18 FAFSA application on October 1, 2016.

· Students will use earlier income information for their FAFSA® application.  For 2017-18, students (and parents, as appropriate) will report 2015 income information on their application.

See the Federal Student Aid site for more information about applying for financial aid.
DoDEA - 5210 Healthy Military Children Initiative

The Department of Defense Education Activity (DoDEA) is participating in the 5210 Healthy Military Children Initiative, which is being actively promoted through the Air Force Medical Support Agency in collaboration with the Defense Commissary Agency (DeCA). The 5210 Initiative is a military-wide plan to improve child health, the intent of which is to increase awareness of the 5-2-1-0 message among military and local communities. 

The message represents four healthy behaviors children should achieve each day: 5 or more servings of fruits and vegetables; 2 or fewer hours of screen time; 1 or more hours of physical activity; and 0 sweetened beverages.  For more information, go to http://www.dodea.edu/newsroom/mediaadvisory/20160310.cfm.

Every Kid In the Park Prepares for A Second Year!
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As part of President Obama’s commitment to protect our nation’s unique outdoor spaces and ensure that every American has the opportunity to visit and enjoy them, the Every Kid in a Park initiative allows fourth graders nationwide to obtain a pass for free entry. Kids and their families will be able to obtain free access to more than 2,000 federally managed lands and waters nationwide for an entire year. This program started on September 1, 2015 with the second year of this annual program beginning on September 1, 2016.  Parents, teachers, and community organizations can lead fun, educational outings for kids currently in the 4th grade to any national park, national forest, or other federal land or water site across the country.  More information to help plan trips is available at the Every Kid in a Park website. 

You can find frequent updates to Every Kid in the Park on Twitter: @EveryKidInAParkand on Facebook.
Supporting School Success for Homeless Children of Veterans and Military Service Members
In a collaborative U.S. Departments of Education and Veteran Affairs effort, the National Center for Homeless Education released an updated brief on “Supporting School Success for Homeless Children of Veterans and Military Service Members.”  This brief includes information about the educational rights of and supports available to children and youth experiencing homelessness, including homeless children of veterans and military service members, under Subtitle VII-B of the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act; an overview of federal programs that target services specifically to the families of veterans with school-age children; and the homeless student enrollment total, that has continued to increase significantly over the past seven school years.
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Tools for Students

This month Kids.gov highlights the election process. 

For Grades K-8
Becoming President: How Votes Are Counted

Link: https://kids.usa.gov/watch-videos/government/votes-counted/index.shtml
How to Become President of the United States
Link: https://kids.usa.gov/watchvideos/government/presidential-election/index.shtml
View and download the President Poster. To order the poster, complete the form at:

http://publications.usa.gov/USAPubs.php?PubID=6099
______________________________________________________________

Contacts: Cynthia Hearn Dorfman, advisor; Frances Frost and Carrie Jasper, writer and editor; and Kathy Facon, Jennifer Dailey-Perkins, Maureen Dowling, Gary Jones, Brian Thompson, Arlene Hernandez, Adam Honeysett, and John McLaughlin, contributors. 

To subscribe, unsubscribe or comment on this newsletter, please contact MilitaryContacts@ed.gov. 

Touching Base can be found online at: http://www2.ed.gov/news/newsletters/touchingbase/index.html.
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
Note: This document contains information about and from public and private entities and organizations for the reader’s information. Inclusion does not constitute an endorsement by the U.S. Department of Education of any entity or organization or the products or services offered or views expressed. This publication also contains hyperlinks and URLs created and maintained by outside organizations. They are provided for the reader’s convenience; however, the Department is not responsible for the accuracy of this information.
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